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POPE CLLS FOR EPOCHAL CHANGE: 'RIGIDITY CONCEALS DERANGEMENT'

by Thomas D. Williams, Ph.D.
21 Dec 2019102
ï•‹
ROME â€” Pope Francis has underscored the need for the Church to embrace â€œepochal change,â€• insisting that re
sistance to change always hides some mental disorder.

Addressing the Roman Curia Saturday, the pope said that â€œtradition is not static, it is dynamic,â€• while proposing th
at â€œwhat we are living is not simply an epoch of change, but a change of epoch.â€•

He said:

We are therefore in one of those moments when changes are no longer linear, but epochal; they constitute choices that 
quickly transform the way of living, of relating, of communicating and elaborating thought, of relating between human ge
nerations and of understanding and living faith and science.

The pope cited fellow Jesuit Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, the former archbishop of Milan, in saying, â€œThe Church ha
s remained 200 years behind the times. Why has it not been shaken up? Are we scared? Fear instead of courage?â€• T
hese are words, Francis said, that â€œshould make us think.â€•

â€œThere is always a temptation to fall back on the past,â€• Francis said, â€œbecause it is more reassuring, known an
d, certainly, less conflictual. Yet this too is part of the process and the risk of undertaking significant changes.â€•

Memory itself â€œis not static, it is dynamic. By its nature it implies movement,â€• he said.

The pope went on to warn against the dangers of â€œrigidity,â€• an attitude he has often associated with conservatives 
who seek security in doctrinal truth, which makes them intransigent.

â€œHere we must warn against the temptation of adopting an attitude of rigidity,â€• he said. â€œThe rigidity that arises 
from the fear of change and ends up sowing the terrain of the common good with stakes and obstacles, making it a mine
field of incommunicability and hatred.â€•

â€œWe always remember that behind every rigidity lies some imbalance,â€• he continued. â€œRigidity and imbalance f
eed each other in a vicious circle. And today this temptation of rigidity has become commonplace.â€•

Citing Saint John Henry Newman, Francis said that â€œhere on earth to live is to change, and perfection is the result of 
many transformations.â€•

Christian life, he said, is â€œa journey, a pilgrimage,â€• and the entire history of the Church â€œhas always been mark
ed by departures, shifts, and changes.â€•

â€œThe path, of course, is not purely geographical, but above all symbolic: it is an invitation to discover the movement o
f the heart which, paradoxically, needs to depart in order to remain, to change in order to stay faithful.â€•

The pontiff also quoted from the Italian novel Il Gattopardo. â€œIf we want everything to remain as it is, everything must 
change.â€•

â€œWe must start processes and not occupy spaces,â€• he said. â€œGod manifests himself in a historical revelation, o
ver time. Time begins the processes, space crystallizes them. God is found in time, in ongoing processes.â€•
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In his appeal for a new mentality more open to change, the pope also addressed the reform of the Roman Curia.

The aim of the current reform, he said, is the transformation of customs, styles, schedules, language, and every ecclesia
l structure so that it can â€œbecome an adequate channel for the evangelization of the present world, rather than for sel
f-preservation.â€•

The world we live in is no longer the world of past generation, the pope said, and, therefore, it requires a new mentality.

â€œBrothers and sisters, we are no longer in Christendom!â€• he said. â€œToday, we are no longer the only ones prod
ucing culture; we are not the first or the most listened to. We therefore need a change of pastoral mentality.â€•

â€œWe are no longer in a regime of Christianity because faith â€” especially in Europe, but also in a large part of the W
est â€” no longer constitutes an obvious presupposition of common life, indeed it is often even denied, derided, marginal
ized and ridiculed,â€• he insisted.

The change of epoch â€œposes serious questions regarding the identity of our faith,â€• he said.

â€œChristmas is the feast of Godâ€™s love for us,â€• he concluded. â€œThe divine love that inspires, directs and corr
ects change and overcomes the human fear of leaving what is â€˜safeâ€™ to relaunch us into the â€˜mystery.â€™â€•
 

Re: Pope calls for epochal change - rigidity must go - posted by narrowpath, on: 2019/12/23 5:30
As long as a church is not submitted under the headship of Christ and sticks to written word, I do not trust them, regardle
ss how pleasant and acceptable she presents herself.

The church of Babylon is forming in front of our eyes, as Jesus and the apostles foretold us. We will soon see who will b
e part of it and who is out and will bear persecution. I believe there will be many surprises and change of sides for good 
and for bad.

Re:  - posted by docs (), on: 2019/12/23 6:21
I agree.

There's a old Catholic prophecy somewhere in the past about 500 years old that gave the timing for a Pope in the latter 
days who would turn out to be a not so above board believer who would bring bad things. This Pope is supposed to be t
he one but I would have to look into it better to find out all the details yet I have read where this Pope is supposed to be t
he one according to the timing of the prophecy. We will see. 

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2019/12/23 8:24
I am treating it as a propaganda. Remember the dialectics of nazism or communism and how they systematically deceiv
ed the masses and where they resulted to. 

In the end what you will see are still RC intentions and viewpoints obligated ( or perhaps violently enforced)as being iner
rant and absolutes.
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