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Repentance is Ultimately Christ in You [Quotes from J.I. Packer, Charles Spurgeon, and Watchman Nee] - posted by Mi

"To the question: what must | do to be saved? the old gospel replies: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. To the further qu
estion: what does it mean to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? its reply is: it means knowing oneself to be a sinner, and
Christ to have died for sinners; abandoning all self-righteousness and self-confidence, and casting oneself wholly upon
Him for pardon and peace; and exchanging oned€™s natural enmity and rebellion against God for a spirit of grateful sub
mission to the will of Christ through the renewing of oned€™s heart by the Holy Ghost.

And to the further question still: how am | to go about believing on Christ and repenting, if | have no natural ability to do t
hese things? it answers: look to Christ, speak to Christ, cry to Christ, just as you are; confess your sin, your impenitence,
your unbelief, and cast yourself on His mercy; ask Him to give you a new heart, working in you true repentance and firm
faith; ask Him to take away your evil heart of unbelief and to write His law within you, that you may never henceforth stra
y from Him. Turn to Him and trust Him as best you can, and pray for grace to turn and trust more thoroughly; use the me
ans of grace expectantly, looking to Christ to draw near to you as you seek to draw near to Him; watch, pray, read, and
hear Goda€™s Word, worship and commune with Goda€™s people, and so continue till you know in yourself beyond d
oubt that you are indeed a changed being, a penitent believer, and the new heart which you desired has been put within
you." -J.l. Packer

"Join with me in prayer at this moment, | entreat you. Join with me while | put words into your mouths, and speak them o
n your behalf 4€” &€celLord, | am guilty, | deserve thy wrath. Lord, | cannot save myself. Lord, | would have a new heart a
nd a right spirit, but what can | do? Lord, | can do nothing, come and work in me to will and to do thy good pleasure.

Thou alone hast power, | know,

To save a wretch like me;

To whom, or whither should | go

If I should run from thee?

But | now do from my very soul call upon thy name. Trembling, yet believing, | cast myself wholly upon thee, O Lord. I tr
ust the blood and righteousness of thy dear Son. . . . Lord, save me tonight, for Jesusa€™ sake.a€+ -Charles Haddon Sp
urgeon

-Watchman Nee, What Shall This Man Do?

The gist of it all is: don't try to force repentance on yourself. Look to Christ, talk to Him like He's your friend, be honest wi
th Him, and you will do well. That's why He's the Saviour and He's the One who does the saving....not you!

- Amen!
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