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The main reason why our ministry as a church has been opposed because we have preached holiness and righteousne
ss. We have proclaimed the fact that â€œsin need not be master over us any longerâ€• (Rom.6:14), that â€œthose who
love money cannot love Godâ€• (Luke.16:13), that â€œthose who are angry with and despise others are guilty enough t
o go to hellâ€• (Matt.5:22), that â€œthose who lust after women with their eyes are also in danger of perishing in hellâ€•
(Matt.5:28,29), etc. Since these words of Jesus are unpalatable to the vast majority of believers, they have opposed us.
We have stood against the unscriptural salary system for Christian workers (something that was unheard of in the first c
entury) and the unscriptural begging for money that characterises Christian work. This has earned us the wrath of those
who make a living through their preaching, and who build their private empires thereby. We have also stood against pers
onality-cults in the church, popery, denominationalism, Western domination of churches, and the unhealthy dependence
on Western leadership that has hindered the development of the churches. This has infuriated the cultistic groups.
Satan's aim is to corrupt God's sanctuary in one way or the other. He places his â€œforcesâ€• (Dan.11:31) within the ch
urch, in order to destroy God's work from within. The history of Christendom reveals how these forces have succeeded i
n corrupting group after group, and movement after movement, through all these 20 centuries.
The main reason for the church's failure has been that the watchmen whom God appointed in the church did not remain
alert and awake. How did Satan succeed in putting these watchmen to sleep? In some cases, by making them afraid to
speak the truth lest they offend some people - especially the rich and the influential. In some other cases, by making the
m wife-pleasers, and lovers of money and of good food. In some cases, the watchmen themselves got tired of facing co
nstant opposition to their message, as they sought to maintain God's standards in the church. And so, they toned down t
heir messages to please men.
In Hebrews 12:3, we are told to consider Jesus â€œWho endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that we
may not grow weary and lose heartâ€•. Who were these sinners who opposed Jesus? They were not the prostitutes or t
he murderers or the thieves in Israel. Nor were they the Romans or the Greeks. No. The sinners who opposed Jesus co
nstantly, were the Bible-thumping preachers and religious leaders in Israel. They were jealous of Jesus and finally killed
Him.
If we follow Jesus, we will face opposition from the same group of people even today. Our greatest opposition will come
from the preachers who have lowered God's standards and corrupted the church. These will be Satan's chief agents to o
ppose us. It is very easy for us to get tired of facing this constant opposition, and to get discouraged.
Satan tries to â€œwear down the saints of God through persecutionâ€• (Dan.7:25). The only way to overcome is by look
ing at the example of Jesus Who faced opposition constantly, until He was killed by His enemies. We too must be willing
to â€œbe faithful unto deathâ€• (Rev.2:10). Any preacher who is unwilling to face opposition until the end of his life, will
end up as an ear-tickling preacher, who will â€œflatter people to win them over to his sideâ€• (Dan.11:32), and end his d
ays as a compromising Balaam.
Our calling as a church is to preserve God's standards at any cost in our midst. We have to be on guard against the forc
es of the antichrist at all times. Paul had preserved the church in Ephesus in purity, by God's grace, during the three yea
rs that he was there. But he told the elders when he was leaving that he was certain that corruption would come in, after
his departure (Acts 20:29-31). And sure enough, it did, as we read in the second letter to the Ephesians (Rev.2:1-5).
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