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In Numbers 22 to 24, we read the story of Balaam. There is an important passage here that concerns a number of matte
rs. When King Balak invited Balaam the prophet to come and curse Israel, Balaam sought the will of God. And God clear
ly told Balaam not to go. But then King Balak said he would give him more honour and more money if he came. Then Ba
laam said he would seek Godâ€™s will again. What was the need to seek Godâ€™s will a second time, when God Who
knows the end from the beginning had already told him not to go? But he was eager to get the money and honour. The
Bible says that Balaam â€œloved the wages of unrighteousnessâ€• (2 Peter 2:15).
You may also find yourself in situations like that, where you seek God and sense very clearly in your spirit that God does
not want you to go somewhere. Then you find the salary there to be very attractive and you are tempted â€œto seek Go
dâ€™s will againâ€•!! Whenever you face such a temptation in the future, remember Balaam. God doesnâ€™t change
His mind, just because the salary is more attractive, or the honour is greater. But where God sees that a man wants to g
o a certain way, God wonâ€™t stop him. He will let him go. This is why God told Balaam to go when Balaam asked him
the second time. That was not Godâ€™s perfect will. He would not override Balaamâ€™s free will and make him into a r
obot. He saw that Balaam really wanted to go. So God said â€œGoâ€•. This was something like the father of the prodig
al son allowing his son to go to the far country. God has given us freedom of choice and He will never override our free
will.
But God still sent His angel to stop Balaam. Balaam himself could not see the angel, but his donkey could. What lesson
do we learn from this? Just this: When a man is blinded by the love of money, even a donkey will be able to see spiritual
realities more clearly than him! Because that donkey did not love money, it could see the angel clearly! Balaam could no
t see the angel, because he loved money. Balaam experienced the Spirit of God coming upon him; and he prophesied a
bout Christâ€™s coming (Numbers 24:2, 17). But he lost everything, because of his love for money.
That donkey began to speak to its master. This is the first instance of â€œspeaking in tonguesâ€• in the Bible â€“ a don
key speaking an unknown language fluently â€“ a language it had never learnt! It was supernatural. It was from God, un
doubtedly. But let us learn from this first instance of speaking in tongues in Scripture that speaking in tongues does not
make anyone spiritual â€“ for that donkey remained a stupid donkey even after it spoke in tongues, and even after it exp
erienced the supernatural power of God through its tongue! Remember that always.
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