General Topics :: Seeking the Fullness of Christ

Seeking the Fullness of Christ - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2021/2/5 1:20
That is one deep title!
I have a question, after listening to the sermon brother Greg posted.
We know in John 20 the disciples received the Holy Spirit, after Christ death for our sins and resurrection, showing God t
he Fathers approval of the undeserved transaction that took place for us. John 20:22
Moving on from our Lords sacrifice, and only because of it. After they had received the Holy Spirit. We see in Acts 2 the
disciples were empowered by the Holy Spirit. Did they receive the fullness of Christ at Pentecost?
Later Peter in 2 Peter 1:19 speaks on Christ arising in our hearts. He was talking to believers. Then Paul speaks in his e
pistles about coming to fullness in Christ, he was speaking to believers. Ephesians 4:13.
So after being filled with the Holy Spirit we need the fullness of Christ in order to do what He has called us to do rightly?
This seems to be what transpired concerning the apostles at Pentecost?

Re: Seeking the Fullness of Christ - posted by brothagary, on: 2021/2/5 4:08
Brother I would think beyond doubt we receive all the fullness of God at the baptism of the holy spirit but we also need C
hrist to be formed in us through maturity and even Jesus himself it is said that he learnt through sufferings as well and s
o he was perfected through sufferings so now we got to mature even as the apostles had to mature from that point on a
nd learn ,with this same pattern to become a mature Saints as you know faith grows I see it as it starts out as a mustard
seed small and when we confess gods truth and meditate on his word that small seed grows into a massive tree whereb
y our faith becomes like Christs faith, that's being formed into the image of Christ from image-to-image and glory to glory
even has by the spirit of the Lord, we got to learn to put to death our members and learn what it means to die daily but o
ne thing I can say is when you get the revelation that you died with Christ and that is no longer you who live but christ w
ho lives in you, it becomes easier and easier and we developed a habit of not sinning but putting to death our members
and it becomes extremely exciting and day by day after the revelation that we died with Christ as the apostle Paul said, r
eckon yourselves dead unto but alive unto god in Jesus Christ, it becomes exciting and easier but at the same time the
devil's and the demons will come to attack us but god works all things for good for those that love god and those thatare
called according to his purpose and we get stronger and understand that we have full power over every demon every sin
gle demon, put on the shield of faith whearby you will be able to quench every fire in dart of the wicked one, every demo
n of sickness we have a athority over them, and our faith just keeps growing it's a beautiful experience I find myself just
shaking my head with tears everyday last couple of months because we are so not worthy of this blessing and it just ma
kes it all the more better and enjoyable god bless your brother.
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Re: - posted by TorontoDan, on: 2021/2/5 8:51
I will share in time. I've been really convicted to pray for the members of this site before posting anything more to this sit
e, and so with that I'm removing my post. Take care.
Re: - posted by Platy, on: 2021/2/5 9:15
Martyn Lloyd-Jones recalled, 'Dr. Tozer and I shared a conference years ago, and I appreciated his ministry and his fello
wship very much. One day he said to me: 'Lloyd-Jones, you and I hold just about the same position on spiritual matters,
but we have come to this position by different routes.' 'How do you mean?' I asked. 'Well,' Tozer replied, 'you came by w
ay of the Puritans and I came by way of the mystics.'
Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2021/2/5 9:53
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith (A)and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to (B)a perfect man, to the measur
e of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be (C)children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of (D)deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the (E)headâ€”Christâ€” ( Ephesians 4:13-15.

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal,(A) but I press on to take hold(B) of that fo
r which Christ Jesus took hold of me.(C) 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. Bu
t one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind(D) and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on(E) toward the goal to win
the prize(F) for which God has called(G) me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:12-17).

My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, (Galatians 4:19)

Re: TorontoDan - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2021/2/5 9:53
Quote:
-------------------------I will share in time. I've been really convicted to pray for the members of this site before posting anything more to this site, and so wi
th that I'm removing my post. Take care.
-------------------------

As one that don't post here much anymore, "just reads" I can totally relate to this. I do understand some debates can be
healthy, and we all can learn from them, but it's been a long, long time I've see one like that.
Most start out to be healthy and sincere, only to end up seeing folks on here saying words that only dilute the original po
st, and it ends causing a lot of strife. We are living in a day, where everyone wants and needs to be right, no matter what
the cost, admitting wrong is almost unheard of these days.
We must remember, the word is called the living word of God, sometimes it ministers to all of us differently, so if it minist
ers to us differently, we are never going to always agree on what some scriptures minister to us, so why carry on and try
to win, like it's some sort of competition? I wish we could all focus more on God, and how HE is moving in the world toda
y.

Jeremiah says in 29:13 "You shall seek Me, and find Me, when you shall search for Me with all your heart."
We are standing on the threshold of change. The Lord is moving in a more powerful way than ever before and an entirel
y new dimension is opening before us. God's Word is made available to us daily through many different mediums so tha
t we are able to grow in His wisdom and understand His will.
His Spirit is calling us into a place of deeper intimacy with Him so that we can know His heart. When we understand Go
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d's will and yield our lives to His heart's desire, our prayers will reach into eternity and bring His infinite power to Earth.
Our lives will show forth His glory and our witness will bring honor to Him and Him alone.
The Prophet Jeremiah said that we would only find God when we search for Him with all of our heart. God is not playing
hard to get, but He will not be found until a diligent search is made. He is looking for total commitment and He will not s
how Himself to us until He sees that our heart is desperate for Him. We will not experience God if we approach Him wit
h prayers that are inspired by our own foolish desires and notions.
If we intend to find God at all, His kingdom must be our main interest. He must become more important to us than our n
ext breath, the food that we eat, or the water that we drink. Our entire lives must communicate to God that He is life to o
ur being and that we love Him for who He is, not for what He gives.

Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2021/2/5 9:58
Amen Brother Bill
â€œIf we intend to find God at all, His kingdom must be our main interest. He must become more important to us than o
ur next breath, the food that we eat, or the water that we drink. Our entire lives must communicate to God that He is life t
o our being and that we love Him for who He is, not for what He gives.â€•
Re: - posted by Platy, on: 2021/2/5 10:05
Just to clarify TorontoDan had posted something about Christians coming to God in different ways. My post was just affi
rming what he said. It looks out of place now since he deleted it.
Re: Seeking the Fullness of Christ - posted by beloved-vern, on: 2021/2/5 10:25
you wrote
"We know in John 20 the disciples received the Holy Spirit, after Christ death for our sins and resurrection, showing God
the Fathers approval of the undeserved transaction that took place for us. John 20:22"
But look what Christ said
John 16:7-1, "Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter wi
ll not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and o
f righteousness, and of judgment:
Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgm
ent, because the prince of this world is judged.

Re: Platy - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2021/2/5 10:35
Platy wrote
Quote:
------------------------- Just to clarify TorontoDan had posted something about Christians coming to God in different ways. My post was just affirming what
he said. It looks out of place now since he deleted it.
-------------------------

I understand, I guess I was just offering an opinion on "some" of the debates I've read here lately. I just wanted to hopef
ully offer some thoughts/ideas that could help us change the course of some of these debates, and to focus more on Go
d, and gain that personal relationship with HIM that I know we all really desire....Carry on.
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Re: - posted by Platy, on: 2021/2/5 10:43
No worries I agree with you majority of debates end up going downhill.
Re: Seeking the Fullness of Christ - posted by Sree (), on: 2021/2/5 11:11
I am a strong believer in 2nd blessing. This is how I received the infilling of the holy spirit. But I do not put God in a box
and say this is how God will operate. Some people receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit in the first blessing itself, that is
when they are born again.
But I have met believers who say that we receive Holy Spirit fully when we are born again and we should not seek anythi
ng anymore experience. This to me is not a right stand and it is putting God in a box.
The disciples were born again in John 20:22 when they believed in the resurrection of Jesus. Hence they received the
Holy Spirit. But the Baptism of Holy Spirit which means to be full of Holy Spirit or immersed in the Holy Spirit happened o
n the day of Pentecost.
The main purpose of Baptism of Holy Spirit or the Pentecost experience is to be a witness for Christ (Acts 1:8). I can tak
e from my own life experience. When I was born again from the Hindu faith, I loved the Lord but I was weak and could n
ot openly say that I was a Christian. I was afraid of the persecution from my Hindu relatives and friends. But after 2 yea
rs I had an encounter with the Lord in which I believe I was filled with the Holy Spirit. From that moment all my fears disa
ppeared, I had no trouble being a witness for Christ no matter how much persecution I had to face. I received power.
A brother who had a similar experience as mine said that before he had this Pentecost experience, he used to hide his b
ible in a cover so that no one finds that he is a Christian. But when Holy Spirit filled him, he threw the cover!

Re: - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2021/2/5 11:11
We should not be debating the Word of God. If we would share more scripture instead of our opinions concerning the int
erpretation of scripture, there would be fewer debates. Strife and arguing is not a sign of spiritual maturity but of carnality
.
We should be using this forum to build up the Body in love. That is why Denominations are not of God, because they bri
ng division to the Body of Christ instead of unity.

Re: - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2021/2/5 12:03
Brothers honestly I was seeking what our Lord has shown each of you on this subject of entering into His fullness. Than
k you each for your comments so far. My faith certainly increased when I heard the sermon from brother Paris! Iâ€™m c
alled to continue moving on into maturity in Christ our Lord!
Many times I believe we have to allow the Holy Spirit to bring us back to the path we are to follow! Brother Dan feel free t
o email me what you were going to write. Iâ€™m trying to listen to you all with your different gifts in the body of Christ:) I
know each one of you see something clearer then I do. Praise be to God He devised it that way!
Sree our experience seems similar, however moving on to mature man in Christ Jesus! To be pleasing in His sight broth
ers! To wake up and live each day we have left in total dependence on Him.
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Re: - posted by brothagary, on: 2021/2/5 12:13
I don't think iv seen so many members practically in agreement in at one time here on sermon index, i have to say six a
mens i think lost count ,bless you brothers , in the mighty name of Jesus , in the unity of the spirit....i just had to add that
was a special one from you bill !
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2021/2/5 12:37
Quote:
------------------------Sree our experience seems similar, however moving on to mature man in Christ Jesus! To be pleasing in His sight brothers! To wake up and live each
day we have left in total dependence on Him.

-------------------------

Yes brother, I only shared the visible part of the change in me which is to be a bold witness of Christ without any fear of
persecution. But there were many invisible changes inside me to become a living witness from inside. I got the power t
o overcome sin, many sins that could easily entangle me no longer had power over me. Bible became a different book a
nd I started receiving revelation from it. Desire to know God intimately came in, desire to pray, and words to pray came i
n. Strong confidence because God is my father came in.
I do not believe it is worth fighting with anyone on this subject of the Holy Spirit and being filled with the Holy Spirit. Irres
pective of what we believe, we are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit, so let us seek to obey that command.

Re: - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2021/2/5 13:20
Sree again we agree brother. I apologize I was rushing to get to work, Excited each of you had shared with me. And wan
ted to respond graciously I Didnâ€™t mean to rush my commit towards you. Forgive me.
In my own life the sins I couldnâ€™t break He broke. The Bible became a book of color where before it was plan. Witne
ssing came from within to outside of me to those around me boldly. A great inward pull came and comes from within me
to know our savior closer.
Still I know I have not entered into fullness in Christ. I truly believe we all can talk to each other as though we were all at
my house breaking bread and fellowshipping amongst ourselves in love. Without stabbing each other. I strongly believe
we have many parts in the body of Christ and God has devised it in such a way that if we are to reach full stature in the i
mage of our Lord. We must work together, and learn from each as the Spirit directs us.

Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2021/2/5 13:39
Quote:
------------------------Sree again we agree brother. I apologize I was rushing to get to work, Excited each of you had shared with me. And wanted to respond graciously I Di
dnâ€™t mean to rush my commit towards you. Forgive me.

-------------------------

There nothing wrong with your earlier post. I felt I did not actually address the main subject of discussion which is growi
ng into the maturity of Christ. I only addressed being filled with the Holy Spirit and how it changed my life.
Also, I did not want my support for 2nd blessing to attract theological debates here. This is not the purpose of my post. H
ence I put the 2nd part in my post.
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This is my personal understanding and also my experience. The more we try to become like Christ with the hope of bein
g transformed to His Image (1 John 3:3), the more we understand our own inability. Hence we seek the fullness of the H
oly Spirit to lead us into the image of Christ. This produces the hunger and thirst and Jesus spoke about in John 7:28.

Re: Mike - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2021/2/5 13:40
Brother Mike said:
Quote:
-------------------------We should not be debating the Word of God. If we would share more scripture instead of our opinions concerning the interpretation
of scripture, there would be fewer debates. Strife and arguing is not a sign of spiritual maturity but of carnality.
We should be using this forum to build up the Body in love. That is why Denominations are not of God, because they bring division to the Body of Chri
st instead of unity.
-------------------------

Brother Mike, you nailed it! Thank You..God Bless you all.
Re: - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2021/2/5 13:46
Thank you Bill, thank you Mike. I will seek to incorporate this as well. I want unity among our brethren through Christ as
well, by His Spirit!
Re: - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2021/2/5 14:15
2 Peter 2:19 â€œAnd so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lam
p shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.â€œ
In love and pushing into this subject further for my instruction! Brethren what do you see this meaning.... â€œuntil the da
y dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.â€•
This has for many years always caught my spirit seeing there is indeed more, (added) a closer walk with Christ.
Re: - posted by Platy, on: 2021/2/5 20:54
AbideinHim said:
"We should not be debating the Word of God. If we would share more scripture instead of our opinions concerning the in
terpretation of scripture, there would be fewer debates. Strife and arguing is not a sign of spiritual maturity but of carnalit
y.
We should be using this forum to build up the Body in love. That is why Denominations are not of God, because they bri
ng division to the Body of Christ instead of unity."
I disagree with some of the things you stated here. But that should be ok we can have disagreements as long we can h
ave a healthy discussion and be mature about it. After all how can you possibly go through life agreeing with everything
and everybody. Its not practical nor is it safe. For example, if somebody comes here and posts false doctrine you have
would have to violate your own standards and there are actually people who promote false doctrine in the church and th
ey use the same exact reasoning you presented. They will start playing the love card or they will getting start super spiri
tual all of a sudden.
I was invited to join a bible study a while back. The people in the bible study were of the prosperity gospel and cheap gr
ace persuasion and they were following some of the most infamous blatant prosperity gospel teachers. Now prosperity
gospel is a false gospel and I'm sure you guys would all agree with that (but then again I did see some word of faith guys
in here so maybe not). Anyway we all took turns leading the bible study. Every week someone would exhort a chapter
of the bible. Now of course when my turn came I would across non prosperity gospel passages and explain that to them
and also I would warn of the prosperity gospel. You know what they did. They would start talking over me and just lead
when it was my turn to lead. Then they wanted to turn the bible study into a prayer meeting. So it was originally adverti
sed as a bible study but now all of sudden they want to turn into a prayer meeting. Do you think it was because they wa
nted to pray or for other obvious dishonest reasons? One guy actually said that lets just close the bible and just love on
e another. None of these people were genuine christians only by name. I think they even voted for Biden which should
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tell you a bit. The irony here was the whole time they were promoting their own viewpoints and then when they start hea
ring something thing they donâ€™t like they either play the love card or start getting super spiritual. It actually becomes
very cult like.
If you go out into the world and look at groups like LGBTQ. This is also the message they will preach. A message of tol
erance. In fact this spirit of tolerance has infiltrated much of the church.
Now I don't know much about eschatology. I don't know even if I spelled it right. Some people think that there will be no
rapture but that the church will be persecuted. Now if it is persecution what is the factor which determines whether we w
ill be persecuted or not? The factor is whether we agree or not with the persecutors. If you don't agree you get persecut
ed. If you agree your off the hook. Its really that simple. The spirit of tolerance is what is going into overdrive out there
and in the church today.
Every post on this forum is an opinion. Even when you share the word of God you have to explain it which then become
s an opinion. When you post articles written by others your posting your viewpoint indirectly. For example, BrothaGary
was posting healing articles by A.B. Simpson. What do you think those articles contained? It was full of arguments and
arguments are not a negative thing. A.B. Simpson was arguing for his view of healing. He was literally debating becaus
e he was listing common objections and reasoning against them. And by posting that stuff one is actually engaging in a
debate indirectly.
Did you know the bible is full of arguments? How many times did Paul have disputations? How about Jesus? What ab
out the prophets? What about the command in Jude to earnestly contend for the faith? So arguments themselves are n
ot a bad thing.
Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. (I Corinthians 14:29). It doesnâ€™t say that we remain sile
nt and be accepting.
This is a public forum. Now obviously there are moderators and we are subject to the rules set forth by the moderators.
If you post in a public forum your putting self up to scrutiny. This is a good thing for everybody. We donâ€™t want to po
st things and have no accountabilty.
Anyway Mike Iâ€™m not accusing having a wrong spirit or anything but we want to make sure we are not engaging in di
shonest tactics. Maybe I used wrong the word when I said â€œdebateâ€• how about a healthy, mature, and fair discuss
ion.
Proverbs 27:17
Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
Re: - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2021/2/6 6:52

Hi Sree,
Just a question:

Quote:
------------------------- The disciples were born again in John 20:22 when they believed in the resurrection of Jesus. Hence they received the Holy Spirit.
But the Baptism of Holy Spirit which means to be full of Holy Spirit or immersed in the Holy Spirit happened on the day of Pentecost.
-------------------------

Thomas was not there in John 20:22 so when was Thomas born again?
Blessings
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Re: Platy - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2021/2/6 9:39
Platy said:
Quote:
-------------------------But that should be ok we can have disagreements as long we can have a healthy discussion and be mature about it. After all how c
an you possibly go through life agreeing with everything and everybody. Its not practical nor is it safe. For example, if somebody comes here and posts
false doctrine you have would have to violate your own standards and there are actually people who promote false doctrine in the church and they use
the same exact reasoning you presented. They will start playing the love card or they will getting start super spiritual all of a sudden.
-------------------------

The example you used "if somebody comes here and posts false doctrine' is not a good example of the debates/discussi
ons we're talking about. I believe Mike was referring to the everyday debates/discussions that are by existing members,
not someone that come barging through the door, trying to cause strife by promoting a false gospel. That is a bad exam
ple to justify the strife caused by the everyday debates/discussions that I believe we're talking about.
It's pretty simple to understand what I think we're referring to. When debates/discussions begin to go downhill "as most I
witnessed do" it's time for mature Christians to back out of the discussion/debate. Mike said "Strife and arguing is not a s
ign of spiritual maturity but of carnality." I agree 100%. just to reiterate, we were talking about discussions/debates that b
egin to go downhill.
You listed many good examples of discussions/debates and they're all good examples of good healthy discussions/deba
tes, but the point or message here by Mike and others is, not the content, but the strife and division they cause when the
discussions/debates turn into arguments. I personally have read some replies here on some threads, that would make S
atan blush, this is what I'm personally referring to.
Re: - posted by Platy, on: 2021/2/6 10:44
Hi Bill,
We are back to square one. I am totally in agreement with you that debates can end up going downhill the disagreemen
t is that Mike came and followed up saying we should not debate the word of God but share it. That is where the if come
s in. If you are not allowed to debate the word of God what do you when false doctrine comes in. This is two different th
ings. There is two sides of the ditch shutting down all discourse and bad behavior in posts.
When you share something you are inviting discourse/debate and that it is a safe thing.
Re: - posted by Sree (), on: 2021/2/6 12:01
Quote:
-------------------------

Thomas was not there in John 20:22 so when was Thomas born again?

-------------------------

Simple in later verses when he saw the resurrected Jesus and called him his God. I am sure he also received the Holy S
pirit when he believed in the resurrected Christ.
One may ask then why is it not recorded that Jesus breathed on Thomas. Holy Spirit is not always given the same way.
For example in the Day of Pentecost, Holy Spirit was visibly seen decending as tongues of fire. But many after that who
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit did not have such experience. Even Jesus received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
as a dove decending from heaven. It is not always the same manifestation.
Through all this God is teaching us not to put the work of the Holy Spirit in a box and say this is how He will work. But sa
dly most men do the exact opposite.
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Re: - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2021/2/6 14:15
Outside of our Lordâ€™s Word many brothers and sisters who have left this world have had different experiences conce
rning this. I found J. Gilchrist Lawsonâ€™s book on Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians most helpful.
With many Christians throughout Christendom we have all read describing there experience.

Re: - posted by BranchinVINE (), on: 2021/2/7 2:46
Thank you, Sree, for your reply.

Quote:
------------------------- Simple in later verses when he saw the resurrected Jesus and called him his God. I am sure he also received the Holy Spirit when
he believed in the resurrected Christ.
-------------------------

This is an assumption. It is not written. I am sure you will also agree that we cannot stand on assumptions.
Consider these:
(1)
ALL THAT JESUS PERFORMED IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS DISCIPLES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN ARE â€œSIGN
Sâ€• (OR, ATTESTING MIRACLES) WITH THE PURPOSE THAT WE MAY BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, T
HE SON OF GOD, AND THAT BELIEVING WE MAY HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME.
Immediately following John 20:19-29, this is written:
John 20:30-31 â€“
Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may ha
ve life in His name.
Therefore, what Jesus performed in John 20:19-29 are â€œsignsâ€•.
He performed these 2 signs:
Firstly, He showed them His hands and side. This is the â€œsignâ€• (or, attesting miracle) of His resurrection.
Secondly, He breathed on them and said to them, â€œReceive the Holy Spiritâ€•. I suggest that is the â€œsignâ€• of th
e Holy Spirit that will coming to indwell them. It was not the occasion of their new birth.
Thomas was not there.
Eight days later, the Lord appeared to His disciples again when Thomas was with them.
The Lord Jesus then showed Thomas His hands and side, the â€œsignâ€• of His resurrection, and Thomas saw and bel
ieved. But it is not written that He breathed the Holy Spirit into Thomas. Instead, He said to Thomas:
John 20:29 â€“
Jesus said to him, â€œBecause you have seen Me, have you now believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet
believed.â€•
I suggest that Thomas joined the blessed company of believers who were not given a â€œsignâ€• (or, attesting miracle)
and yet believed in the coming of the indwelling Holy Spirit.
1 Pet. 12:8-9 â€“
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and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly r
ejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

(2)
THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS POURED OUT ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST TO INDWELL BELIEVERS
Acts 1:4-5 â€“
Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for WHAT THE FATHER HAD PRO
MISED, "WHICH," HE SAID, "YOU HEARD OF FROM ME; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with th
e Holy Spirit not many days from now."
This is what the Father had promised which they had heard from Him:
John 14:16-17 â€“
I WILL ASK THE FATHER, AND HE WILL GIVE YOU ANOTHER HELPER, THAT HE MAY BE WITH YOU FOREVER;
that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Hi
m because He abides with you, AND WILL BE IN YOU.
This is the Holy Spirit who would come to INDWELL THEM FOREVER and give them power to witness.
Acts 1:8 â€“
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, a
nd in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

The Lord Jesus had declared:
John 16:17 â€“
But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; FOR IF I DO NOT GO AWAY, THE HELPER WILL NOT C
OME TO YOU; but if I go, I will send Him to you.
Comment:
The â€œHelperâ€• re: John 14:16, that is, the Holy Spirit to indwell believers.

The Lord Jesus went away into heaven in Acts 1:9. Therefore the Spirit the disciples received in John 20:22 cannot be t
he indwelling Holy Spirit but a special filling. And therefore, AFTER He went away, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spi
rit poured out on believers was the Helper who would indwell them forever.
Following is an extract from â€œAn Humble, Affectionate and Earnest Address to the Clergyâ€• by William Law (1686-1
761):

Quote:
------------------------- For everything in the life, or religion of man, that has not the Spirit of God for its mover, director, and end, be it what it will, is but ea
rthly, sensual, or devilish. The truth and perfection of the gospel state could not show itself, till it became solely a ministration of the Spirit, or a kingdo
m in which the Holy Spirit of God had the doing of all that was done in it. The apostles, whilst Christ was with them in the flesh, were instructed in heav
enly truths from his mouth, and enabled to work miracles in his Name, yet not qualified to know and teach the mysteries of his kingdom. After his resur
rection, he conversed with them forty days, speaking to them of things pertaining to the kingdom of God; nay though he breathed on them, and said, "r
eceive ye the Holy Ghost," yet this also would not do, they were still unable to preach, or bear witness to the truth, as it is in Jesus. And the reason is, t
here was still a higher dispensation to come, which stood in such an opening of the divine life in their hearts, as could not be effected from an outward
instruction of Christ himself. For though he had sufficiently told his disciples the necessity of being born again of the Spirit, yet he left them unborn of it,
till he came again in the power of the Spirit. He breathed on them, and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost," yet that which was said and done was not th
e thing itself, but only a type or outward signification of what they should receive, when he, being glorified, should come again in the fullness and powe
r of the Spirit, breaking open the deadness and darkness of their hearts with light and life from heaven, which light did, and alone could, open and verif
y in their souls, all that he had said and promised to them whilst he was with them in the flesh. All this is expressly declared by Christ himself, saying u
nto them, "I tell you the truth, it is expedient for you that I go away"; therefore Christ taught them to believe the want, and joyfully to expect the coming
of a higher and more blessed state, than that of his bodily presence with them. For he adds, "if I go not away, the comforter will not come"; therefore th
e comfort and blessing of Christ to his followers could not be had, till something more was done to them, and they were brought into a higher state tha
n they could be by his verbal instruction of them. "But if I go away," says he, "I will send him unto you, and when the comforter, the Spirit of truth is co
me, he will guide you into all truth; he shall glorify me" (that is, shall set up my kingdom in its glory, in the power of the Spirit) "for he shall receive of mi
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ne, and shall show it unto you: I said of mine, because all things that the Father hath are mine," John xvi.
Now when Christ had told them of the necessity of an higher state than that they were in, and the necessity of such a comforting illuminating guide, as
they could not have till his outward teaching in human language was changed into the inspiration, and operation of his Spirit in their souls, he comman
ds them, not to begin to bear witness of him to the world, from what they did and could in an human way know of him, his birth his life, doctrines, death
, sufferings, resurrection, but to tarry at Jerusalem, till they were endued with power from on high; saying unto them, "Ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you. And then shall ye bear witness unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and unto the utmost part of the earth."
Here are two most important and fundamental truths fully demonstrated, First, that the truth and perfection of the gospel state could not take place, till
Christ was glorified, and his kingdom among men made wholly and solely a continual immediate ministration of the Spirit: everything before this was b
ut subservient for a time, and preparatory to this last dispensation, which could not have been the last, had it not carried man above types, figures and
shadows, into the real possession and enjoyment of that which is the spirit and truth of a divine life. For the end is not come till it has found the beginni
ng; that is, the last dispensation of God to fallen man cannot be come, till putting an end to the "bondage of weak and beggarly elements," Gal. iv.9, it
brings man to that dwelling in God, and God in him, which he had at the beginning.
Secondly, that as the apostles could not, so no man, from their time to the end of the world, can have any true and real knowledge of the spiritual bless
ings of Christ's redemption, or have a divine call, capacity, or fitness to preach, and bear witness of them to the world, but solely by that same divine S
pirit opening all the mysteries of a redeeming Christ in their inward parts, as it did in the apostles, evangelists, and first ministers of the gospel.
For why could not the apostles, who had been eye witnesses to all the whole process of Christ, why could they not with their human apprehension decl
are and testify the truth of such things, till they "were baptized with fire, and born again of the Spirit"? It is because the truth of such things, or the myst
eries of Christ's process, as knowable by man, are nothing else in themselves, but those very things which are done by this heavenly fire and Spirit of
God in our souls. Therefore to know the mysteries of Christ's redemption, and to know the redeeming work of God in our own souls, is the same thing;
the one cannot be before, or without the other. Therefore every man, be he who he will, however able in all kinds of human literature, must be an entir
e stranger to all the mysteries of gospel redemption, and can only talk about them as of any other tale he has been told, till they are brought forth, verifi
ed, fulfilled, and witnessed to by that, which is found, felt and enjoyed of the whole process of Christ in his soul. For as redemption is in its whole natur
e an inward spiritual work, that works only in the altering, changing, and regenerating the life of the soul, so it must be true, that nothing but the inward
state of the soul can bear true witness to the redeeming power of Christ.
-------------------------

We have a tender and loving Saviour and I believe He gives new believers special anointing and gifts to kick-start their
Christian life and He remains our Helper to the end (Heb. 13:5-6).

In the final analysis, it is not the correctness of our doctrines but the correctness of our lives that counts. And the only life
that is acceptable to God is the life led wholly by the indwelling Spirit of God.

Blessings
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