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â€œThe first point I propose to consider is the IMPORTANCE attached to the work of the Holy Spirit in Scripture. I find it
hard to know where to begin and where to leave off, in handling this branch of my subject. It would be easy to fill up all t
his paper by quoting texts about it. So often is the Holy Spirit mentioned in the New Testament, that my difficulty is not s
o much the discovery of evidence, as the selection of texts. Eighteen times in the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Ro
mans Paul speaks of God the Spirit. In fact the place which the Holy Spirit holds in the minds of most professing Christia
ns bears no proportion to the place which He holds in the Word of God...
I shall not spend much time in proving the divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit. They are points which are written in
Scripture as with a sun-beam. I am utterly at a loss to understand how any honest-minded reader of the Bible can fail to
see them. Above all, I am unable to comprehend how any unprejudiced reader of the Bible can regard the Spirit as nothi
ng more than "an influence or principle."
We find it written in the New Testament, that the Holy Spirit was "seen descending in a bodily shape." (Luke 3:22.) He co
mmanded disciples to do acts, and lifted them through the air by His own power. (Acts 8:29-39.) He sent forth the first pr
eachers to the Gentiles. (Acts 13:2.) He spoke to the Churches. (Rev. 2:7.) He makes intercession. (Rom. 8:26.) He sea
rches all things, teaches all things, and guides into all truth. (1 Cor. 2:10; John 14:26; 16:13.) He is another Comforter di
stinct from Christ. (John 14:16.) He has personal affections ascribed to Him. (Isaiah 63:10; Ephes. 4:30; Rom. 15:30.) H
e has a mind, will, and power of His own. (Rom. 8:27; 1 Cor. 12:11; Rom. 15:13.) He has baptism administered in His na
me together with the Father and the Son. (Matt. 28:19.) And whoever shall blaspheme Him has never forgiveness, and i
s in danger of eternal damnation. (Mark 3:29.)
...whatever individual Christians have, are, and enjoy, in contradistinction to the worldly and unconverted, they owe to th
e agency of God the Holy Spirit. By Him they are first called, quickened, and made alive. By Him they are born again, an
d made new creatures. By Him they are convinced of sin, guided into all truth and led to Christ. By Him they are sealed
unto the day of redemption. He dwells in them as His living temples. He witnesses with their spiritsâ€”gives them the spir
it of adoption, makes them to cry 'Abba Father', and makes intercession for them. By Him they are sanctified. By Him the
love of God is shed abroad in their hearts. Through His power they abound in hope. Through Him they wait for the hope
of righteousness by faith. Through Him they mortify the deeds of their bodies. After Him they walk. In Him they live. In a
word, all that believers have from grace to gloryâ€”all that they are from the first moment they believe to the day they de
part to be with Christâ€”all, all, all may be traced to the work of God the Holy Spirit.
(John 6:63; 3:8; 16:9, 10; Eph. 4:30; 1 Cor. 6:19; Rom. 8:15, 16, 26; 2 Thess. 2:13; Rom. 5:5; 15:13; Gal. 5:5, 25; Rom.
8:1, 13.)
...Give Him the honor due unto His name. Give Him in your religion the place and the dignity which Scripture assigns to
Him. Settle it in your minds that the work of all three Persons in the blessed Trinity, is absolutely and equally needful to t
he salvation of every saved soul. The election of God the Father, and the atoning blood of God the Son, are the foundati
on stones of our faith. But from them must never be separated the applicatory work of God the Holy Spirit. The Father ch
ooses. The Son mediates, absolves, justifies, and intercedes. The Holy Spirit applies the whole work to man's soul. Alwa
ys together in Scripture, never separated in Scripture, let the offices of the three Persons in the Trinity never be wrenche
d asunder and disjoined in your Christianity. What God has so beautifully joined together let no man dare to put asunder.
â€•
â€” excerpt from â€œThe Holy Spiritâ€• by J.C. Ryle
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