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When I first started serving the Lord with the mission movement I was part of in India, I was so young and naÃ¯ve. By m
y age and experience, I wasnâ€™t even qualified for the team, and it was only because they needed one more person a
t the last minute that I was even there. At the beginning, I couldnâ€™t do much. I hardly spoke a word of Hindi, the local
language, and my main role on the team was helping to cut vegetables and make chapatis.
During that season as I continued to serve with this mission community of over 800 people scattered across the subconti
nent, my burden for the people I saw grew. I spent hours and hours studying and reading. I cannot tell you how many bo
oks I read during those days or how many times I read through my Bible consistently, preparing notes and studying.
Within a couple years, I was being called upon to be a Bible teacher on the different teams they had. I started receiving
so many invitations to come and speak in different placesâ€”even in Englandâ€”that I became proud and arrogant and st
iff-necked. I was so sure of myself.
Left Behind: Proud and Arrogant
My elders were aware of my ability and potential, and they decided to deal with me so I would not be destroyed. It was d
uring our conference in Rajasthan. At the end of the conference, each area coordinator selected the people they wanted
on their teams for the upcoming season of ministry. But when the conference came to an end, I had not been chosen to
be on anyoneâ€™s team.
Later, my leaders told me,
â€œYou are so gifted and so able, but you are proud and arrogant in the way you deal with people, and rebellion is so e
vident. It seems the attention you are getting and your ability are destroying you. We cannot have you on any of our tea
ms. We love you and care about you and donâ€™t want to see you make a shipwreck of your life. It is our decision that
you stop teaching for a season and seek the Lord to know Him better.â€•
If I ever had a time that I felt I would never preach or teach again, it was that moment when all the teams had gone and I
was left behind. I didnâ€™t want to do ministry. I hated the whole world. I felt these people didnâ€™t appreciate me. Th
ey didnâ€™t know what I had done for them or how important I was.
That night, it was dark and the electric lights hardly worked. There was one bulb hanging down outside the door, barely
giving any light. As I looked through the door screen, I could see pitch darkness out there. I was so depressed. I couldnâ
€™t eat and couldnâ€™t drink. Nobody wanted me on their team, and I felt my future was totally destroyed.
The senior leader of the movement in that region called me and said, â€œI want to talk with you.â€• We walked out the
door and found a place to sit down. He didnâ€™t look at me or touch me or put his hand on my shoulder or anything. He
spoke very coldly and said, â€œAll the teams are gone. Only five or six individuals are left. You are one of them. Nobod
y wants you. No one can help you. Only God can help you.â€•
Then he got up and walked back into the building. And I sat there weeping. There was no one to turn to. I didnâ€™t kno
w what to do. I felt like my life was so miserable.
Learning to Listen
After a few days of sitting on my pride, how arrogant I was, and coming up with arguments, God in His mercy began to d
eal with my heart. He very simply said to me,
â€œUnless you are broken, unless you give up, I cannot do anything with you.â€•
From there, the Lord began to lead me on a journey of learning, brokenness and repentance. My leaders were willing to
speak hard words to me, and eventually I listened. Experiences like this are not easy. But I can tell you, humanly speaki
ng, if it was not for Godâ€™s grace and the things I learned from my leaders in that missions movement, I would not be
doing what I am doing today. I cannot imagine where I would have ended up. They were not perfect people, and I had a
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difficult time with some of them, but they were the ones God used. It was Godâ€™s mercy that I listened to them.
It is so important that we make listening to those who have the courage to speak into our lives a normal part of our walk
with God. As we grow in the Lord, we can look at how much we know or how much weâ€™ve already walked through a
nd think, â€œWhat more do I need?â€• We can end up thinking we have arrived and can now do something great for G
od. But, as I discovered, this is a dangerous attitude to have. We must always leave room for others to speak into our liv
es.
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