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Every day we make decisions concerning various matters. We make decisions in relation to how we are going to spend
our money or our spare time, or how to speak to, or about someone, or how to write a particular letter, or how to react to
another's behaviour, or how much time to spend in studying the Word, or in prayer, or in serving the church etc., We als
o react in certain ways to the behaviour of people around us from morning till night. We may not realize it, but we make
at least a hundred decisions every day - and in each of those decisions we decide either to please ourselves or to pleas
e God.
Many of our actions are not the result of conscious decisions. But even then, we do them in one of these two ways - eith
er seeking to please ourselves or to glorify God. Our unconscious actions are determined by the way we make our cons
cious decisions. Finally, it is the sum total of these decisions that determine whether we become spiritual or carnal.
Think of the millions of decisions that we have made ever since we were first converted. Those who have consciously an
d consistently chosen to deny their self-will many times each day and to do the will of God, have become spiritual. On th
e other hand, those who have rejoiced merely in the forgiveness of their sins, and who therefore chose to please themse
lves most of the time have remained carnal. Each person's decisions have determined what he has finally become.
You are today as humble and as holy and as loving as you yourself have chosen to be, through the thousands of decisio
ns that you have made in the various situations of life in past years. Consider the spiritual state of two brothers (both con
verted to Christ on the same day), ten years after their conversion. One is now a mature brother with spiritual discernme
nt, to whom God can commit much responsibility in the church. The other is still a child, without discernment, and needin
g to be fed and encouraged by others constantly. What is it that has made such a difference between the two? The ans
wer is: The little decisions that they took during each day of the ten years of their Christian life.
If they continue on in the same way, in another 10 years, the difference between them will be even more pronounced. A
nd in eternity, their differing degrees of glory will be as different as the light emitted by a 2000-watt bulb and a 5-watt bul
b!! "One star differs from another star in glory" (1 Cor.15:41). Don't be weak-willed then. Exercise your will to please God
at all times. If you determine to be faithful from now on, you will have no regrets in eternity, no matter how much you ma
y have failed in your past life up until now. You will find more than enough believers around you who have no interest in l
iving such a disciplined, wholehearted life. Don't judge them. Don't be a Pharisee and despise them. Mind your own busi
ness and don't be a busybody in their affairs. But be different. Let Jesus alone be your Example. Think often of the day
when you will have to give an account of your life at the judgment- seat of Christ.
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