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THE OVERCOMER OF GOD

â€œ...the church, which is His Body,
the fullness of the One who fills all in all.â€•
Ephesians 1:23

GODâ€™S ETERNAL PLAN AND THE CHURCH

Scripture Reading:
Ephesians 1:23

Godâ€™s Eternal Plan

God had an eternal plan before the foundation of the world. There are two goals in this plan. The first is to make all thing
s express Christ, and the second is to make man like Christ, that man would have His life and glory. While God desires t
o accomplish these two goals, He encounters two problems: Satanâ€™s rebellion and manâ€™s fall.

On the day the archangel saw that Christ was the center of all things, he became jealous because of his pride. He wante
d to raise himself to the same position as Godâ€™s Son. He rebelled because he wanted to rob Christ of His position as
the center. One-third of the angels followed him to rebel against God, and on that day all the living creatures on the eart
h also followed him. Satanâ€™s rebellion made everything a chaos, which could not express Christ. The universe is one
big entity. We learn from science that if one speck of dust is out of order, the whole universe can become chaotic and be
in confusion. Today, even though all things can express Godâ€™s glory, they cannot express God Himself.

God created man in order that first he would have the life and glory of Christ, and He intended to put all things under ma
nâ€™s subjection so that man would bring everything back to God. Second, He created man so that man would cooper
ate with God to deal with the rebellious Satan.

But man also fell. Therefore, now God has to accomplish two goals and solve two problems. In order to accomplish His t
wo goals, God has to (1) save fallen man and (2) remove the rebellious Satan.

In order to carry out Godâ€™s two goals and solve His two problems, the Lord Jesus became a man and accomplished 
redemption. The Lord Jesus is not only the Christ to mankind, but also the Christ to all things. Christ is the centrality and 
the universality. Universality means that He is not limited by time or space. Christ is not only the Christ of the Jews or th
e Christ of the church, but He is also the Christ of all things. He is all and in all.

There are three aspects to Christâ€™s redemption: (1) substitution, for the individual; (2) representation, for the church; 
and (3) heading up, for all things. Christ as the Head includes all things. When the Head died, everything included in the 
Head died also. Christâ€™s death is an all-inclusive death. Christâ€™s death as the Head brought all things and manki
nd into death, so that all things and mankind are now reconciled to God.

Christ dealt with everything on the cross. He crushed the serpentâ€™s head and dealt with the rebellious Satan and all 
his works on the cross. He saved fallen mankind on the cross. He brought back all things and reconciled them to God on
the cross. On the cross He gave His life to man so that man can be like Him.

Therefore, we can see that God has two goals and also two problems. By means of the cross, Christ accomplished God
â€™s two goals and also solved Godâ€™s two problems.
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The Churchâ€™s Position and Responsibility

In what position has God put the church? What mission does God want the church to bear on the earth? Why did God al
low Satan, whose head had been crushed, to remain on the earth?

God wants the church on earth not only to preach the gospel to save sinners but also to testify of Christâ€™s victory on 
the cross. God allows Satan to remain on the earth in order to provide us the opportunities to testify to His Sonâ€™s vict
ory. God expects that we would testify to His Sonâ€™s victory. All failing believers damage this testimony.

The church is the Body of Christ. The Body should continue the work of the Head. The church is the fullness of Christ. W
hat overflows from Christ is the church. The church should continue the works of the four Gospels.

There are three very crucial things in the New Testament: (1) the cross, (2) the church, and (3) the kingdom. Christ on th
e cross accomplished redemption and victory. The kingdom is for the manifestation of the accomplishment of Christâ€™
s redemption and His victory. At present, the church is maintaining on earth Christâ€™s accomplishment on the cross. T
he cross is Godâ€™s proper judgment according to the law, while the kingdom is the execution of Godâ€™s authority. T
he church lies in the middle; it maintains the accomplishment of the cross on the one hand and is a foretaste of the powe
r of the coming age on the other hand.

Satan cannot overcome the individual Christ, but he can insult the individual Christ through the corporate Christ. Failure 
of the Body is failure to the Head. A memberâ€™s failure is the Bodyâ€™s failure. We are the continuation of Christ. W
e are to extend Christ (Isa. 53:10) just as we extended Adam. God allows us to remain on earth for the purpose of acco
mplishing His eternal plan and achieving His eternal goal.

Before the ark entered Jerusalem, it was in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite (2 Sam. 6). We should be faithful to take
care of the blood upon the ark (Christâ€™s work) and the cherubim upon the ark (Godâ€™s glory).
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Thanks brother Mike for sharing this. Brother Nee explains it in very simple terms. Is this some kind of devotional?
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