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A BLACKSMITH PREVAILED WITH GOD FOR A REVIVAL

A story related by Mr. Finney, will illustrate the power of the mighty prayer of faith, even when every human aid seems w
ithheld, and nothing remains but the burning, throbbing heart, breathing out its longings, and pouring out its groans and t
ears before the Lord.

In a certain town there had been no revival for many years; the church was nearly run out, the youth were all unconverte
d, and desolation reigned unbroken. There lived in a retired part of the town, an aged man, a blacksmith by trade, and of
so stammering a tongue that it was painful to hear him speak. On one Friday, as he was at work in his shop alone in his 
mind became greatly exercised about the state of the church, and of the impenitent. His agony became so great that he 
was induced to lay aside his work, lock the shop door, and spend the afternoon in prayer.

He prevailed and on the Lord's day, called on the minister and desired him to appoint a conference meeting. After some 
hesitation -- the minister consented -- observing, however, that he feared but few would attend. He appointed it the sam
e evening, at a large, private house. 

The people gathered from far and near, doubtless to surprise of the unbelieving and faint-hearted. A solemn sense of th
e presence of God seemed to oppress the as feelings too deep for speech were welling up in many hearts. All was silent
for a time, until one sinner broke out in and said, if any one could pray, he begged him to pray for him. Another followed, 
and still another, until it was found that persons from every quarter of the town were under deep conviction. And what wa
s remarkable was, that they all dated their conviction at the hour when the old man was praying in his shop. A powerful r
evival followed. Thus this old stammering man prevailed, and as a prince had power with God. -- Records of Prevailing 
Prayer
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