
Scriptures and Doctrine :: But after this the....

But after this the.... - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/8/10 15:23
Judgement.  I would like to get start a study on Judgment and the final estate of the wicked.  

Here are a few questions to start it off.

How many times are we judged?  Great White Throne, Judgement Seat of Christ.. Are they different?

When?  Imediately after death or at one time which is appointed by God?

Is Hell  the final estate of the wicked or the lake of fire? Are those 2 different?  

Sorry if I posted too many questions.  I just thought I would post most of what came to mind, but lets try to start with the f
irst question.  

I hope everyone participates.  :-) 

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/10 16:25
Isn't there a difference between the final estate of the wicked and 'us'?

The great white throne has come up in other forums, and there seems to be a doctrine that Christians won't be there.  I
have trouble with this for two reasons - the dividing of the sheep and the goats, (Matt 25:31 - 46) and, the presence of
the book of life, here:

Revelation 20
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opene
d, which is  of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their wor
ks.

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2005/8/10 16:41
How many times are we judged?  
Once:
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." (II Corinthians 5:10).

Great White Throne, Judgement Seat of Christ.. Are they different?

I could be wrong (has happened before) but I see that they are the same thing.  I can recall also in Daniel 7:
9 "As I kept watching,
thrones were set in place, 
and the Ancient of Days took His seat.
His clothing was white like snow, 
and the hair of His head like whitest wool. 
His throne was flaming fire; 
its wheels were blazing fire. 10 A river of fire was flowing,
coming out from His presence.
Thousands upon thousands served Him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.
The court was convened, 
and the books were opened. 

I take these three accounts to be the same event.
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When? Imediately after death or at one time which is appointed by God?

One Time.  But I don't know for certain.

Is Hell  the final estate of the wicked or the lake of fire? Are those 2 different? 

Ghenna is Hell.  It is where the rich man went in the Lazarus story told by Christ.  Sheol is the place where Lazarus went
(to be with Abraham).  Two different places.  I say that because in Revelation 20 says:
11 Then I saw a great white throne and One seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from His presence, and no place was fo
und for them. 12 I also saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Anot
her book was opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were judged according to their works by what was written i
n the books. 13 Then the sea gave up its dead, and Death and Hades gave up their dead; all were judged according to t
heir works. 14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And anyo
ne not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

My interpretation is that Death (Sheol) and Hades (Gheanna) will give up their dead.  The dead are judged according to t
heir works and if their names are written in the book of Life.  People in the Book of Life go to heaven, if not they go to the
Lake of Fire.  The places Death and Hell are then cast into the lake of fire as well. 

The lake of fire is the final destination for all that do not accept Jesus.  

Also, a side note, I believe that the "books that are opened" along with the Book of life is the Law of God (The Command
ments).  These will be used by God to determine how "good" a person was and thus they will all be condemned.

These are my beliefs.  I don't expect anyone else to agree with me 100% and I am always open to learn more...and if I a
m wrong...change to what is right.

Re: But after this the..., on: 2005/8/10 17:21
Thought it is worth mentioning these here, to help keep perspective.

1 Corinthians 11
31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.   
32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.  

Matthew 16:26  
For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  

Matthew 10:28  
And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both so
ul and body in hell.  

Luke 1:50  
And his mercy  on them that fear him from generation to generation.  

Re: But after this the.... - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/10 18:02
Hi PreacherParsly...!

This is a great topic for discussion.  I currently believe that there is only one judgment.  I'll look up some Scriptures and p
ost back more for discussion later!  

Thanks for starting this thread!

 :-) 
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Re:, on: 2005/8/10 19:56

Quote:
-------------------------
ccchhhrrriiisss wrote:
Hi PreacherParsly...!

This is a great topic for discussion.  I currently believe that there is only one judgment.  I'll look up some Scriptures and post back more for discussion l
ater!  

Thanks for starting this thread!
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response:

I agree Brother, there is only one judgment for the Christian--the Bema seat of Jesus Christ for rewards:

1 Cor 3:
 8.  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.
 9.  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
 10.  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let e
very man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
 11.  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
 12.  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
 13.  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work 
of what sort it is.
 14.  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
 15.  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

The reason for my belief is above when it says that the Bema judgment seat is a judgment for rewards and all those that go through it are saved:
14.  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward (Gold, Silver & Precious Stones).
 15.  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss (wood hay and stubble): BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SAVED; yet so as by fire.

All of the things that he(the believer) didn't do for Christ's glory will be burnt before his eyes as wood, hay and stubble. Those things that he did for Chri
st's glory he will receive a reward for, but either way he is saved!

On the other hand, at the Great White Throne Judgment the Books are opened, the Law and the Lambs Book of Life. Each man that goes to this judg
ment is judged by the law. His life is weighed in the balance with God's requirements, the law. Unless he/she satisfied them all, 100% of the time he/sh
e is found guilty!

Since he/she did not trust Jesus and believe in his death and resurrection, and worship Him as LORD, he cannot be saved and is now described, is no
w labeled, by the sins he committed during his life by thought or deed- as a fornicator, adulterer, effemenite, etc. etc. etc. 

At least,that is the way that I see it. None of them (at the Great White Throne) are written in the Lambs Book of Life, and none of them followed the law
, by thought or deed, ever. It is an impossibility. Jesus Christ, the God Man is the only one who ever kept the law.

One thing that happens at the Great White Throne is that every knee will bow to Jesus as LORD before they are damned to Hell. The have lived their li
fe and have trusted in their own works to be saved. After this judgment they all know that Christ is the only one that could ever follow the law, ever and
that they have failed.

God bless,

Stever

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/11 7:19
Hi Stever,

On grounds of pure English analysis, I don't know how you can suggest that we will be rewarded with 'gold, silver,
precious stones'.  The original temple was inlaid with 'gold, silver, precious stones'.  They were part of the fabric of the
building, placed there to glorify God.  We are being built into a living temple, in which God Himself can dwell.  WE ARE
THE Gold, Silver, Precious Stones which help to show off His glory, and Peter puts the whole 'stone' picture in
perspective with the rest of the New Testament, including Paul and Jesus, which also calls on Old Testament prophecy. 

We are also promised in several places in the OT, to be jewels in His crown, again picking up on the 'jewel' picture.  This
is echoed by Spurgeon in a post I made in the Lounge, (Keep on keeping on) where he says a well-tried saint becomes
like a glittering diamond in His crown.
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This follows the thought in 1 Peter 1 that we must be tried (as by fire) to show forth our like precious faith with Him.  This
is how we become purer - in the refiner's fire - gold or silver, and precious stones are formed by slow pressure in the
depth of the earth - buried.

1 Peter 2  (KJV)
4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,   
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.   
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that be
lieveth on him shall not be confounded.   
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disa
llowed, the same is made the head of the corner,   
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunt
o also they were appointed. 

1 Corinthians 3 (Young's Literal Translation)
10 According to the grace of God that was given to me, as a wise master-builder, a foundation I have laid, and another d
oth build on ,   
11 for other foundation no one is able to lay except that which is laid, which is Jesus the Christ;   
12 and if any one doth build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-- 13 of each the work 
shall become manifest, for the day shall declare it, because in fire it is revealed, and the work of each, what kind it is, the
fire shall prove;   
14 if of any one the work doth remain that he built on it, a wage he shall receive;   
15 if of any the work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; and himself shall be saved, but so as through fire. 

This makes the most sense in the overall context of the concepts.  The fire will show that what is not burnt up is already 
refined.  That's what 'prove' means.  The gold, silver and precious stones will survive the flames.

JaySaved quoted 

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, acco
rding to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." (II Corinthians 5:10).

The incentive here, is to cease from sin.

1 Peter 4:1 
Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that h
ath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;   
2 That he no longer should live the rest of  time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

Re: - posted by letsgetbusy (), on: 2005/8/11 16:23
I believe the Corinthians judgement, The Judgement Seat of Christ will happen, and then this from Revelation 20:

 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years.
 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.

 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there w
as found no place for them.
 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, wh
ich is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their w
orks.
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 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they 
were judged every man according to their works.
 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

This is your interpretation of course, but I read from verse 5 that God's elect will be reigning with him during the judgeme
nt of the unsaved dead.

As best I can tell, Stever's comments on the judgement of Christians will have already occured before the judgement of t
he unsaved dead. It seems some of the elect will be judging the dead. I'm not sure if all the elect will judge or not. I'm op
en for Scriptures that cover that. I take it from 1 Cor 6 that we will all judge the fallen angels:

"Know ye not that we shall judge angels?."

Come Lord Jesus.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/8/11 17:16
Don't the believers have to be judged before the 1000 year reign?  If we reign with Him, isn't there going to be some ove
r more cities than others? Or do you (whoever) interperate that parable (Luke 19)all figuritive?

I guess before that my question would be who does what in the 1000 year reign?  Are tribulation saints different in this s
etting(Rev 20:4-6)  from saints of old or of today?

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2005/8/11 18:05
Sister Dorcas quoted:

Quote:
-------------------------32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.  

-------------------------

In Psalms 119 we hear of judgements that come from the Lord in the way of day to day corrections according to the Holy
Spirit.  I believe the Scripture above speaks to the same precept found in Psalms 119.

Psa. 119:7 	I will praise You with uprightness of heart,
	When I learn Your righteous judgments. 

Psa. 119:13 	With my lips I have declared
	All the judgments of Your mouth. 

Psa. 119:20 	My soul breaks with longing
	For Your judgments at all times. 

Psa. 119:30 	I have chosen the way of truth;
	Your judgments I have laid before me.

Psa. 119:39 	Turn away my reproach which I dread,
	For Your judgments are good. 

Psa. 119:52 	I remembered Your judgments of old, O LORD,
	And have comforted myself. 

Psa. 119:62 	At midnight I will rise to give thanks to You,
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	Because of Your righteous judgments. 

Psa. 119:66 	Teach me good judgment and knowledge,
	For I believe Your commandments. 

Psa. 119:75 	I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right,
	And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 

Psa. 119:84 	How many are the days of Your servant?
	When will You execute judgment on those who persecute me? 

Psa. 119:102 I have not departed from Your judgments,
		For You Yourself have taught me. 

Psa. 119:106 I have sworn and confirmed
		That I will keep Your righteous judgments. 

Psa. 119:108 Accept, I pray, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD,
		And teach me Your judgments. 

Psa. 119:120 My flesh trembles for fear of You,
		And I am afraid of Your judgments. 

Psa. 119:137 Righteous are You, O LORD,
		And upright are Your judgments. 

Psa. 119:156 Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD;
		Revive me according to Your judgments. 

Psa. 119:160 The entirety of Your word is truth,
		And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever. 

Psa. 119:164 Seven times a day I praise You,
		Because of Your righteous judgments. 

Psa. 119:175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise You;
		And let Your judgments help me. 

In Christ
Jeff

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/11 19:01
Ok Preach, 

You sound like you're having fun and think you have a few answers up your sleeve.  Please help me out with this one
question(s)  ;-).

On reading other parts of Revelation and other prophetic books, it is clear there is numeric symbolism as well as
language containing numbers.  

Here's my question: why do we take the 1000 years which is mentioned, as meaning 1000 years literally?  Why would
this number be literal, and others not?

Don't we suspect ever so slightly, this is 'code' for something other than 1000 years as we know them?  For instance, in
many other verses in the Bible, Old and New Testaments, 'day' means age eg, the 'day of salvation' (2 Cor 6:2)

2 Peter 3:8  (KJV)
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
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as one day.  
 
2 Peter 3:8  (Young)
And this one thing let not be unobserved by you, beloved, that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thou
sand years as one day; 

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/8/11 19:06

Quote:
-------------------------On reading other parts of Revelation and other prophetic books, it is clear there is numeric symbolism as well as coded numeric lan
guage. 
-------------------------

What examples come to mind?  

HAHA I don't have answers.  I'm no prophecy guru.  All I am doing is taking what I have been taught and seeing if it is ri
ght/wrong and to see what parts make it weak or strong.  

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/11 19:41

Quote:
-------------------------All I am doing is taking what I have been taught and seeing if it is right/wrong and to see what parts make it weak or strong. 
-------------------------
So far, has anything been clarified for you?

Re: But after this the....., on: 2005/8/11 19:46

Brother Jeff,

Thank you for posting all those verses about the judgment and judgments of the Lord.  Seeing them laid out like that, hel
ps show how different God's thinking is, than ours and precious must have been the word of God to the psalmist, delighti
ng in it way over any other 'legal' system or idolatry.  These days am being challenged to see Truth more objectively, an
d this helps.  Thanks.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/8/11 19:51

Quote:
-------------------------So far, has anything been clarified for you?
-------------------------

Hmmm..  somewhat... 

Re: - posted by letsgetbusy (), on: 2005/8/11 20:53
preachparsly,

"Don't the believers have to be judged before the 1000 year reign?"

I think so.

"If we reign with Him, isn't there going to be some over more cities than others?"

I think yes on this one, too.

"I guess before that my question would be who does what in the 1000 year reign? Are tribulation saints different in this s
etting(Rev 20:4-6) from saints of old or of today?"
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I'm open on this one, so I started another thread about the subject, but I do read this in Rev 7:14:

"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of t
he Lamb."

If you don't mind red-hot sermons, John Rice discusses every detail of this subject in the sermon, "When Skeletons Com
e Out of the Closets":

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid=20

Re: The Bema Judgment seat of rewards, on: 2005/8/11 23:24
Stever writes:

I have a very good Bible study on the Bema judgment seat of rewards, the Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ:

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF JESUS CHRIST

1. What is the Judgment seat (Bema) of Jesus Christ? 

    The "Bema seat" (or judgment seat) was an elevated seat, located in Corinth. At this seat in the square, Roman magis
trates would sit and administer justice. Athletes may also have appeared here and received rewards for having distinguis
hed themselves.
   If a person is unsaved and dies in their sin, they will be judged at the "great white throne judgment" following the Millen
nium. If a person is a born-again believer in Jesus, they will be judged at the "judgment seat of Christ." Salvation is not a
n issue at this judgment. Their sins have already been forgiven. A person might then ask, how will we be judged? and fo
r what will we be judged?
   At this judgment, we must give an account of our life and what we did or did not do for the Lord. The believer's service 
to God will be reviewed and rewarded. For his lack of service or doing certain things, he will suffer loss. We will be held r
esponsible for the things we did in our body. Every hidden thing will be made known. Every secret thing we said will be p
roclaimed; nothing will be hid. All believers must appear before this judgment seat.
   So many Christians today think that doing this or that worldly thing is more important than spending the time in God's 
Word and serving Jesus, witnessing to the lost, feeding the poor, and loving others as ourselves. At this judgment, we s
hould indeed see how unimportant so many things we did really were. All of the extra time that was spent listening to a r
adio or television, or reading meaningless books, may cause us to lose rewards for eternity. All of the extra time that we 
wasted and spent doing so many meaningless things, such as running after money, pleasures, cares of this life (those th
ings that were not of Jesus), these may now affect our rewards for eternity. This judgment is a judgment of receiving rew
ards and suffering loss of rewards. A Christian's true desire should be to hear the words, WELL DONE, THOU GOOD A
ND FAITHFUL SERVANT-Mt 25:21. Paul's attitude should be the Christian's attitude. As it is written, YEA DOUBTLESS,
AND I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS MY LO
RD: FOR WHOM I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS, AND DO COUNT THEM BUT DUNG, THAT I MAY 
WIN CHRIST-Phili 3:8. Indeed, how important some worldly things or pleasures seem to the Christian now, yet how wort
hless they will be at this judgment. As a Christian, we need to believe the Gospel and live to please Jesus and not oursel
ves. We need to ask ourselves in the many things that we do, "What fruit for Jesus is in it? Is what I am doing pleasing t
o the Lord? Will this greatly hurt me by causing a loss of rewards?"

2-THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST IS FOR BELIEVERS 

    The judgment seat of Christ is for those who have passed from death unto life through Jesus Christ.
   Verily, verily, i say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and sha
ll not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life-jn 5:24. There is therefore now no condemnation to the
m which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesu
s hath made me free from the law of sin and death-Ro 8:1,2.
   For we must all appear before the Judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, ac
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad-2 Cor 5:10.
   WE SHALL ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (or GodÂ’s judgment seat). FOR IT IS WRITT
EN, AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS TO 
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GOD. SO THEN EVERY ONE OF US SHALL GIVE (an) ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO GOD-Romans 14:10-12.
   THEREFORE THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT STAND IN THE JUDGMENT-Ps 1:5. FOR THE TIME IS COME THAT JU
DGMENT MUST BEGIN AT THE HOUSE OF GOD: AND IF IT FIRST BEGIN AT US, WHAT SHALL THE END BE OF T
HEM THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF GOD? AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, WHERE SHALL 
THE UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?-1 Peter 4:17,18.
   Finally, know this, HEREIN IS OUR LOVE MADE PERFECT, THAT WE MAY HAVE BOLDNESS IN THE DAY OF JU
DGMENT: BECAUSE AS HE IS, SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD-1 Jn 4:17.
   Note the words, in 1 Cor 5:5-THAT THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS.

   2 Cor 1:14-AS ALSO YE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED US IN PART, THAT WE ARE YOUR REJOICING, EVEN AS YE A
LSO ARE OURS IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS. 

The day of the Lord Jesus is considered, by many, to be the Rapture.

3-WHEN WILL THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST COME? 

 MARVEL NOT AT THIS: FOR THE HOUR IS COMING, IN THE WHICH ALL THAT ARE IN THE GRAVES SHALL HEA
R HIS VOICE, AND (they) SHALL COME FORTH; THEY THAT HAVE DONE GOOD, UNTO THE RESURRECTION OF
LIFE-Jn 5:28,29. It appears that this judgment shall be held at the time of the resurrection and Rapture.
   IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN? ALL THE DAYS OF MY APPOINTED TIME WILL I WAIT, TILL MY CHANGE
COME-Job 14:14. For IT IS APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO DIE, BUT AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT-Heb 9:27.

4-JESUS SHALL JUDGE 

    It is written, AND HE COMMANDED US TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND TO TESTIFY THAT IT IS HE (Jesu
s) WHICH WAS ORDAINED OF GOD TO BE THE JUDGE OF QUICK (the living) AND DEAD-Acts 10:42. BECAUSE H
E HATH APPOINTED A DAY, IN THE WHICH HE (Jesus) WILL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THAT 
MAN WHOM HE HATH ORDAINED; WHEREOF HE HATH GIVEN ASSURANCE UNTO ALL MEN, IN THAT HE HATH 
RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD-Acts 17:31.
   IN THE DAY WHEN GOD SHALL JUDGE THE SECRETS OF MEN BY JESUS CHRIST-Ro 2:16.

5-WHAT SHALL JUDGE US? 

The judgment shall be ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL-Ro 2:16. The Bible, God's Word, the Law of liberty, will judge us 
at the judgment.
   SO SPEAK YE, AND SO DO, AS THEY THAT SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE LAW OF LIBERTY-Ja 2:12.

6-WHY DO THE BORN-AGAIN APPEAR BEFORE THIS JUDGMENT?
 
    It is written, THAT EVERY ONE MAY RECEIVE THE THINGS DONE IN HIS BODY, ACCORDING TO THAT HE HAT
H DONE, WHETHER IT BE GOOD OR BAD-2 Cor 5:10.

7-WHAT SHALL BE JUDGED?
 
    FOR GOD SHALL BRING EVERY WORK INTO JUDGMENT, WITH EVERY SECRET THING, WHETHER IT BE GO
OD, OR WHETHER IT BE EVIL-Ecc 12:14.

8-NOTHING SHALL BE HID 

    FOR NOTHING IS SECRET, THAT SHALL NOT BE MADE MANIFEST; NEITHER ANY THING HID, THAT SHALL N
OT BE KNOWN AND COME ABROAD-Lk 8:17. FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED, THAT SHALL NOT BE REVEA
LED; NEITHER HID, THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN-Lk 12:2. FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED, THAT SHALL NO
T BE REVEALED; AND HID, THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN-Mt 10:26.
   THEREFORE JUDGE NOTHING BEFORE THE TIME, UNTIL THE LORD COME, WHO BOTH WILL BRING TO LIG
HT THE HIDDEN THINGS OF DARKNESS, AND WILL MAKE MANIFEST (or make known) THE COUNSELS OF THE 
HEARTS: AND THEN SHALL EVERY MAN HAVE PRAISE OF GOD-1 Cor 4:5. For NOTHING IN ALL CREATION IS HI
DDEN FROM GOD'S SIGHT. EVERYTHING IS UNCOVERED AND LAID BARE BEFORE THE EYES OF HIM TO WH
OM WE MUST GIVE ACCOUNT-Heb 4:13 NIV.
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   In addition, know this, THAT EVERY IDLE WORD THAT MEN SHALL SPEAK, THEY SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT THER
EOF IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT-Mt 12:36.
   Note: Nothing is secret. Nothing is hid. Everything shall be made known. All hidden things will be made known, even th
e thoughts of the heart. All things will be uncovered and open, and we will have to give an account. Even every idle word
we speak, we will have to give an account for them.

9-EVEN WHAT YOU HAVE SPOKEN IN SECRET SHALL BE PROCLAIMED OPENLY
 
    THEREFORE WHATSOEVER YE HAVE SPOKEN IN DARKNESS SHALL BE HEARD IN THE LIGHT; AND THAT W
HICH YE HAVE SPOKEN IN THE EAR IN CLOSETS SHALL BE PROCLAIMED UPON THE HOUSETOPS-Lk 12:3. Co
nsider, the most secret things you have ever spoken, which no one may know about, even these shall be proclaimed.

10-REWARDS---ACCORDING TO WHAT WE DID, WE SHALL RECEIVE REWARDS OR SUFFER LOSS OF REWAR
DS

    Jesus receives the reward of the "precious fruit of the earth," the saints. It is written, BEHOLD, THE HUSBANDMAN 
WAITETH FOR THE PRECIOUS FRUIT OF THE EARTH, AND HATH LONG PATIENCE FOR IT, UNTIL HE RECEIVE 
THE EARLY AND LATTER RAIN-Ja 5:7.
   According to what the saints do, they shall receive or lose rewards. It is written, I THE LORD SEARCH THE HEART, I 
TRY THE REINS, EVEN TO GIVE EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WAYS, AND ACCORDING TO THE FRUIT OF 
HIS DOINGS-Jere 17:10. God searches the heart; then, according to our ways and the fruit of our doings, we shall recei
ve rewards.
   TAKE HEED THEREFORE HOW YE HEAR: FOR WHOSOEVER HATH, TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN-Lk 8:18. Each pe
rson is given a certain number of talents. Some will be good and faithful servants and will multiply what has been given t
o them. At the judgment, they will be rewarded according to what they have.
   For EVERY MAN'S WORK SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST (or shown for what it is-NIV): FOR THE DAY SHALL DECLA
RE IT, BECAUSE IT SHALL BE REVEALED BY FIRE; AND THE FIRE SHALL TRY (or test) EVERY MAN'S WORK OF 
WHAT SORT IT IS (or will test the quality of each man's work-NIV). IF ANY MAN'S WORK ABIDE (or survives) WHICH 
HE HATH BUILT THEREUPON, HE SHALL RECEIVE A REWARD. IF ANY MAN'S WORK SHALL BE BURNED, HE S
HALL SUFFER LOSS: BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SAVED; YET SO AS BY FIRE (but only as one escaping through t
he flames-NIV)-1 Cor 3:13-15. What a waste, as some shall suffer a loss of rewards for eternity. Consider, there will be 
people at the judgment who will find that so much of what they did was of the flesh and not of God. It was of the world an
d not the Spirit. They shall have the great joy of being with Jesus forever; nevertheless, the rewards they might have had
for eternity were lost as much of their works did not stand the test of fire.
   Therefore, take heed, FOR HE THAT SOWETH TO HIS FLESH SHALL OF THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION; BUT 
HE THAT SOWETH TO THE SPIRIT SHALL OF THE SPIRIT REAP LIFE EVERLASTING-Gal 6:8. Also, as already not
ed, EVERY IDLE WORD THAT MEN SHALL SPEAK, THEY SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT THEREOF IN THE DAY OF JUD
GMENT-Mt 12:36.
   For it is written, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, TAKE HEED WHAT YE HEAR: WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE (or u
se) (what you hear), IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU (and even more); AND UNTO YOU THAT HEAR SHALL MOR
E BE GIVEN. FOR HE THAT HATH, TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN: AND HE THAT HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TA
KEN EVEN THAT WHICH HE HATH-Mk 4:24,25. WHOSOEVER HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN TH
AT WHICH HE SEEMETH TO HAVE-Lk 8:18. Again, we note there will be a gain for some, but a loss for others. Beware
of what you hear: for according to the amount you use (or what you hear), you shall receive that much more again; but if 
you do not use what you hear, even that which you have shall be taken away from you. It might be said, to you that are 
given knowledge and use it, you shall be given more; but to you that are given knowledge and do not use it, what you ha
ve shall be taken away.
   It is written, WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL BREAK ONE OF THESE LEAST COMMANDMENTS, AND SHALL 
TEACH MEN SO, HE SHALL BE CALLED "THE LEAST" IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN-Mt 5:19. Again, we appear to 
have a loss of rewards for those that break a least commandment and teach others to do the same.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I know that this has been a little long, but well worth the time! I have another one three times longer than this, with much 
more Scripture reference,if any one is interested.
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God bless,

Stever

Re:, on: 2005/8/12 11:42
Dorcas said:

On reading other parts of Revelation and other prophetic books, it is clear there is numeric symbolism as well as langua
ge containing numbers. 

Here's my question: why do we take the 1000 years which is mentioned, as meaning 1000 years literally? Why would thi
s number be literal, and others not?

2 Peter 3:8 (KJV)
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. 

2 Peter 3:8 (Young)
And this one thing let not be unobserved by you, beloved, that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thou
sand years as one day;  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response:

2 Peter chapter 3 is referring to prophecy, the prophecy of the Lord's return:

"3.  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
 4.  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were fro
m the beginning of the creation.
 5.  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water:
 6.  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
 7.  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the da
y of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
 8.  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand ye
ars as one day.
 9.  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willi
ng that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Many believe that the Lord will return in 2 days, or two thousand years. The time is short!

God bless,

Stever
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Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/12 12:15

Quote:
-------------------------PreachParsly: Hmmm.. somewhat... 
-------------------------
It would be valuable to me to hear what you'd been taught and how you're redefining it in the light of a clearer understan
ding from scripture. 

Quote:
-------------------------Many believe that the Lord will return in 2 days, or two thousand years. The time is short!
-------------------------
Stever,

I see what you have written, but I don't see how it addresses the meaning of my post quoting Peter.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/8/12 14:05
I belive that there will be the Judgement Seat of Christ (which is for belivers only) and the Great White Throne Judgeme
nt.  I've just been thinking about it and seeing if there are any valid arguments that there is only one judgement.  

Re:, on: 2005/8/12 16:40
Dorcas said in her 2nd post:

Many believe that the Lord will return in 2 days, or two thousand years. The time is short!

Stever, I see what you have written, but I don't see how it addresses the meaning of my post quoting Peter.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Dorcas first post about one day being 1,000 years:

Here's my question: why do we take the 1000 years which is mentioned, as meaning 1000 years literally? Why would thi
s number be literal, and others not?

2 Peter 3:8 (KJV)
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. 

2 Peter 3:8 (Young)
And this one thing let not be unobserved by you, beloved, that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thou
sand years as one day; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response to dorcas:

2 Peter chapter 3 is in reference to the second coming of Jesus Christ. We are now in the "last days" and have been so 
since the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ". In 2 Peter God is saying that as far as PROPHETIC TIME is concerne
d in regards TO THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST, one day is the same as 1,000 years to the Lord.

The Jews are looking for their 1,000 year reign to start at the end of 6,000 years. The earth was created on the first day, 
all of their calendars go back to that first day of creation. Today, that beginning date of creation is very close to 6000 yea
rs ago. When that time arrives, Jesus WILL COME AGAIN.

2 Peter chapter 3 is referring to prophecy, the prophecy of the Lord's return:

"3. Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
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4. And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were fro
m the beginning of the creation.
5. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of t
he water and in the water:
6. Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
7. But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day 
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
8. But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand year
s as one day.
9. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willin
g that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Many believe that the Lord will return in 2 PROPHETIC DAYS, or two thousand years. The time is short!

There is lots more to this study, including the 70 weeks of Daniel, etc. that I really don't want to get into here.

God bless,

Stever

Re: Eternal Time Zone... - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/12 17:55
Hello...!

When reflecting on such events (such as "Judgment" Day -- or Days), it might be helpful to remember that in the realm
of eternity, there is no time.  Thus, alot of mysteries remain in the Scriptures because of this concept.  

For instance, what happens immediately after death?  Some believers feel that we go straight to judgment.  Others belie
ve that we are exempt from judgment, and will face rewards.  Still others believe that we remain in our bodies upon this 
earth until all things are fulfilled.  It is a rather deep topic for discussion, because all can seemingly use Scripture for defe
nse of their beliefs.  

Jesus told the thief on the cross, "Today, you will be with me in paradise."  According to the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, it could be argued that the rich man is already burning.  And then there are the verses that pertain to the comin
g of the Lord, and the "dead in Christ" rising first.  And of course, there are many verses that mention that a person is no
t dead, but "sleeping."

The point is, eternity is timeless.  Without sounding "metaphysical" (believe me, I am NOT metaphysical), it might be hel
pful to remember that the concept of time is a created thing.  God is not confined to such a concept.  

Has anyone considered that perhaps such timelessness in eternity can help explain something like the judgment?  Whe
n a person dies, perhaps they "awaken" in eternity -- where all of human history has been finished and passed away.  A 
person may die, and then open their eyes to discover that eternity has passed by -- and they are again with even those 
who died after them, getting ready to be judged.  To them, it seemed only a second.  But in the reality of eternity, earthly 
time has passed away.

This could help explain the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25).  The Word is clear that there will be believ
ers and non-believers standing together at the great judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).  Perhaps such an understanding o
f time (or eternity) might explain that both judgments are one and the same.  

Any thoughts?

 :-) 
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Re: Eternal Time Zone..., on: 2005/8/12 19:37
ccchhhrrriiisss said:

Hello...!

When reflecting on such events (such as "Judgment" Day -- or Days), it might be helpful to remember that in the realm o
f eternity, there is no time. Thus, alot of mysteries remain in the Scriptures because of this concept. 

Stever's limited response:

God definitely exists in eternity, and yet still passes into and outside of time. The Bible is GodÂ’s message to man, with 
a promise that begins in Genesis, Chapter 3 that the seed of the woman will come, the Messiah, to reconcile fallen man 
to himself and save man from his sin. This message becomes more clear as time passes from Genesis through the rem
ainder of the Old Testament, and even into the New Testament--all due to God's continuing revelation in His Word. Each
Book provides more insight for us. Hence, the Bible is written in language that man can understand, but only by the pow
er of the Holy Spirit:
1 Cor 2:7-16
7.  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, EVEN THE HIDDEN WISDOM, which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory:
 8.  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
 9.  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which Go
d hath prepared for them that love him.
 10.  BUT GOD HATH REVEALED THEM UNTO US BY HIS SPIRIT: FOR THE SPIRIT SEARCHETH ALL THINGS, YE
A, THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD.
 11.  FOR WHAT MAN KNOWETH THE THINGS OF A MAN, SAVE THE SPIRIT OF MAN WHICH IS IN HIM? EVEN S
O THE THINGS OF GOD KNOWETH NO MAN, BUT THE SPIRIT OF GOD.
 12.  NOW WE HAVE RECEIVED, NOT THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, BUT THE SPIRIT WHICH IS OF GOD; THAT W
E MIGHT KNOW THE THINGS THAT ARE FREELY GIVEN TO US OF GOD.
 13.  WHICH THINGS ALSO WE SPEAK, NOT IN THE WORDS WHICH MAN'S WISDOM TEACHETH, BUT WHICH T
HE HOLY GHOST TEACHETH; COMPARING SPIRITUAL THINGS WITH SPIRITUAL.
 14.  BUT THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD: FOR THEY ARE FOOLISH
NESS UNTO HIM: NEITHER CAN HE KNOW THEM, BECAUSE THEY ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED.
 15.  BUT HE THAT IS SPIRITUAL JUDGETH ALL THINGS, YET HE HIMSELF IS JUDGED OF NO MAN.
 16.  FOR WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE MAY INSTRUCT HIM? BUT WE HAVE THE MIN
D OF CHRIST.
xxxxxxxxxxxxx

The Jews were held accountable because they should have known that Jesus Christ was the Messiah. At the time of Ch
ristÂ’s birth many, many families named their Children Joshua (Jesus) because it was the prophesized time of his comin
g! They did not recognize him because they were looking for a King to conquer the Romans and free their yoke. They w
ere not looking for the other half of the Messiah, the suffering Messiah. Because of that their eyes were and are blinded 
by God because they did not recognize this the first time.
John 12:37
37.  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him:
 38.  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?
 39.  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,
 40.  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with t
heir heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.
 41.  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.
 42.  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess
him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:
 43.  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.
 44.  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.
 45.  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.
 46.  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.
 47.  And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the w
orld.
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 48.  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the sam
e shall judge him in the last day.
 49.  For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, an
d what I should speak.
 50.  And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto m
e, so I speak.
xxxxxxxx
Romans 11 tells us much the same thing:
7.  What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blin
ded.
 8.  (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that the
y should not hear;) unto this day.
 9.  And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them:
 10.  Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.
 11.  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto 
the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
2 Cor 3 continues:

13.  And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of tha
t which is abolished:
 14.  But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testa
ment; which vail is done away in Christ.
 15.  But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.
 16.  Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.
 17.  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
 18.  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glor
y to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
2 Cor 4 continues:

3.  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
 4.  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel o
f Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

God bless,

Stever

Re: Eternal Time Zone..., on: 2005/8/12 21:27

Quote:
-------------------------The Word is clear that there will be believers and non-believers standing together at the great judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). Perh
aps such an understanding of time (or eternity) might explain that both judgments are one and the same. 
-------------------------
In the parable of the sheep and the goats, Jesus is making sure no-one can say they had no idea on what basis their act
ions would be judged.

Most of my thoughts on the last day are built logically round Old Testament prophecy and its fulfilment and, how the mea
ning of the operation of the gospel fixes certain factors - such as our judging ourselves worthy of death.  (This is not to b
e confused with once saved always saved.) It is also clear from Jesus teaching, that some people will bear more fruit tha
n others, and only those who have done nothing to multiply what they were given, will be found wanting.

I love your comments about eternity.  'In the Spirit' we are in 'eternity'.  We have the unique ability to be in our bodies an
d in eternity (or have eternity in us) simultaneously.

Some years ago, I heard of Return from Tomorrow by George Ritchie, in which he describes a particularly long near dea
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th experience in which he was with Christ, who showed him things - how things workk - and one of them was this that yo
u have mentioned, the disappearance of 'time' from the consciousness.  The author was simultaneously aware of all his 
failures - his whole life - and that Christ loved him anyway. All that (his twenty years) happened in a split second or two.

I once heard an excellent sermon on Lazarus and the rich man. The preacher wanted us to know that when we die, we 
will wake up.  Like CS Lewis, he told us the other side of the grave would be more real that this side.  It made a big impr
ession on me.  As with so many things in life on earth, we experience perceptual disorientation unless we are open to th
e Spirit's work of connecting our understanding in the way God wants.

According to Jesus, Lazarus was being rewarded by leaning on Abraham's bosom; again, it is a closer relationship we '
win' not a material prize.  May we consider whether this is an aspect of 'hell' not to be despised. If you're the person with 
his one talent wrapped in a napkin. After it has been taken from you and given to the person with the most, the bad thing
that happens to you, is your relationship with Christ is severely diminished, if not, very nearly over for good.

Re: Eternal time zone, on: 2005/8/13 1:02
ccchhhrrriiisss said:

This could help explain the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25). The Word is clear that there will be
believers and non-believers standing together at the great judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). Perhaps such an
understanding of time (or eternity) might explain that both judgments are one and the same.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response:

It has always been my understanding that the separation of the Sheep and Goats takes place at the end of the
Tribulation and that the sheep are mostly (but not all) Jews that came through the Tribulation alive and all became
believers in Jesus Christ- many of them supernaturally protected by Jesus Christ. The Goats are the ones that are
taken, and killed, and will await judgment at the end of the Millennium, at the Great White Throne. The Sheep on the
other hand enter the Millennial Kingdom in their bodies of flesh and blood with Christ and will have children (millions
upon millions upon millions  of them) during the thousand year reign. At the end of the thousand year reign Christ releas
es Satan out of the bottomless pit one more time to deceive the Nations. Sadly, billions of people are deceived by Satan.
Who are these billions? The children of the saved "sheep" that entered the millenium with Christ!

Also, it has always been my understanding as well that the saints, in their resurrected bodies will be present at the great 
white throne judgment to judge the fallen angels. No one that is saved will have to go through the Great White Throne to
be judged. This judgment is only for the lost, because they are counting on their own works to save them . At this judgm
ent their works are compared against the standard--God's Law. Everyone that attends this judgment is found to be lackin
g and will receive the fair judgment for their sin- separation from God forever, in hell.

God bless,

Stever

Re: Eternal Time Zone, on: 2005/8/13 1:19
Ccchhhrrriiisss said:

"Has anyone considered that perhaps such timelessness in eternity can help explain something like the judgment? Whe
n a person dies, perhaps they "awaken" in eternity -- where all of human history has been finished and passed away. A 
person may die, and then open their eyes to discover that eternity has passed by -- and they are again with even those 
who died after them, getting ready to be judged. To them, it seemed only a second. But in the reality of eternity, earthly ti
me has passed away."

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Stever's response: Paul cleared up the matter when he told us that for the Christian: "to be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord". As far as non-believers, they will enter hell, the holding tank that Christ told us about in the parabl
e of Lazarus and the Rich man. Lazarus went to Abrahams bosom where all of the Old Testament believers in the Messi
ah resided. The rich man went to hell, where all of the non-believers are, awaiting the Great White Throne. 

God's word tells us that when Christ returned to heaven, he took "captivity captive" with Him back to heaven. In other wo
rds, all of the Old Testament believers housed in Abraham Bosom were released and went with Christ to heaven:

Ephesians 4:8-10 tells us: " 8.  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gift
s unto men.
 9.  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?
 10.  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)"

Also, Revelation tells us that the Souls (not the resurrected bodies) of the beheaded Saints stand before (under)the altar
, worshipping God and Jesus Christ:

" 9.  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I SAW UNDER THE ALTAR THE SOULS OF THEM THAT WERE SLAIN F
OR THE WORD OF GOD, AND FOR THE TESTIMONY WHICH THEY HELD:
 10.  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our bloo
d on them that dwell on the earth?"

God bless,

Stever

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/13 2:58
Hi Stever...!
Quote:
-------------------------Stever's response: Paul cleared up the matter when he told us that for the Christian: "to be absent from the body is to be present wit
h the Lord".
-------------------------

But have you considered that this verse seemingly contradicts other verses concerning the Lord's return, like "the dead i
n Christ will rise first?"  Perhaps those who are dead are not yet absent from the body.  Perhaps, they are asleep (Mark 
5:39 - Daniel 12:2 - John 11:11 - etc...).

Quote:
-------------------------As far as non-believers, they will enter hell, the holding tank that Christ told us about in the parable of Lazarus and the Rich man. La
zarus went to Abrahams bosom where all of the Old Testament believers in the Messiah resided. The rich man went to hell, where all of the non-believ
ers are, awaiting the Great White Throne. 

God's word tells us that when Christ returned to heaven, he took "captivity captive" with Him back to heaven. In other words, all of the Old Testament b
elievers housed in Abraham Bosom were released and went with Christ to heaven:"
-------------------------
I have heard this argument presented many times in churches, theological books and on Christian television.  However, 
I still cannot say with any certainty that this theory is correct.  If you read the chapter (Ephesians 4) as a whole, it is not c
lear what "the lower parts of the earth" are, let alone who or what "captivity captive" signifies.  Remember, Hell is not loc
ated on or in the earth.  Hell is a spiritual place (remember that part about Lazarus in "Abraham's bosom" looking into He
ll -- and vice versa).  And when it speaks of "leading captivity captive," it seems to be directed about the grace given to u
s -- not just OT "believers."  While such dogma is commonly accepted among many modern churches (and television pr
eachers), it seems to contradict with so many other verses concerning the dead being "asleep" -- confined to earth and t
he concept of time -- and waiting for the Lord's return.  

Again, there are many who believe that there are two seperate judgments -- one for the believer and one for the non-beli
ever.  Yet nearly every verse concerning judgment seems to point that there will be both sheep and goats present at the 

Page 17/56



Scriptures and Doctrine :: But after this the....

judgment.  
Take for instance, 2 Corinthians 5:6-11...
Quote:
-------------------------"Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by 
faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, 
whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive t
he things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade m
en; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences."
-------------------------
There are other such verses pertaining to a single judgment -- where God divides the saved from the unsaved.  I will lea
ve those verses at the bottom of this post.
Quote:
-------------------------"Also, Revelation tells us that the Souls (not the resurrected bodies) of the beheaded Saints stand before (under)the altar, worshippi
ng God and Jesus Christ:"
-------------------------
Again, this seems quite a result of the timelessness of eternity (as mentioned in my earlier post).  Remember, when Joh
n stepped through that open door in Revelation 4:1, he was now in the realm of eternal time, rather than earthly time.  P
erhaps the dead remain "asleep" until the return of the Lord.  At this point, the dead will awaken for judgment (the resurr
ection of the dead).
Quote:
-------------------------"Because of that their eyes were and are blinded by God because they did not recognize this the first time."
-------------------------
Not all jews are "blinded" by the truth about the Messiah.  There are quite a few (even on this board -- and in the sermon
archives) that have found Christ.

Matthew 25:31-46 - The Sheep and the Goats
I Corinthians 15 - concerning the Resurrection of the Dead -- and how it will happen
Revelation 20:11-15 - ALL will stand before the Great White Throne, and those whose names are not found in the Book
of Life will be cast into the lake of fire
2 Peter 2:20-21 - Calvinists' ouch.
Hebrews 9:27 - Judgment AFTER death.
Romans 14:9-12 - ALL will stand on judgment to give an account to God.
Romans 2:1-11 - Some at this DAY (vs. 5) of judgment will be punished, while others will be exalted.
Acts 17:31 - Again, a DAY of judgment.
I Thessalonians 1:5-12 - Judgment Day for BOTH sinners and saints after return of the Lord.
Matthew 16:27-28 - Judgment AFTER the Lord returns.
2 Timothy 4:1-8 - God will judge the "quick and the dead" on that day.
Matthew 13:24-30 - Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 - Those who are "asleep" will be caught up in the air.

 :-) 

Re:, on: 2005/8/13 10:58
Ccchhhrrriiisss said:

But have you considered that this verse seemingly contradicts other verses concerning the Lord's return, like "the dead i
n Christ will rise first?" Perhaps those who are dead are not yet absent from the body. Perhaps, they are asleep (Mark 5:
39 - Daniel 12:2 ...)

Stever's response:

No, not really. You are referring to two separate events. The Second Coming of Christ is one event, foretold in the Old T
estament, as well as the the New, where Christ likens that event to a "Thief, coming to kill and destroy"- your references 
above -- Mark 5:39 - Daniel 12:2.... refer to the Second Coming (not the rapture). The Rapture is A DIFFERENT EVENT 
that is NEW REVELATION KNOWLEDGE FROM JESUS CHRIST THAT PAUL REVEALS TO US IN CORINTHIANS A
ND THESSALONIANS. At this event Christ comes to get His saints- the dead in Christ rise first from their graves and th
e living meet HIM in the air, FOREVER TO BE WITH THE LORD IN THEIR NEW RESURRECTED BODIES.

When the Lord comes, at the Second coming, He comes with his saints in their resurrected bodies (NOT TO GET HIS S
AINTS), and He comes to KILL AND DESTROY:
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Zechariah 14 refers to this event (the second coming): 4.  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and tow
ard the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it
toward the south.
5.	And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee
, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: AND THE LORD MY GOD SHALL COM
E, AND ALL THE SAINTS WITH THEE.

Specific Bible verses that refer to the RAPTURE, and NOT the Second Coming:

1 Thes 4:13-18; 1 Cor 15:50-58; 1 Thes 4:15-18; John 14:2-3; Col 3:4; 2 Thes 2:1; 1 John 3:2; 1 Cor 1:7, 13:12

In regards to the SECOND COMING 1 Thes 5:2 tells us that the Second Coming (Not the Rapture) will coincide with the 
beginning of the "Day of the Lord"-
1.  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
 2.  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
 3.  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman wit
h child; and they shall not escape.
 4.  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.

It is very confusing, but if we look at the verses closely we see the difference. Just one example is 1 John 3:1-2 where it 
tells us that at this event (the Rapture) we will become like CHRIST:
"1.  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore
the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
2.	Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall a
ppear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is."

I can continue with this comparison of these TWO SEPARATE EVENTS if there is any interest. In all of the references to
the Rapture Christ never comes to KILL AND DESTROY. That event-THE SECOND COMING, OCCURS at the end of t
he Tribulation when Christ comes to take those that are still living into the 1,000 year Millenial Reign of the Messiah on t
his earth.At the Second coming He comes to separate the sheep from the Goats. At the Rapture He comes to get His S
aints, who will forever be with Him. These same ratpured saints will accompany Him at the Second Coming to rule and r
eign with Him during the Millennium.

God bless,

Stever

P.S. At the Rapture, why would Christ need to separate the Sheep from the Goats??? They would already have been se
parated by the Rapture itself. We have two separate events occurring for two separate purposes. In one event Christ co
mes to get his saints and give them their new resurrected bodies. In another event Christ comes with his resurrected sai
nts to save those that beleive in Him from the extermination of antichrist, and to lead them into the millennium.
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Re:, on: 2005/8/13 11:31
Ccchhhrrriiisss said:

Again, there are many who believe that there are two seperate judgments -- one for the believer and one for the
non-believer. YET NEARLY EVERY VERSE CONCERNING JUDGMENT SEEMS TO POINT THAT THERE WILL BE
BOTH SHEEP AND GOATS PRESENT AT THE JUDGMENT. 

Stever's response:

Please quote scripture for your statement that I have capitalized above- you are in error.

Ccchhhrrriiisss said:

Again, there are many who believe that there are two seperate judgments -- one for the believer and one for the
non-believer

Stever's response:

There are indeed two separate judgments. One, that only Christian believers attend is referred to as the "Judgment Seat
of Christ", the Bema Judgment. There are references to this judgement in the New Testament, all introduced by Paul
because it is New Revelation knowledge that He received from Jesus Christ personally. Everyone that goes through this
judgment is still SAVED at the end of the judgment. The Judgment seat of Christ is a judgment for rewards.

For we (Paul is referring to Christian believers) must all appear before the Judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad-2 Cor 5:10.
WE  SHALL ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (or GodÂ’s judgment seat). FOR IT IS WRITTE
N, AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS TO G
OD. SO THEN EVERY ONE OF US SHALL GIVE (an) ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO GOD-Romans 14:10-12.
THEREFORE THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT STAND IN THE JUDGMENT-Ps 1:5. FOR THE TIME IS COME THAT JUD
GMENT MUST BEGIN AT THE HOUSE OF GOD: AND IF IT FIRST BEGIN AT US, WHAT SHALL THE END BE OF TH
EM THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF GOD? AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, WHERE SHALL T
HE UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?-1 Peter 4:17,18.
Finally, know this, HEREIN IS OUR LOVE MADE PERFECT, THAT WE MAY HAVE BOLDNESS IN THE DAY OF JUD
GMENT: BECAUSE AS HE IS, SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD-1 Jn 4:17.
Note the words, in 1 Cor 5:5-THAT THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS.

I posted this earlier, but you must have missed it:

Stever writes:

I have a very good Bible study on the Bema judgment seat of rewards, the Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ:

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF JESUS CHRIST

1. What is the Judgment seat (Bema) of Jesus Christ? 

The "Bema seat" (or judgment seat) was an elevated seat, located in Corinth. At this seat in the square, Roman magistr
ates would sit and administer justice. Athletes may also have appeared here and received rewards for having distinguish
ed themselves.
If a person is unsaved and dies in their sin, they will be judged at the "great white throne judgment" following the Millenni
um. If a person is a born-again believer in Jesus, they will be judged at the "judgment seat of Christ." Salvation is not an 
issue at this judgment. Their sins have already been forgiven. A person might then ask, how will we be judged? and for 
what will we be judged?
At this judgment, we must give an account of our life and what we did or did not do for the Lord. The believer's service to
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God will be reviewed and rewarded. For his lack of service or doing certain things, he will suffer loss. We will be held res
ponsible for the things we did in our body. Every hidden thing will be made known. Every secret thing we said will be pro
claimed; nothing will be hid. All believers must appear before this judgment seat.
So many Christians today think that doing this or that worldly thing is more important than spending the time in God's W
ord and serving Jesus, witnessing to the lost, feeding the poor, and loving others as ourselves. At this judgment, we sho
uld indeed see how unimportant so many things we did really were. All of the extra time that was spent listening to a radi
o or television, or reading meaningless books, may cause us to lose rewards for eternity. All of the extra time that we wa
sted and spent doing so many meaningless things, such as running after money, pleasures, cares of this life (those thing
s that were not of Jesus), these may now affect our rewards for eternity. This judgment is a judgment of receiving reward
s and suffering loss of rewards. A Christian's true desire should be to hear the words, WELL DONE, THOU GOOD AND 
FAITHFUL SERVANT-Mt 25:21. Paul's attitude should be the Christian's attitude. As it is written, YEA DOUBTLESS, AN
D I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS MY LORD: 
FOR WHOM I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS, AND DO COUNT THEM BUT DUNG, THAT I MAY WIN
CHRIST-Phili 3:8. Indeed, how important some worldly things or pleasures seem to the Christian now, yet how worthless
they will be at this judgment. As a Christian, we need to believe the Gospel and live to please Jesus and not ourselves. 
We need to ask ourselves in the many things that we do, "What fruit for Jesus is in it? Is what I am doing pleasing to the 
Lord? Will this greatly hurt me by causing a loss of rewards?"

2-THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST IS FOR BELIEVERS 

The judgment seat of Christ is for those who have passed from death unto life through Jesus Christ.
Verily, verily, i say unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life-jn 5:24. There is therefore now no condemnation to the
m which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesu
s hath made me free from the law of sin and death-Ro 8:1,2.
For we must all appear before the Judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, acco
rding to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad-2 Cor 5:10.
WE  SHALL ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (or GodÂ’s judgment seat). FOR IT IS WRITTE
N, AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS TO G
OD. SO THEN EVERY ONE OF US SHALL GIVE (an) ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO GOD-Romans 14:10-12.
THEREFORE THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT STAND IN THE JUDGMENT-Ps 1:5. FOR THE TIME IS COME THAT JUD
GMENT MUST BEGIN AT THE HOUSE OF GOD: AND IF IT FIRST BEGIN AT US, WHAT SHALL THE END BE OF TH
EM THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF GOD? AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, WHERE SHALL T
HE UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?-1 Peter 4:17,18.
Finally, know this, HEREIN IS OUR LOVE MADE PERFECT, THAT WE MAY HAVE BOLDNESS IN THE DAY OF JUD
GMENT: BECAUSE AS HE IS, SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD-1 Jn 4:17.
Note the words, in 1 Cor 5:5-THAT THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS.

2 Cor 1:14-AS ALSO YE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED US IN PART, THAT WE ARE YOUR REJOICING, EVEN AS YE AL
SO ARE OURS IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS. 

The day of the Lord Jesus is considered, by many, to be the Rapture.

3-WHEN WILL THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST COME? 

MARVEL NOT AT THIS: FOR THE HOUR IS COMING, IN THE WHICH ALL THAT ARE IN THE GRAVES SHALL HEA
R HIS VOICE, AND (they) SHALL COME FORTH; THEY THAT HAVE DONE GOOD, UNTO THE RESURRECTION OF
LIFE-Jn 5:28,29. It appears that this judgment shall be held at the time of the resurrection and Rapture.
IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN? ALL THE DAYS OF MY APPOINTED TIME WILL I WAIT, TILL MY CHANGE 
COME-Job 14:14. For IT IS APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO DIE, BUT AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT-Heb 9:27.

4-JESUS SHALL JUDGE 

It is written, AND HE COMMANDED US TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND TO TESTIFY THAT IT IS HE (Jesus) 
WHICH WAS ORDAINED OF GOD TO BE THE JUDGE OF QUICK (the living) AND DEAD-Acts 10:42. BECAUSE HE 
HATH APPOINTED A DAY, IN THE WHICH HE (Jesus) WILL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THAT M
AN WHOM HE HATH ORDAINED; WHEREOF HE HATH GIVEN ASSURANCE UNTO ALL MEN, IN THAT HE HATH R
AISED HIM FROM THE DEAD-Acts 17:31.
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IN THE DAY WHEN GOD SHALL JUDGE THE SECRETS OF MEN BY JESUS CHRIST-Ro 2:16.

5-WHAT SHALL JUDGE US? 

The judgment shall be ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL-Ro 2:16. The Bible, God's Word, the Law of liberty, will judge us 
at the judgment.
SO SPEAK YE, AND SO DO, AS THEY THAT SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE LAW OF LIBERTY-Ja 2:12.

6-WHY DO THE BORN-AGAIN APPEAR BEFORE THIS JUDGMENT?

It is written, THAT EVERY ONE MAY RECEIVE THE THINGS DONE IN HIS BODY, ACCORDING TO THAT HE HATH 
DONE, WHETHER IT BE GOOD OR BAD-2 Cor 5:10.

7-WHAT SHALL BE JUDGED?

FOR GOD SHALL BRING EVERY WORK INTO JUDGMENT, WITH EVERY SECRET THING, WHETHER IT BE GOO
D, OR WHETHER IT BE EVIL-Ecc 12:14.

8-NOTHING SHALL BE HID 

FOR NOTHING IS SECRET, THAT SHALL NOT BE MADE MANIFEST; NEITHER ANY THING HID, THAT SHALL NO
T BE KNOWN AND COME ABROAD-Lk 8:17. FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED, THAT SHALL NOT BE REVEALE
D; NEITHER HID, THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN-Lk 12:2. FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED, THAT SHALL NOT 
BE REVEALED; AND HID, THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN-Mt 10:26.
THEREFORE JUDGE NOTHING BEFORE THE TIME, UNTIL THE LORD COME, WHO BOTH WILL BRING TO LIGHT
THE HIDDEN THINGS OF DARKNESS, AND WILL MAKE MANIFEST (or make known) THE COUNSELS OF THE HE
ARTS: AND THEN SHALL EVERY MAN HAVE PRAISE OF GOD-1 Cor 4:5. For NOTHING IN ALL CREATION IS HIDD
EN FROM GOD'S SIGHT. EVERYTHING IS UNCOVERED AND LAID BARE BEFORE THE EYES OF HIM TO WHOM 
WE MUST GIVE ACCOUNT-Heb 4:13 NIV.
In addition, know this, THAT EVERY IDLE WORD THAT MEN SHALL SPEAK, THEY SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT THERE
OF IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT-Mt 12:36.
Note: Nothing is secret. Nothing is hid. Everything shall be made known. All hidden things will be made known, even the 
thoughts of the heart. All things will be uncovered and open, and we will have to give an account. Even every idle word 
we speak, we will have to give an account for them.

9-EVEN WHAT YOU HAVE SPOKEN IN SECRET SHALL BE PROCLAIMED OPENLY

THEREFORE WHATSOEVER YE HAVE SPOKEN IN DARKNESS SHALL BE HEARD IN THE LIGHT; AND THAT WHI
CH YE HAVE SPOKEN IN THE EAR IN CLOSETS SHALL BE PROCLAIMED UPON THE HOUSETOPS-Lk 12:3. Cons
ider, the most secret things you have ever spoken, which no one may know about, even these shall be proclaimed.

10-REWARDS---ACCORDING TO WHAT WE DID, WE SHALL RECEIVE REWARDS OR SUFFER LOSS OF REWAR
DS

Jesus receives the reward of the "precious fruit of the earth," the saints. It is written, BEHOLD, THE HUSBANDMAN WA
ITETH FOR THE PRECIOUS FRUIT OF THE EARTH, AND HATH LONG PATIENCE FOR IT, UNTIL HE RECEIVE TH
E EARLY AND LATTER RAIN-Ja 5:7.
According to what the saints do, they shall receive or lose rewards. It is written, I THE LORD SEARCH THE HEART, I T
RY THE REINS, EVEN TO GIVE EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WAYS, AND ACCORDING TO THE FRUIT OF HI
S DOINGS-Jere 17:10. God searches the heart; then, according to our ways and the fruit of our doings, we shall receive
rewards.
TAKE HEED THEREFORE HOW YE HEAR: FOR WHOSOEVER HATH, TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN-Lk 8:18. Each pers
on is given a certain number of talents. Some will be good and faithful servants and will multiply what has been given to t
hem. At the judgment, they will be rewarded according to what they have.
For EVERY MAN'S WORK SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST (or shown for what it is-NIV): FOR THE DAY SHALL DECLAR
E IT, BECAUSE IT SHALL BE REVEALED BY FIRE; AND THE FIRE SHALL TRY (or test) EVERY MAN'S WORK OF 
WHAT SORT IT IS (or will test the quality of each man's work-NIV). IF ANY MAN'S WORK ABIDE (or survives) WHICH 
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HE HATH BUILT THEREUPON, HE SHALL RECEIVE A REWARD. IF ANY MAN'S WORK SHALL BE BURNED, HE S
HALL SUFFER LOSS: BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SAVED; YET SO AS BY FIRE (but only as one escaping through t
he flames-NIV)-1 Cor 3:13-15. What a waste, as some shall suffer a loss of rewards for eternity. Consider, there will be 
people at the judgment who will find that so much of what they did was of the flesh and not of God. It was of the world an
d not the Spirit. They shall have the great joy of being with Jesus forever; nevertheless, the rewards they might have had
for eternity were lost as much of their works did not stand the test of fire.
Therefore, take heed, FOR HE THAT SOWETH TO HIS FLESH SHALL OF THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION; BUT H
E THAT SOWETH TO THE SPIRIT SHALL OF THE SPIRIT REAP LIFE EVERLASTING-Gal 6:8. Also, as already noted
, EVERY IDLE WORD THAT MEN SHALL SPEAK, THEY SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT THEREOF IN THE DAY OF JUDG
MENT-Mt 12:36.
For it is written, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, TAKE HEED WHAT YE HEAR: WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE (or us
e) (what you hear), IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU (and even more); AND UNTO YOU THAT HEAR SHALL MORE
BE GIVEN. FOR HE THAT HATH, TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN: AND HE THAT HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAK
EN EVEN THAT WHICH HE HATH-Mk 4:24,25. WHOSOEVER HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN THA
T WHICH HE SEEMETH TO HAVE-Lk 8:18. Again, we note there will be a gain for some, but a loss for others. Beware 
of what you hear: for according to the amount you use (or what you hear), you shall receive that much more again; but if 
you do not use what you hear, even that which you have shall be taken away from you. It might be said, to you that are 
given knowledge and use it, you shall be given more; but to you that are given knowledge and do not use it, what you ha
ve shall be taken away.
It is written, WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL BREAK ONE OF THESE LEAST COMMANDMENTS, AND SHALL T
EACH MEN SO, HE SHALL BE CALLED "THE LEAST" IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN-Mt 5:19. Again, we appear to h
ave a loss of rewards for those that break a least commandment and teach others to do the same.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

God bless,

Stever

Re: - posted by letsgetbusy (), on: 2005/8/13 11:57
"Has anyone considered that perhaps such timelessness in eternity can help explain something like the judgment? Whe
n a person dies, perhaps they "awaken" in eternity -- where all of human history has been finished and passed away. A 
person may die, and then open their eyes to discover that eternity has passed by -- and they are again with even those 
who died after them, getting ready to be judged. To them, it seemed only a second. But in the reality of eternity, earthly ti
me has passed away."

Stever, I think you're onto something here. I haven't read all your details yet, but I have been trying to tell people that co
ncept before, but with the freewill/predestination debate. 

Concerning the concept of existance, in our realm vs. God's realm, Paul, John, etc, were out of their body, when they sa
w things that they came back and wrote of. They were not encased in time when they saw these things. 

So I think we should study to figure out which kingdom the perspective is from when we are studying a verse: 

man's: within time and history 

or 

God's: outside of time and history

I posted about this before and it seemed like people thought it was a little "too literal":

1 John 4:12a "No man hath seen God at any time."

Rev 10:6b "there should be time no longer" 
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Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/13 12:51
ccchhhrrriiisss,

Thank you for your thoughts here.  As it probably obvious from what I post, I feel that many of the ideas coming forth on
the separation of the 'rapture' from the second coming, are partly because of not understanding the 'English' as it was
spoken in the 17th century.  I use the KJV mostly, and then look at the other translations to see whether I'm 'getting' it,
and frequently look back at the Hebrew or Greek for clarification.  Sometimes I'm none the wiser, but, it helps to open up
the possible differences to my understanding.

Even when I read all the scripture which is brought forth about the rapture, I can't understand why this should be a differ
ent event from the Second Coming, mainly because things happen so 'quickly' in the Spirit.  Christ is quite able to raise 
up all believers at once.  It doesn't need 'time' for us to receive our resurrection bodies and our robes of white.

Christ coming with His saints, is what those who are not Christ's will see.  What will we see?  Have we any way of knowi
ng?  This is the 'trouble' with visions.  They are a way of communicating across the divide between time and eternity.  I b
elieve these things will 'be', but what it will feel like to be part of it, or whether we will feel as if we are doing what the pro
phecies indicate pictorially, is difficult to decide.  After all, when Christ said He would separate the sheep from the goats,
He didn't mean that people would suddenly look like sheep and goats.  It was a figurative way of explaining the meaning 
of that 'judgment'.

letsgetbusy,

When you pray (when any of us pray) in the Spirit, we are more conscious of eternity then when we are doing something
else.  But by receiving the Holy Spirit, you are receiving the I AM - the always now God - into your being.  He who is eter
nal, is in you.  What will happen when we die, or the Lord comes, is we will cease to be bound by time, but much of what
we do now - communing with Him - will continue just as it always has, since we received Him.  

This is another reason I believe the interpretations of scripture which set everything out as if it will look like 'down here' (f
or want of a better phrase), which have things happening one after another in a linear progression, are misleading.  Eter
nity is all one.  It is all NOW.  Everything will happen at once and time will be all over.  Instantly.  If there is time after that
, it will be 'new' time.  Things which have been prophesied to happen 'in' time, will happen before time ends.

Stever,

When it says the ungodly will not stand in the judgment, it doesn't mean they won't be there, it means because they are 
ungodly, they will be condemned.  Believers who 'stand' in judgment are not standing on their feet, they are 'standing' (u
ncondemned) in the righteousness of Christ.

On rewards, I have a question for you....  

Suppose I'm right in my interpretation of 1 Cor 3, and the only reward is Christ Himself - the Bridegroom for His Bride - w
ill you be disappointed?  Would it change how you live now?  Would you spend more time with Him and less time doing t
hings? (Don't worry, I ask myself the same question!)  Would you alter anything at all, if you thought that you were not in 
line for gold, silver or precious stones?  Honestly?

Re:, on: 2005/8/13 13:01
Stever,

Please explain to me how we have been in the last days since Christ?  Last days is meaningless unless it refers to
24hour days.  

Quote:
-------------------------Many believe that the Lord will return in 2 PROPHETIC DAYS, or two thousand years. The time is short!
-------------------------
Where do they get this from in scripture, please?

Also, is there a solitary reference to 'bema' in the Greek in the New Testament?  Because if there isn't, you could be envi
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sioning yourself into a completely manmade concept, rather than God's.

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/13 13:23
Hi Stever...!
Quote:
-------------------------"Ccchhhrrriiisss said:

Again, there are many who believe that there are two seperate judgments -- one for the believer and one for the non-believer. YET NEARLY EVERY V
ERSE CONCERNING JUDGMENT SEEMS TO POINT THAT THERE WILL BE BOTH SHEEP AND GOATS PRESENT AT THE JUDGMENT. 

Stever's response:

Please quote scripture for your statement that I have capitalized above- you are in error."
-------------------------
Perhaps you didn't look up the Scripture references contained at the end of my last post.  They refer to a judgment wher
e ALL -- both believers and unbelievers -- are present.  Many of the verses in your response also seem to indicate a sing
le judgment (if you continue reading the entire chapter).  For instance, you quoted I Corinthians 5:10.  It determines that 
ALL will stand before the "Judgment Seat of Christ" (according to the "Two Judgment" theory, this is usually the judgmen
t specified for Christians).  It goes on to say, "...that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 

Again, the lesson that you included on the judgment is quite commonly accepted among theologians and television prea
chers.  Yet there is so little Scripture to actually vouch for it, and most of what is presented is interpretive at best.  

While I do not know for certain whether there is one judgment or two, I thought that my post was clear on the suggestion
of timelessness in the realm of eternity.  The concept of time (as I mentioned in the earlier posts) is a concept created by
God for this current realm.  Eternity is not bound by time.  Thus, a person who dies may "awaken" unconfined by the con
cept.  This could explain how God "knew" us before we were born, and how God knows the end from the beginning, and
how John was permitted to see the future, and how the writer of Genesis was able to see the "beginning."  It could also 
explain the verses that support how God knows our outcome -- but we are still given a free will.  In eternity, perhaps ever
ything else is history.  Thus, perhaps when we "awaken" in eternity, we may stand with those who died generations later.
 Such a theory could also explain how there are supposedly "conflicting" verses talking about what happens after death. 
But I suppose this could be discussed in a seperate thread.

It seems to me that most people who embrace the "two judgment" theory also embrace a quasi-calvinist approach of sal
vation (once saved/always saved).  I know several preachers who use this as support for their belief that we cannot be j
udged alongside the sinner.  

I used to be convinced that there are two seperate judgment days.  But I arrived at that conclusion because of what I wa
s taught and presented at church, rather than having critically studyed the subject on my own.  After quite a bit of study, I
decided that I am now quite unsure.  I have heard believers criticize such an approach to doctrine as being dangerously 
"simple minded."  However, I feel that way about those who jump on a doctrinal bandwagon without truly considering an
y alternatives.  

There are other controversial topics that are commonly accepted among modern churches with very little direct supporti
ng evidence, like "Did Jesus go to Hell and take the keys from the devil?"  And of course, that topic would need to be dis
cussed in a seperate thread as well.

Perhaps it should be suggested that those who consider this topic might be open to the possibility of being incorrect in p
osition -- and that no firm position should be taken unless you know the certainty of what you believe. 

  :-) 
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Re:, on: 2005/8/13 13:39

dorcas wrote:

Stever,

Please explain to me how we have been in the last days since Christ?  Last days is meaningless unless it refers to
24hour days.  

Quote:
-------------------------Many believe that the Lord will return in 2 PROPHETIC DAYS, or two thousand years. The time is short!
-------------------------
Where do they get this from in scripture, please?

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Stever's response:

Acts 2: 17 that took place at Pentecost tells us that we are now in the "last days"- a specific period of time that is prophe
sized throughout the Old Testament and referred to as fact in the New Testament. The signs referred to only happened 
after Pentecost:

17.  And it shall come to pass in the LAST DAYS, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
 18.  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Hebrews 1 confirms to us that we are now in the LAST DAYS
1.  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
 2.  Hath in THESE LAST DAYS spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds;
XXXXXXXXXXX
2 Peter tells us about the last days and how they will end (the last days) with  the "Day of the Lord". We are presently in t
he "last days" and have been in them for over 2,000 years:

3.  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
 4.  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were fro
m the beginning of the creation.
 5.  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water:
 6.  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
 7.  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the da
y of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
 8.  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand ye
ars as one day.
 9.  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willi
ng that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
 10.  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise
, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
 11.  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness,
 12.  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, a
nd the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
2 Timothy 3 tells us more about this time, these LAST DAYS that is a description of today:

1.  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
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 2.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthan
kful, unholy,
 3.  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
 4.  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
 5.  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
 6.  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers l
usts,
 7.  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
 8.  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate co
ncerning the faith.
 9.  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.
 10.  But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,
 11.  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but ou
t of them all the Lord delivered me.
 12.  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
 13.  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.
 14.  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learn
ed them;
 15.  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.
 16.  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in r
ighteousness:
 17.  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

Some Old Testament Prophetic references to the LAST DAYS that we are presently in, since the death and resurrection 
of Christ:

Jacob 49:1
1.	And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in 
the last days.

What is Jacob referring to?

Genesis 49:10-11
10.  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall
the gathering of the people be.
 11.  Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his cloth
es in the blood of grapes:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Isaiah 2 tells us more of the last days:
2.  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.
 3.  And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God o
f Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the wor
d of the Lord from Jerusalem.
 4.  And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshar
es, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any mor
e.
 5.  O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Micah 4: 1-2.  
But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.
2.	And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the G
od of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the wor
d of the Lord from Jerusalem.
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God bless,

Stever

Re:, on: 2005/8/13 15:02
Cchhrriiss said:

Perhaps you didn't look up the Scripture references contained at the end of my last post. They refer to a judgment where
ALL -- both believers and unbelievers -- are present. Many of the verses in your response also seem to indicate a single 
judgment (if you continue reading the entire chapter). For instance, you quoted I Corinthians 5:10. It determines that ALL
will stand before the "Judgment Seat of Christ" (according to the "Two Judgment" theory, this is usually the judgment sp
ecified for Christians). It goes on to say, "...that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad."
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response:
You must ask yourself who was Paul talking to? Who was this letter addressed to? The Church at Corinth full of Christia
n believers. Further, lets look at every reference to this special judgment, not just the one you quoted. If you want to cha
nge Church doctrine, that goes all the back to the Apostles, then you need more than just one reference to try and do it. 
Also, I notice in your statement that you say specifically:
"I used to be convinced that there are two seperate judgment days. But I arrived at that conclusion because of what I wa
s taught and presented at church, rather than having critically studyed the subject on my own. After quite a bit of study, I 
decided that I am now quite unsure. I have heard believers criticize such an approach to doctrine as being dangerously "
simple minded." However, I feel that way about those who jump on a doctrinal bandwagon without truly considering any 
alternatives."

What is missing from your statement above in regards to your conclusion above? It is the Holy Spirit!. The Holy Spirit is t
he one who leads the Christian believer into all truth. Any reference to the Holy Spirit above is painfully missing, and we 
are left with reference to your own study, that is full of the flesh. The Holy Spirit is missing from your personal Bible Stud
y, and all we have left is you own opinion. 

I Corinthians 5:10. states: " 10.  Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners,
or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world."

So, I guess you have misquoted me. Let's do our own Bible study, and lets invite the Holy Spirit in to "quicken" (make ali
ve) God's Word to us:

1 Cor 3: tells us that all of the people that go through this judgment will be saved at the end of it. This tells me that it is n
ot even close to the Great White Throne where people are judged and sent to hell:
6.  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
 7.  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
 8.  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his ow
n labour.
 9.  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
 10.  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and anot
her buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
 11.  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
 12.  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
 13.  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fi
re shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
 14.  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
 15.  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SAVED; yet so as by fire.

You referenced 2 Cor 5:6-11. Who is this addressed to??? It is specifically addressed to the Church at Corinth, not to th
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e outside world. It is addressed to believers in Jesus Christ:
6.  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:
 7.  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
 8.  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
 9.  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.
 10.  FOR WE MUST ALL APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST; THAT EVERY ONE MAY RECEIVE
THE THINGS DONE IN HIS BODY, ACCORDING TO THAT HE HATH DONE, WHETHER IT BE GOOD OR BAD.
 11.  KNOWING THEREFORE THE TERROR OF THE LORD, WE PERSUADE MEN; BUT WE ARE MADE MANIFEST
UNTO GOD; AND I TRUST ALSO ARE MADE MANIFEST IN YOUR CONSCIENCES.

I don't want to beat this to death. If you want to change Church doctrine you will need more than your own flesh to do it.

God bless,

Stever

Re: But after this the LAST DAY according to John, on: 2005/8/13 16:29
Stever, 

Thank you for those scriptures.  The use of the plural for days implies a period of time, as you've been saying.  However,
when the writer to the Hebrews used it, he simply meant these most recent days - the ones at the end of time so far.  He
wasn't meaning it prophetically in the way the others do with regard to the rising of false teachers and so on.  This
becomes clear when you take the rest of Hebrews into consideration.

A few more thoughts to add to our discussion.

John 6:39  
And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up again at the last day.  

John 6:40  
And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting l
ife: and I will raise him up at the last day.  

John 6:44  
No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.  

John 6:54  
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.  

John 7:37  
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and dri
nk.  

John 11:24  
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.  

John 12:48  
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shal
l judge him in the last day.  

I have posted these verses, because John is the only one who uses the singular of 'day'.
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I have included 7:37, because it links the last day of the feast, prophetically with the last day of the days which have prec
eded - the day of salvation / the day in which the Holy Spirit was made available, echoed at the end of Revelation 22 - G
od's last appeal to the world.

Being as John was distantly related to Jesus through the priestly connection, this explains why he hung around at the cr
ucifixion and was ready (possibly expecting) Jesus to ask him to look after Mary (who was a lot younger than her cousin 
Elisabeth).  

John also rested on Jesus bosom at the last supper and is the only one of the disciples to have heard what God said wh
en the dove descended on Him at His baptism.  Is this because John was (like Caiaphas) destined to have a visionary a
nd prophetic gift after Pentecost?  Well, John was not the only one to prophesy, but, of the disciples, it is his record whic
h remains because the Lord told him to write it down for us.

When John chooses 'last day', I believe it is significant and means something different from 'last days'.

Re:, on: 2005/8/14 1:17
Ccchhhrrriiisss said:

There are other such verses pertaining to a single judgment -- where God divides the saved from the unsaved. I will leav
e those verses at the bottom of this post. 
Quote: 

Here are the verses you quoted at the bottom of the post: 

Matthew 25:31-46 - The Sheep and the Goats
I Corinthians 15 - concerning the Resurrection of the Dead -- and how it will happen
Revelation 20:11-15 - ALL will stand before the Great White Throne, and those whose names are not found in the Book 
of Life will be cast into the lake of fire
2 Peter 2:20-21 - Calvinists' ouch.
Hebrews 9:27 - Judgment AFTER death.
Romans 14:9-12 - ALL will stand on judgment to give an account to God.
Romans 2:1-11 - Some at this DAY (vs. 5) of judgment will be punished, while others will be exalted.
Acts 17:31 - Again, a DAY of judgment.
I Thessalonians 1:5-12 - Judgment Day for BOTH sinners and saints after return of the Lord.
Matthew 16:27-28 - Judgment AFTER the Lord returns.
2 Timothy 4:1-8 - God will judge the "quick and the dead" on that day.
Matthew 13:24-30 - Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 - Those who are "asleep" will be caught up in the air.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stevers response:

Matthew 25:31-46 - The Sheep and the Goats
This is a description oF what occurs after the Tribulation when Christ separates the sheep from the goats, the sheep on t
he left and the goats on the right. The sheep on his left are alive and well and are believers in the Messiah and are rewa
rded by going into the 1,000 year millennial reign with Jesus Christ, in their flesh and blood. It would seem by this verse t
hat the goats are judged at this point in time, but other Bible verses tells us that at this point Christ comes as a thief, to ki
ll and destroy. They are killed at this time and the judment occurs later, after the 1,000 year reign of Christ at the Great 
White Throne.Â—I went into this earlier in one of my posts on this thread. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Revelation 20:11-15 - ALL will stand before the Great White Throne, and those whose names are not found in the Book 
of Life will be cast into the lake of fire.

Again, you have misquoted the Bible. It does not say ALL will stand before the Lord at this time. It specifically says: 

12.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened
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, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to th
eir works.
 13.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and t
hey were judged every man according to their works.
 14.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
 15.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
2 Peter 2:
20.  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri
st, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.
 21.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn f
rom the holy commandment delivered unto them.
 22.  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow th
at was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Obviously this person, referred to above was not saved in the first place. How do we know that? We are saved through b
elief in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Knowledge has nothing to do with being saved. Even Satan knows (has kno
wledge) that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. Does Satan believe in his heart AND WORSHIP JESUS AS LORD? No! W
hat does God's word tell us about this?
Romans 10:9 tells us: " 9.  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

Belief and confession are necessary.
 
Even the fallen Angels know and understand that Jesus Christ is the LORD, but they do not/will not worship Him as such
.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Hebrews 9:27 - Judgment AFTER death.

27.	And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

Exactly when does this judgement take place? It doesn't say IMMEDIATELY AFTER. It just says that it is the next event 
after death. We have to study the entire Bible to get clarification when we see a one liner like the above. The Bible explai
ns itself. If we look in 1st & 2nd Corinthians we find that for the Christian, this judgment takes place at a specific time an
d place and this judgment for Christians is called THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST, AND IS A JUDGMENT OF REW
ARDS.

This makes sense to me because I understand that Christ took my sin upon Himself when He died upon the tree. He not
only took my sin, but the sin of the entire world. The only condition is that we have to believe that He died for our sins an
d resurrected from the dead and that He is our LORD. Once we believe that with all of our heart, and confess it with our 
mouths, then we are saved and will not have to suffer judgment for our works, like all of those attending the Great White 
Throne Judgment, that we will discuss later.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Romans 14:9-12 - ALL will stand on judgment to give an account to God.
Lets quote the whole thing so that we can make sense of it:
10.  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the jud
gment seat of Christ.
 11.  For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.
 12.  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

Bingo!!! The judgment referred to here is the judgment seat of Christ, the same exact judgment referred to in 1 & 2 Corin
thians. This judgment is for Christians only, and we already know that everyone who goes through this judgment is save
d at the end of the judgment. WOW- this means that it is not referring to the Great White Throne!!!!

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Romans 2:1-11 - Some at this DAY (vs. 5) of judgment will be punished, while others will be exalted.

Lets see what Romans 2:1-11 has to say:
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1.  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou cond
emnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.  2.  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to
truth against them which commit such things. 3.  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, 
and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?
 4.  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of G
od leadeth thee to repentance? 5.  BUT AFTER THY HARDNESS AND IMPENITENT HEART TREASUREST UP UNT
O THYSELF WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH AND REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GO
D;
 6.  Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
 7.  To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:
 8.  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,
 9.  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;
 10.  But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:
 11.  For there is no respect of persons with God.
 
Again, this does not refer specifically to ONE JUDGMENT. It refers to JUDGMENT. Then it explains that the GODLY will
be rewarded with GLORY AND HONOUR AND IMMORTALITY, ETERNAL LIFE. But the UNGODLY will suffer TRIBUL
ATION AND ANGUISH. It says nothing about the fact that they will both be judged at the same time, on the same day as
you refer to above. 

You specifically said:
Some at this DAY (vs. 5) of judgment will be punished, while others will be exalted.

However, verse 5 says nothing about the day. What it says is: "5.  BUT AFTER THY HARDNESS AND IMPENITENT H
EART TREASUREST UP UNTO THYSELF WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH AND REVELATION OF THE RIG
HTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD;" that refers to the LOST, not the saved!

ANOTHER MISQUOTE?? HOW COME?

I like the Living Bible that offers some clarification here about Judgment for all. Notice, this is not ONE JUDGMENT GIV
EN AT ONE TIME, but gives us a picture of the JUDGMENT of all people, both believers and non believers.

8.  But he will terribly punish those who fight against the truth of God and walk in evil ways--God's anger will be poured o
ut upon them. 
 9.  There will be sorrow and suffering for Jews and Gentiles alike who keep on sinning. 
 10.  But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who obey him, whether they are Jews or Gentiles. 
 11.  For God treats everyone the same. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Acts 17:31 - Again, a DAY of judgment

This refers to the Great White Throne Judgment:
31.	Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath o
rdained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

How do we know that it is the Great White Throne? Because he judges the world in righteousness. Everyone at this judg
ment is being judged because he/she  thinks that they themselves are righteous because of their own works that they ha
ve performed. They have no interest in Christ and His work on the Cross. Their total focus has always been on themselv
es and their own works. Finally, Righteousness personified will judge them all! 
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

I Thessalonians 1:5-12 - Judgment Day for BOTH sinners and saints after return of the Lord.

Again, you are WRONG. 

This is what 1 Thessalonians 5:10 actually says (because it does not continue to verse 12):
5.	For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as y
e know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 6.  And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, havi
ng received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 7.  So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in M
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acedonia and Achaia. 8.  For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in e
very place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 9.  For they themselves she
w of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true Go
d; 10.  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wra
th to come.

What it concludes with is that all those who believe in Jesus Christ will be delivered from the WRATH TO COME (the Tri
bulation)!
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Matthew 16:27-28 - Judgment AFTER the Lord returns
27.	For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man accordi
ng to his works.

Again, WRONG. What this is referring to is that if we take up the cross and follow Jesus, we'll be rewarded in the ages t
o come as well as presently.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
2 Timothy 4:1-8 - God will judge the "quick and the dead" on that day.
1.  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appeari
ng and his kingdom;

This is referred to above, at the separation of the sheep and the goats, at the second coming---- Matthew 25:31-46 - The
Sheep and the Goats
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Matthew 13:24-30 - Parable of the Wheat and the Tares

This again is a reference to the separation of the sheep and the goats, at the end of the Tribulation, also found in Matthe
w 25:31-46

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 - Those who are "asleep" will be caught up in the air.

This is nothing more than a reference to the rapture where Christ comes to get his elect- this Book of the Bible is addres
sed to the Christian believers at Corinth. The dead (asleep) first, and the living second, as we come together to meet HI
M in the air.

13.  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as ot
hers which have no hope.
 14.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
 15.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord s
hall not prevent them which are asleep.
 16.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
 17.  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
 18.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

God bless,

Stever
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Re: Current views on Judgment... - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/14 2:31
Hi Stever...!

Thanks for writing such a long reply.  I appreciate that you took so much time and effort in your response.  

Again, thank you for spending so much time adding interpretive commentary to most of the verses that you listed.  It
helped me to understand what your opinion is concerning judgment.  However, after reading your reply, I am still unconv
inced that there are two seperate days of judgment.  In fact, I seem to find quite a bit of evidence in the Scriptures that y
ou listed to support a single day of judgment for humanity.   

But I suppose that we are both searching for truth in this matter.  At one time, I was convinced that there were two judgm
ent days (the "Great White Throne" and the "Judgment Seat of Christ").  Much of the reason that I accepted this concept
was because it was taught by my pastor and youth pastor, not to mention that it was taught "a-matter-of-factly" by many 
popular modern christian teachers (especially on television).  But after having studied the matter, I discovered that I coul
dn't find any verses to validate such a belief -- especially enough circumstantial scriptural evidence to take a firm doctrin
al stand on the issue.  

There are some things that are perfectly clear in the Word of God.  But there are other things that are not quite so clear. 
I suppose that is the beauty of Christian maturity -- the search for truth.  Proverbs 25:2 states: "It is the glory of God to c
onceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter."  I believe that God takes delight when we search for tru
th that may seem unclear in the Word.  As "kings and priests," we are honored to search out such things (Revelation 1:6
).  And it is encouraging that we can disagree on a subject of doctrinal interpretation, but respect the fact that we both ar
e honestly and humbly searching for the truth of all such matters.  

Unfortunately, there are a few spiritually arrogant people that unwisely reject those who do not agree with their particular
position or interpretation of Scripture or doctrine.  Such believers fall prey to pride -- and judge those who do not accept t
heir particular view or "teaching."  I have to admit that, as a young believer, I sometimes felt this way about certain doctri
nal issues.  I had an "I'm right/you're wrong" attitude.  The Lord gently rebuked me because of my attitude, and I repente
d for giving into a "spiritual" pride.  Interestingly, as I grew in maturity, I realized that some of the beliefs that I so firmly st
ood upon were either wrong or somewhat misguided.  

Right now, I lean toward the following beliefs about judgment:

1. All of humanity lives here on earth, confined with the created concept of time.
2. When a person dies, they are "asleep" until the Lord's return.
3. The dead now "awaken" at the Lord's return (the trumpet call of God) and are transformed.  The earth, sea and grave 
give up their dead.  Our "rest" after death may seem like it was only an instant for all who have died -- but may have take
n a much longer period of time as all of human history has now been fulfilled.  Time is no more.
4. Everyone -- christian, non-christian, those who lived before you, and those who lived after you -- stand before a great,
white throne.  
5. Christ is seated on this throne to judge all nations.  
6. The "books" of human history are opened, and the dead are judged by what is recorded in those books (good and ba
d). 
7. Another book is opened.  This is the Book of Life.  It will be explained that those whose names are not found in this bo
ok will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  Likewise, those whose names are found there will enter into eternal life. 
8. There will be feedback from people here.  Some will be shocked that their names were not written in the Book of Life. 
Some will make excuses for their behavior ("Lord, when did we see thee...?").  Others will make claims of their own right
eousness ("Lord, did I not prophesy in your name...?").  And others will wonder when they did good works for the Lord ("
Lord, when did we visit you in prison...?").
9. The Lord will answer at least some of those ("I tell you the truth...").  Then, those whose names are not found in this b
ook are cast into the Lake of Fire.  Those whose names are found there enter into eternal life.  

The verses pertaining to why I believe the preceding are found in my other posts, and my understanding of the Bible as 
a whole.  It is quite possible that I might be wrong in this.  But that is okay.  I am searching.  You may feel strongly that I 
am wrong or maybe even misguided.  But I have and will continue to study this.  Whether there is one judgment day or t
wo -- the important thing is that we have our names written in the Lamb's Book of Life.  

Thanks for offering your thoughts about this subject.  As always, I study what others write in their posts and "test" it acco
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rding to the Word of God.  I will continually study this and all such subjects.  With God's help, we will all grow to maturity!
 

 :-) 

Re:, on: 2005/8/14 11:01
Dear ccchhrrriisss:

We are commanded to study God's word, and to rightly divide the Word of Truth.
2nd Timothy tells us:
15.  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of tr
uth.
 16.  But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.
 17.  And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;
 18.  Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.
 19.  Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let e
very one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
 20.  But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to hon
our, and some to dishonour.
 21.  If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's 
use, and prepared unto every good work.
 22.  Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.
 23.  But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.
 24.  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
 25.  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the ackno
wledging of the truth;
 26.  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Chris----After your last post I can see that you are, or were at one time, a 7th Day Adventist. It would be helpful if you wo
uld reveal that type of information so that others, when they respond to your posts will have a better understanding of yo
u and be better equipped to  respond in love & compassion, and at the same time share with you the defense of Christia
n Doctrine that has been handed down since the Apostles.

I have noticed over the past several years that the television and radio shows sponsered by the Adventists are now in st
ealth mode. They never reveal that they are Seventh Day Adventists, but yet offer free literature, etc. for anyone writing i
n to an address that says nothing about 7th day and nothing about Adventism.

God bless,

Stever

Re:, on: 2005/8/14 11:18
Stever .... Chris a SDA ???  Where are you getting that from ?  I sure haven't seen it in any of his posts.  :-o
 

I don't want to get too deep into this discussion, because the posts are too long for me to read or reply to such long ones
... but we're told that the Day of Judgment is "AT His Coming" and then Rev.20 there's another, called the 2nd death.

Anyhow, Peace to you all.

Annie
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Re:, on: 2005/8/14 11:36
Hi Grannie:

Like you said,this has been quite a long thread. It has recently focused on the Judgment seat of Christ for believers and 
the Great White Throne for non-believers.

Chris has posted that over many years he listened to various Christian Pastors and teachers and believed their teaching
in the two judgments. However, after much personal study he now only believes in one judgment-the Great White Thron
e.

These are Chris's beliefs:

1. All of humanity lives here on earth, confined with the created concept of time.
2. When a person dies, they are "asleep" until the Lord's return.
3. The dead now "awaken" at the Lord's return (the trumpet call of God) and are transformed. The earth, sea and grave 
give up their dead. Our "rest" after death may seem like it was only an instant for all who have died -- but may have take
n a much longer period of time as all of human history has now been fulfilled. Time is no more.
4. Everyone -- christian, non-christian, those who lived before you, and those who lived after you -- stand before a great,
white throne. 
5. Christ is seated on this throne to judge all nations. 
6. The "books" of human history are opened, and the dead are judged by what is recorded in those books (good and ba
d). 
7. Another book is opened. This is the Book of Life. It will be explained that those whose names are not found in this boo
k will be cast into the Lake of Fire. Likewise, those whose names are found there will enter into eternal life. 
8. There will be feedback from people here. Some will be shocked that their names were not written in the Book of Life. 
Some will make excuses for their behavior ("Lord, when did we see thee...?"). Others will make claims of their own righte
ousness ("Lord, did I not prophesy in your name...?"). And others will wonder when they did good works for the Lord ("Lo
rd, when did we visit you in prison...?").
9. The Lord will answer at least some of those ("I tell you the truth..."). Then, those whose names are not found in this bo
ok are cast into the Lake of Fire. Those whose names are found there enter into eternal life. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

My Grandmother, as well as my Great Aunt were 7th Day Adventists and both loved the Lord, and both of them await m
e in Heaven. However, doctrinally Seventh Day Adventists have problems. Are they still within the body of Christ and not
a Christian cult? I think so. Dr. Walter Martin thought so as well. However, with that being said, if they write or say anythi
ng that goes against sound doctrine I am required to give an answer. That is what has transpired here between Chris an
d myself. 

Now, since this "conversation" seems to have ended between us (Ccchhhrrriiiss & Stever) it might be worth your time to 
read our posts to see where each of us stand on these very important issues.

God bless,

Stever 

Re: But after this the.... to Stever, on: 2005/8/14 12:39
Dear Stever,

I am all ready to make this my last post, because I am now well acquainted with your interpretation of scripture, which I
find lacking on the grounds of English and contextual interpretation, often.  I'm not talking about comparing the KJV with 
other versions, I mean, the preconceptions you bring to the basic language itself.  (In passing though, I would NEVER us
e the Living Bible for elucidation of real meaning.  The TEV is much truer.)

I am concerned you have suggested ccchhhrrriiisss is misquoting scripture, when you are not open to either 'hearing' or '
seeing' that the same words may mean something other than you think they do.  I'm not sure whether you have eaten so
meone else's interpretation trustingly (but gullibly) or, you have really gone with an open mind to the Lord and asked Him
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to confirm or reject what you've picked up from your long time in Christian circles.  As ccchhhrrriiisss said in another post
(not in this thread) it was Bro Ravenhill who told him to test everything.  This is how he has uncovered a number of error
s within churches and gatherings he has attended; he feels empowered to come to his own conclusions in the light of th
e witness of the Holy Spirit within himself.  (This is scriptural - 1 John 2: 20 + 27.)  No-one can do this analysis all at onc
e, but experience builds up and one learns more and more that the Lord is leading one's understanding.

I am not going to pick up on everything in your last post but a few sentences stand out.

I
Revelation 20:15
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Within the context of the above verse, just looking at the English, if the saved are not there, why does it not say

'and they were all cast into the lake of fire'

Surely, if only those who were not found in the book of life were cast into the lake of fire, this STRONGLY suggests that t
hose who WERE found in the book of life, were NOT cast into the lake of fire?

II
2 Peter 2
20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jes
us Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

Your discussion of the word 'knowledge' is not consistent with its meaning in this verse (or anywhere else in the KJV, I v
enture.  'TAKING KNOWLEDGE' is what you are talking about.  'KNOWING' is what God said He did with the sufferings 
of the Hebrews in Egypt - the same meaning as in 'Adam knew Eve' - it means 'intimately acquainted with'.  

Quote:
-------------------------Obviously this person, referred to above was not saved in the first place. How do we know that?
-------------------------
Here, if you are suggesting the person to whom the writer refers is not saved, and you KNOW they are not saved, then y
ou are claiming this knowledge across the centuries, as much in a head knowledge way, as you claim the writer must be
meaning.  

Yet, I would refute yours as the true MEANING of the writer's sentence, because 'they have escaped the pollutions of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ'.  In other words, this knowledge is in keepi
ng with the knowledge of the Lord that you and I claim to have - saving knowledge.

Your allusion to the devil, is specifically incorrect.  It says

James 2:19  
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  

Quote:
-------------------------Does Satan believe in his heart ? No! What does God's word tell us about this?
-------------------------
The distinction here about worship, has something to do with power.  These like us, worship the one which has power ov
er their freedom.  That's what it means to be a subject (in a kingdom).

Quote:
-------------------------It says nothing about the fact that they will both be judged at the same time, on the same day as you refer to above. 
-------------------------
EDIT: But it doesn't say anywhere, that they won't be.  

There is no scriptural reason to separate these events.  Over many centuries, the 'bema' seat (unscriptural) has not bee
n mentioned.  Maybe it has been used as an illustration in a sermon by someone now famous, but that's all it is.  And the
re is no hint in scripture at all, of what the reward will be, except that it is something to do with our relationship with Chris
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t, rather than a thing. EDIT end.

There is something I think you don't get about the Judgment.  When a person goes to court, only they know whether the
y are guilty or not.  Facts are produced, by which the Judge decides, sets free, or convicts.

We have, under the gospel, the opportunity to judge ourselves worthy of death (1 Cor 11:27 - 32) and believe into Christ 
to be saved from our sins.  BUT, only He knows how honestly we have come to Him.  In this sense, the boot is on the ot
her foot.  We do not come to the Judment not knowing where we stand with Christ, for we shall either fall asleep in Him, 
(or, be caught up into the air with Him), or find that we are not in Him when we have been separated from our physical b
odies or, have been left behind.

The POINT of discussing judgment before we die, is that we may prepare ourselves, by taking every opportunity to be fo
und in Him, ready, watching and praying, doing good and so on.  The verses which alert us to the way humans judge, ar
e the ones which look on the gifts (prophecy, healing) and on works instead of faith.  Of these, we must be ware.  When 
the end comes, some people will be really new Christians.  Others, ancient!  We will all be judged by the same standard 
in Christ.  And the area of greatest interest to Christians, is that we are clearly told, the wheat and the tares are going to 
grow together, unitl THE END.  We KNOW that in churches there are folks who are unsaved.  What do we do about the
m?  More to the point, how can we tell?  (The word 'fruit' comes to mind.) But, can a person with a carnal mind, accuratel
y judge fruit?  Possibly not, the scripture warns us. You said

Quote:
-------------------------Everyone at this judgment is being judged because he/she thinks that they themselves are righteous because of their own works th
at they have performed. They have no interest in Christ and His work on the Cross. Their total focus has always been on themselves and their own wo
rks.
-------------------------
The verse says 'according to their works'.  There is no way of knowing from the verse, whether their works were good or 
bad. That's the point of having a judgment on them.  I'm sure some people make a conscious choice to go to hell, and c
oncentrate on doing evil.

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/14 13:54
Hi Stever...
Quote:
-------------------------"Chris----After your last post I can see that you are, or were at one time, a 7th Day Adventist."
-------------------------
That is actually quite funny.  
No...I have never been a Seventh Day Adventist. 

Thank you for your "concern" though.  But as is true with all things, you might want to be a little more careful before maki
ng such determinations.  Such misguided accusations could hurt or offend some people (especially younger believers).  
However, I do admire your zeal.  You may want to take just a little more effort to reread the posts of others before makin
g such judgments about who they are or what they believe.  

In the past, the Lord taught me quite a bit about "jumping to conclusions."  His gentle rebuke was all that I needed to real
ize that my mind was far from perfect, and that I needed to be open to the possibility of being wrong.  It was a wonderful 
lesson from the Lord that has served me well ever since.  

Thank you so much for your remarks about judgment.  I will continue to study this subject with great integrity.  

 
 :-) 
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Re: Misunderstanding, on: 2005/8/14 14:23

Quote:
-------------------------by GrannieAnnie on 2005/8/14 11:18:24

Stever .... Chris a SDA ??? Where are you getting that from ? I sure haven't seen it in any of his posts. 

I don't want to get too deep into this discussion, because the posts are too long for me to read or reply to such long ones ... but we're told that the Day 
of Judgment is "AT His Coming" and then Rev.20 there's another, called the 2nd death.

Anyhow, Peace to you all.

Annie
-------------------------

Hi Stever,

       I didn't mean to appear as a "But-in-ski" with my post above (I'm not crazy about butinski's neither ... but as long as t
hey can be polite, I like open dialog) ... but merely wanted to question why you would call Chris a SDA, and also to just g
ive what I believe on this thread 'topic'.

I did read all sides, and only disagree on some issues on both your points, but forgive me, if I didn't see that those points
were of an eternally damaging nature, worth my striving over.  And get gun shy when accusations start flying. I like to ag
ree where we all can agree, unless it's a major Body Damaging Belief.

But I just wanted to express my view of the two judgments that I see ... as in "throw my 2 cents" in with the rest, as they 
say.

I see these 2 judgments contained or summed up in Rev.20.

Quote:
-------------------------Rev 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were be
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark up
on their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
Rev 20:5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
-------------------------
 

Jesus said, several times, in both the Old and New Testaments, "I Come, and my Reward is "with" Me". Isaiah 40:10, 62
:11, Rev.11:18, 22:12

At His Coming, that is when the tares and wheat are seperated Matt. 13:29-43. And also in that same Chpt. (47-49) The 
net, where the good fish are kept and the bad thrown over board. Also, that this harvest of both the wheat & fish analogi
es happen at "the end of the world".  At His Coming.
The majority of Commentators through-out Church history have cross referenced Matt.13 with Rev. 14:14-19. With good
reason.

Then in Mat.16:27-28 - it says, that when He comes, "then" he shall reward every man according to his works.

That our works are "tried by fire",1 Corth 3:12-15 and 'that' is the Brightness of His appearing ... because, how could we 
receive our Glorified bodies, if at least we were found in the Lamb's Book of Life ?

I don't want to load this up with Verses, but the Coming of the Lord, is a day of BOTH Reward and Judgment, "by fire". T
he wicked are burnt up or thrown into the pit alive, and the saved receive their glorified body, as He descends in fire to fi
ght and destroy the wicked; according to both the Old & New Testament, regarding "The Day of The Lord" ... "His Comin
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g".

When we receive our glorified bodies, and later, at the "Rewards Ceremony" before His Throne, all nations Mt 25:31-34, 
will appear before Him, to receive their just desserts.

The 'second' judgment, is of those who live and were born during the Millenial reign of Christ and others that died unsav
ed, 'before' His Return... That were not alive AT His Coming.
Rev. 20:7-15.

So I only see two judgments, One at His return, when we are rewarded with "the finish of our Salvation", by being given 
our glorified bodies and the unsaved who are alive & took the "mark or worshiped the beast or his image, are killed and t
hrown into the pit and the second judgment(and/or reward), is the "second death", Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small
and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and t
he dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 
Rev 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them
: and they were judged every man according to their works. 
Rev 20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
Rev 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Peace to you all again.
Love in Him.

Annie

Re: But after this the ....., on: 2005/8/14 21:47
Annie,

I need to do more work on this topic anyway, but I'd like you to agree or disagree with the meaning of the term
'tribulation'.  Jesus tells the disciples, 'in the world, you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world'  (John 16:33).  

This clearly tells me that Jesus Himself, through faith in Him, is going to help me overcome the world (1 John 5:1 - 6). 
Also, in Ephesians, there is a recurring theme of 'children of disobedience' who are going to face 'the wrath to come'.  In
these texts (and probably others too) 'tribulation' is attributed to the adversary, and 'wrath' is attributed to 'God'.

Can you explain why, then, when the 'great tribulation' is discussed, a cloud of confusion seems to descend and people
(believers) talk as if God is going to send the wrath on them, when there is no evidence for this?  

If Christians are still around when wrath is being poured out on children of disobedience, they have nothing to fear from 
God, only, to be prepared for tribulation from Satan - who has been causing tribulation most especially since Jesus cam
e (and believers lined up with Him).

What is difficult or wrong or confusing about this simple separation between the two main reasons for distress which ma
y be faced on earth by unbelievers and believers?  Thanks.

Re:, on: 2005/8/14 22:31
ccchhhrrriiisss said:

2. When a person dies, they are "asleep" until the Lord's return.
3. The dead now "awaken" at the Lord's return (the trumpet call of God) and are transformed. The earth, sea and grave 
give up their dead. Our "rest" after death may seem like it was only an instant for all who have died -- but may have take
n a much longer period of time as all of human history has now been fulfilled. Time is no more.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response:
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Your position on soul sleep places you in the same camp as the Seventh Day Adventist's and the Christadelphianism Ch
urch who believe in soul sleep:

Soul Sleep, thus #2 & #3 are in agreement with SDA Doctrine. This doctrine of "Soul Sleep" is also embraced by Christia
n Cults.

When we come to the subject of soul-sleep we find this view has been sporadically held throughout church history. The 
Ana-Baptists believed in this in the 1500's. King Edward VI stated in his fortieth article out of forty-two, that "The souls th
at do depart hence do sleep, being without all sense, feeling, or perceiving until the day of judgment, do utterly decent fr
om the right that is closed to us in Holy Scriptures."

In modern times we have two well known major groups that hold to this teaching. One is Christadelphianism and the oth
er is Seventh Day Adventism. Soul-sleep is the denial of man's conscious existence between when he dies and the resu
rrection day. It's what is called the intermediate state of the believer, in which their view is both the body and the soul lay
rest in the ground.

Also, your position on the one judgment only (Great White Throne) for the lost and the saved is also outside Christian ort
hodoxy.

Those are the two reasons that, in good faith, I placed you in the Seventh Day Adventist Camp. Maybe you can reveal to
us what "camp" you are actually in.

God bless,

Stever

P.S.
 Based upon your non-response to many, many Bible verses that declare the two judments- one for believers and one fo
r the lost. One called the judgment seat of Christ, and another called the Great White Throne, I have to believe that you 
are in a cult that lays down as mantra what is to be believed. I know all about cults- I was raised in the New Age and hav
e great compassion for others that are so ensnared and blinded.

 

Re:, on: 2005/8/14 22:53
GrannieAnnie said:
But I just wanted to express my view of the two judgments that I see ... as in "throw my 2 cents" in with the rest, as they
say.

I see these 2 judgments contained or summed up in Rev.20.

Quote:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshiped the beast, neither
his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years. 
Rev 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jesus said, several times, in both the Old and New Testaments, "I Come, and my Reward is "with" Me". Isaiah 40:10,
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62:11, Rev.11:18, 22:12

At His Coming, that is when the tares and wheat are seperated Matt. 13:29-43. And also in that same Chpt. (47-49) The
net, where the good fish are kept and the bad thrown over board. Also, that this harvest of both the wheat & fish
analogies happen at "the end of the world". At His Coming.
The majority of Commentators through-out Church history have cross referenced Matt.13 with Rev. 14:14-19. With good
reason.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stever's response: 

You are correct, however there are other judgments, referred to in the the Old Testament, the Gospels, as well as the
Pauline epistles. They reveal to us a complete picture of 7 judgments. One of these judgments was taken on by Christ.
He will be the Judge in the other 6 judments. 6 is the number for man:

Seven Special Judgments of God
Seven judgments described in Scripture have special significance. These are,

(1) the judgment of the cross which includes the judgment of the believer's sins  

(2) the self-judgment of the believer whereby we avoid God's judgment for sins, (1 Cor. 11:31); 

(3) the judgment seat of Christ immediately after the believer's death where the quality of a Christian's life is evaluated a
nd rewarded, (2 Cor. 5:10); 

(4) the "sheep and goat" judgment at the start of the Millenium determining which gentiles may enter the kingdom; 

(5) the judgment of Israel at the beginning of the Millenium. This is described in Ezekiel 20:33-44; 

(6) The judgment of fallen angels, (Jude 6, 1 Cor. 6:3) and,

(7) The great white throne judgment (or "last judgment") of UNBELIEVERS at the end of the Millenium.

All judgment of mankind is committed to the Lord Jesus Christ. One man, Christ Jesus, is now ruling our entire universe 
as the Lord of time and space, and nature, and history, and human affairs. Every person's life and destiny is in his hands
. Jesus himself said this:

"For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. The Father judges no 
one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes hi
m who sent me, has eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

"Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those
who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself, and has gi
ven him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming when
all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and th
ose who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:21-29)

The setting of the judgment of the great white throne is associated with an event in the Bible called the "second" resurre
ction.

"The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and 
holy is he who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of Go
d and of Christ, and they shall reign with him a thousand years. And when the thousand years are ended...
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"...Then I saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place wa
s found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 

Also another book was opened, which is the book of life. 

And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done. 

And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were judged by what they had d
one. 

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death, the lake of fire; and if any one's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown i
nto the lake of fire." (Rev. 20:5, 6; 11-15)

Two different documents are presented at this awesome courtroom scene. Books recording the life-deeds of every indivi
dual are presented. These books are evidently the records kept by recording angels (see for example, Ezekiel and The 
Destruction of Jerusalem). The second book is "the Lamb's Book of Life" where the names of all believers are written "b
efore the foundation of the world," (Rev. 13:8, see also, Phil. 4:3, Rev. 3:5, Rev. 13:8, Rev. 17:8, Rev. 20:12, Rev. 21:27
). Although eternal separation from God might seem to be in itself the most awful and terrible ultimate punishment in itsel
f, the text strongly suggests that there are degrees of punishment in the lake of fire, for "all were judged by what they ha
d done."

Ray C. Stedman, late pastor of Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto, California offers the following comments on the judg
ment of the great white throne:

Here is a startling and terrifying scene. Imagine standing on a starship, watching the earth and the planets recede from v
iew, the stars moving against the background of eternal night. That is the vision suggested by John's words, "Earth and 
sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them." This suggests that all of humanity will be removed from ea
rth, perhaps from the universe as we know it, to eternity itself, where there is no space and no time. That is where judgm
ent will take place.

The judge is Jesus, not God the Father. "The Father judges no one," said Jesus, "but has entrusted all judgment to the 
Son." It is Jesus who sits upon the Great White Throne of majesty and gathers all the dead before Him. There will also b
e some living people from the Millennium, far it must be determined if their names are recorded in the book of life Judgm
ent will be "according to what one had done." Deeds reveal the condition of the heart. Deeds reveal belief.

All the deeds of mankind are preserved in God's great library. Books are a symbol of the eternal record of our lives. If Jo
hn were receiving this vision today, the symbol would probably be videotape or computer disks rather than books. The b
ooks are metaphors for the record of every life---and the final judgment of every life shall be made on the basis of that re
cord.

Only those whose names are in the book of life can do righteous deeds. Only the deeds of the righteous will survive the f
ire of judgment. All other deeds will be consumed to ashes. Only those acts that have been done by the power of the Spi
rit of God and done for the glory of God will remain. Even the noblest and most impressive accomplishments, even acts 
which have helped many people or changed the course of history---if they were done by the power of the self and for the
glory of the self---will vanish without a trace.

If your name is not in the book of life, your evil deeds will be revealed. All the hidden comers of your life will be subjected
to scrutiny. Nothing will go unnoticed. Today you may have a reputation for your devotion, your caring, your humility, you
r abilities---but in that day Jesus will judge the hidden motives behind your deeds. He will know if your real reason for ser
vice in the church and the community was to glorify God---or if it was all tainted by selfishness, pride, and the lust for pro
minence, power, influence, and recognition...

When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples to minister to other cities and towns in Israel, they returned rejoicing that they 
had cast out demons with just a word of command. They were amazed at the power of God that was flowing through the
m, at the wonderful deeds that were being accomplished, at the fact that even the demons submitted to them in the nam
e of Jesus.

Page 43/56



Scriptures and Doctrine :: But after this the....

"Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you," Jesus replied, "but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

That is the central question in life: Is your name written in the Lamb's book of life? Beside this one issue, everything else
pales in comparison. Your name is written in that book when you commit your life to Jesus.

No one needs to face the lake of fire. No one goes into the Abyss against his or her own will. It is a choice we all make i
n this life. If we refuse the Savior, God can only give us the fate we demand.

The issue of eternal punishment raises a problem in the minds of most thoughtful Christians: What about those who hav
e never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ? Isn't it unfair that someone should be condemned to an eternity apart from Go
d simply because he never had the opportunity to hear about Jesus? This is a difficult question, but it is addressed in Sc
ripture. Hebrews 11:6 tells us, "Anyone who comes to  must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earne
stly seek Him." God knows the intent and condition of every human being, and He will deal with every individual accordin
g to the great declaration of Scripture, "Far be it from  to...kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and th
e wicked alike...Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?"

We know that God only holds us accountable for the light of understanding we have received. Those of us who have rec
eived more revelation are responsible for how we respond to that revelation. Scripture does not explicitly tell us the fate 
of those who have not heard of Jesus, of the cross and the empty tomb, of the grace of God and the forgiveness of sins.
But the Bible does tell us that God will deal justly with them.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

I hope this was helpful Annie

God bless,

Stever

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/14 23:40

Quote:
-------------------------by PreachParsly on 2005/8/10 15:23:19

Judgement. I would like to get start a study on Judgment and the final estate of the wicked. 

Here are a few questions to start it off.

How many times are we judged? Great White Throne, Judgement Seat of Christ.. Are they different?

When? Imediately after death or at one time which is appointed by God?

Is Hell  the final estate of the wicked or the lake of fire? Are those 2 different? 

Sorry if I posted too many questions. I just thought I would post most of what came to mind, but lets try to start with the first question. 

I hope everyone participates.   :-) 
-------------------------

Hi Stever,

Thanks for the exposition. 

I was just wanted to reply to what PreachParsly, this thread starter's, Topic was.

My only concern is, when a belief, will not affect a person's salvation, is it worth it for me to struggle with them ?
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I think in each person's mind, we have our own lists of "biggies", like Of course the Deity of Christ, the Trinity, the Means
of Salvation, then down from there.  You know.

We all find it interesting, to bout about queries, and speculations, and assumptions, and our beliefs,,, but something hap
pened today, that I've seen happen on Forums before. (Not from you Stever or you guys)

We all that are here, basically all have the same Statement of Faith, and we want to Lift up Christ.   We're having Church
, whether we realise it or not, and are here to Glorify Christ and edify and build each other up and I've seen that happeni
ng, quite a bit ... we're basically all getting along with each other, from what I see, really Neat .... so then what happens, t
he Site itself gets attacked from a lost-soul-antagonist .... so that only tells me two things ... 1- we're doing well together 
and 2-because of that, satan sends in his pawns/slaves, to defile or attack this site.

When that happened today, and I'm sure it won't happen again, because someone at the helm, is on the ball .... I got so 
upset, I pulled the plug in almost tears, but then it hit me, how that, "When persecution comes, we all are going to get so
oo close to each other ,,, that only our Mutual Love is going to matter anymore and to Protect and stand by each other."

When as Jesus said, "there is coming a day when the WHOLE WORLD is going to HATE us" - Vehemently.

And they say, Persecution brings out the Mutual Love we'll all have for each other.

God uses all things together for a good, of one sort or another. Even the bad junk. 

That's why I just can't split hairs anymore. Seen too much of it on all the other Forums.
It grieves my heart and heart disease.  :-( 

I LOVE ya Stever and pray for His Best for you and yours and look forward to many more good discussions with you.
Always !!

Annie

Re:, on: 2005/8/14 23:49
Hey Dorcas,

Would you mind if I pulled your post over to the Last Days Doctrine thread ? 

Maybe us gals, talking over there on that Topic would more suit this thread.

Thanks.

Love ya,
Annie

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/15 0:09
Hi Stever...
Quote:
-------------------------"Your position on soul sleep places you in the same camp as the Seventh Day Adventist's and the Christadelphianism Church who 
believe in soul sleep:"
-------------------------
Again, I do not (nor have I ever) attended a Seventh Day Adventist church (or a Christidelphianism church).  I know that 
you probably mean well in your accusations, but your judgment is wrong in this case.  Such comments demonstrate bett
er than anything that I could write about how limited knowledge can cloud a person's judgment in a matter.  Thus, it is be
st to leave such judgment to God.  

We are all striving for maturity, and sometimes, it means that we should allow for the possibility of being wrong on a num
ber of topics.  There is nothing bad or wrong about being incorrect.  There are topics that we all must agree on -- like the
neccessity of surrendering our lives and will to Christ.  But we can disagree with one another on a number of subjects an
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d still respect one another as part of the family of God.
Quote:
-------------------------"Those are the two reasons that, in good faith, I placed you in the Seventh Day Adventist Camp. Maybe you can reveal to us what "
camp" you are actually in."
-------------------------
This may sound like a clichÃ©, but I belong to the camp of the Lord.  However, this thread is probably not the best place 
to discuss our complete doctrinal or church backgrounds.  If you would like to know, feel free to email me, instant messa
ge me, or PM me.  I'll be more than happy to share with you.

Stever, I think that you may have misunderstood the bulk of my posts in this thread.  I was merely sharing where I am cu
rrently leaning concerning the day of judgment.  This is based on my own studying of God's Word, and not upon the "do
ctrine of the church."  

Like I said before (several times), I may be wrong.  But I am searching.  It would probably do us all well to realize that ev
eryone serving God is on a similar "pilgrimage."   We should refrain from using generalizations concerning the particular 
beliefs of others.  Passing critical judgment can be dangerous.  And as is true with any case, your "good faith" can be wr
ong.  

Let me encourage you to continue seeking the truth with all humility and meekness.  Be patient with those that you disag
ree with.  And you might want to remain open to the possibility that no one has "arrived" to such a point where they think
that they know everything about doctrine.  And let us continue to pray for one another -- that the Spirit of God continues t
o lead us and guide us into all truth.

 :-) 

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/15 11:03

Quote:
-------------------------Hey Dorcas,

Would you mind if I pulled your post over to the Last Days Doctrine thread ? 

Maybe us gals, talking over there on that Topic would more suit this thread.
-------------------------
Annie,

I don't see why not, only I was hoping you could leave an answer in this thread in case it adds to PreachParsly's underst
anding - or gives him something he hasn't thought of before?  Mind you, he can look in that thread too.  I'll check it out.  
Thanks.

EDIT added:  Hey ccchhhrrriiisss,

I've been meaning to state clearly, that I agree with what you've expressed about timelessness.  When you said about sl
eeping and waking up, I knew exactly what you meant.  It's a type of perceptual disorientation that we are so familiar wit
h, maybe it's a preparation for that very event. EDIT end.

Re:, on: 2005/8/15 15:09
Oh friend, I'm too old and feeble to post that again.  (Can't you hear the violins playing ? :lol: )

Would this be O.K. ?

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?mode=viewtopic&topic_id=6767&forum=36&start=10&view
mode=flat&order=0 

  :-? 
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Re: But after this the ....., on: 2005/8/15 15:14
Annie,

The link is great.  The answer you gave is more than I could have hoped for.  Thank you.  Indeed the Lord is good.  I ho
pe you slept ok after that?  8-)

Re: - posted by filhodedeus (), on: 2005/8/18 7:48
I know that this thread as seem to taken on the judgement and eternity flavor, but some earlier posts were made about 
Hades, Death, and the lake of fire.  If I could change gears just a fuzz to offer a different perspective.

According to my understanding, Death and Hades aren't places, they are conditions....states of existence.  Referencing 
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Hades is described as "the state of death or disembodied existence".

My best interpretation of this is that this condition will be cast into the lake of fire, fullfilling the completeness of God's rig
hteousness and overcoming death, just like the resurrection of Christ, completely and eternally.

These are my opinions based on the interpretation of the Word of God Revelation 20:14.  More or less deductive reasoni
ng.  Any comments are quite welcome.

Bless you in the name of our Lord Jesus

Re: But after this the...., on: 2005/8/18 20:21

Quote:
-------------------------If I could change gears just a fuzz to offer a different perspective.

According to my understanding, Death and Hades aren't places, they are conditions....states of existence ... "the state of death or disembodied existen
ce".

My best interpretation of this is that this condition will be cast into the lake of fire, fullfilling the completeness of God's righteousness and overcoming d
eath, just like the resurrection of Christ, completely and eternally.
-------------------------
This is not something I've looked into as much as other brethren, and probably yours is an easier interpretation to defen
d from scripture, than some of the theories which are going around, for instance, that all Christians will escape the great 
tribulation, to mention just one.

Re: Great White Throne Judgment, on: 2005/8/20 13:45
This post is in reply to a post by Dorcas, that has been removed by the Moderators from this thread. Dorcas had proble
ms with my position that only the lost will attend the Great White Throne Judgment. The following are my reasons for my
position:

For the Christian to think that she/he will have to be judged at  the Great White Throne Judgment shows a total lack of u
nderstanding of the entire New Testament. Colossians 2:13 tells us "and you, who were dead in your trespasses....God 
made alive together with Him (Jesus Christ), HAVING FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES BY CANCELLING THE 
RECORD OF DEBT THAT STOOD AGAINST US WITH IT'S LEGAL DEMANDS. THIS HE SET ASIDE, NAILING IT TO
THE CROSS.

What a folly it is to think that our good deeds may one day outweigh our bad deeds. It is folly for two reasons:

#1- It is not true. Even our good deeds are defective, because we do not honor God in the way we do them. Do we perfo
rm our good deeds in joyful dependence on God with a view to making known his supreme worth? Do we fulfill the overa
rching command to serve people "by the strength that God supplies-in order that in everything God may be glorified thro
ugh Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 4:11)?
	What shall we say in response to God's word, "Whatever does not proceed from faith is sin" (Romans 14:23)? I think th
at we shall say nothing. "Whatever the law says it speaks....so that every mouth may be stopped" (Romans 3:19). We wi
ll say nothing. It is folly to think that our good deeds will outweigh our bad deeds before God. Without Christ-exalting fait
h, our deeds will signify nothing but rebellion.
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#2- It is folly to hope in good deeds because THIS IS NOT THE WAY GOD SAVES. If we are saved from the consequen
ces of our bad deeds, it will not be because they weighed less than our good deeds. It will be because the "record of our
debt" in heaven has been nailed to the cross of Christ. God has a totally different way of saving sinners than by weighing
their deeds. There is only hope in the suffering and death of Christ.
	There is no salvation by balancing of records. There is only salvation by canceling records. The record or our bad deed
s (including our defective good deeds), along with the just penalties that each deserves, MUST BE BLOTTED OUT- not 
balanced. This is what Christ suffered and died to accomplish.
	The cancellation happened when the record of our deeds was "nailed to the cross" (Colossians 2:13). How was this da
mning record nailed to the cross? CHRIST WAS NAILED TO THE CROSS, so Christ became my/our damning record of
bad (good) deeds. He endured damnation. He put my/our salvation on a totally different footing. He is our only hope. An
d faith in Him is our only way to God.

Some of the reasons why Christ suffered and died:

1.	To absorb the wrath of God- Galatians 3:13; Romans 3:25; 1 John 4:10

2.	To please His Heavenly Father- Isaiah 53:10; Ephesians 5:2

3.	To show the Wealth of God's love and grace for Sinners- Romans 5:7-8; John 3:16; Ephesians 1:7

4.	To cancel the Legal Demands of the Law against us- Colossians 2:13

5.	To become a ransom for many- Mark 10:45

6.	For the forgiveness of Our Sins- Ephesians 1:7;  Matthew 26:28

7.	To provide the Basis for Our Justification-Romans 5:9; Romans 3:24;         Romans 3:28

8.	To Complete the Obedience that Becomes our Righteousness-Philippians 2:8; Romans 5:19; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Phili
ppians 3:9

9.	TO TAKE AWAY OUR CONDEMNATION-Romans 8:34

10.	To abolish Circumcision and All Rituals as the Basis of Salvation- Galatians 5:11, 6:12

11.	To Make Us Holy, Blameless, and Perfect-Hebrews 10:14; Colossians 1:22; 1 Corinthians 5:7

12.	To Give Us a Clear Conscience- Hebrews 9:14

13.	To obtain for Us All Things That are Good for us-Romans 8:32

14.	To GIVE ETERNAL LIFE TO ALL WHO BELIEVE ON HIM- John 3:16
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15.	To deliver us from the Present Evil Age- Galatians 1:4

16.	TO RECONCILE US TO GOD- Romans 5:10

17.	TO BRING US TO GOD- 1 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 2:13

18.	SO THAT WE MIGHT BELONG TO HIM- Romans 7:4; 1 Cor 6:19-20; Acts 20:28

19.	To give us confident access to the Holiest Place- Hebrews 10:19

20.	To become for us the place where we meet God- John 2:19-21

21.	To bring the Old Testament Priesthood to an end and become the eternal high Priest- Hebrews 7:23-27; Hebrews 9:
24-26; Hebrews 10:11-12

22.	To free us from the futility from our ancestry- 1 Peter 1:18-19

23.	To free us from the slavery to sin- Revelation 1:5-6; Hebrews 13:12

24.	That we might die to sin and live to righteousness- 1 Peter 2:24

25.	So that we would die to the law and bear fruit to God- Romans 7:4

26.	To enable us to live for Christ and not ourselvesÂ—2 Corinthians 5:15

27.	To make His Cross the ground of all our Boasting- Galatians 6:14

28.	To free us from the Bondage of the fear of death- Hebrews 2:14-15

29.	SO THAT WE WOULD BE WITH HIM IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEATH
1 Thessalonians 5:10; Philippians 1:21, 23; 2 Corinthians 5:8

30.	To secure our resurrection from the dead- Romans 6:5; Romans 8:11;                   2 Timothy 2:11

31.	TO RESCUE US FROM FINAL JUDGMENT- Hebrews 9:28

When the "Books" are opened at the Great White Throne Judgment they are opened by the Great Judge Jesus Christ. E
very man that attends this judgment will have to compare his life with the requirements- God's Law. Every man that atten
ds this judgment is found lacking when his works are compared to the required works, that could only be performed by G
od- Jesus Christ who took on flesh and died on the tree for the sins of mankind. The problem has always been that this i
s a free gift that humans have to accept or reject. The ones that accept this gift will not attend this judgment, only those 
who have rejected it. Their works are compared to the requirement- HIS WORKS. Next, the Book of Life is opened. At o
ne time every mans name was written in the Lambs book of life. When that person rejects the gift (Jesus Christ- the Mes
siah, the "Seed of the Woman"), their name is blotted out of it: Psalms 69:28; Psalms 109:13. At this judgment, at this tri
al, the Book of Life is opened as proof that they are not in it. At the end of this judgment, every knee will bow to Him, and
they will all be cast down to hell.

Hope this is helpful to all.

God bless,

Stever
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Re: But after this the ...., on: 2005/8/20 15:26
Dear Stever,

Quote:
-------------------------This post is in reply to a post by Dorcas, that has been removed by the Moderators from this thread. Dorcas had problems 
with my position that only the lost will attend the Great White Throne Judgment...

For the Christian to think that she/he will have to be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment shows a total lack of understanding of the entire New 
Testament.
-------------------------
My most complete response to your earlier posts, is the first post by me on the previous screen (page 5) from here.  

I'm not sure if you've had time to read it, as you have not responded to any of my points; I will not go back over that grou
nd in responding here, to my quote from you (above), for obvious reasons, therefore.

I've checked through this thread twice, completely, and can't find any post which has been removed by moderat
ors.  (Usually the moderator leaves the envelope with the post-er's name, and writes in place of the post, to show it has 
been removed.)

I did post, asking GrannieAnnie a question.  She copied the post and answered it in full in the thread called 'The Last Da
ys'.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/8/20 20:22
dorcas posted:

Quote:
-------------------------As ccchhhrrriiisss said in another post (not in this thread) it was Bro Ravenhill who told him to test everything. 
-------------------------

I thought it was interesting that you brought up that Ravenhill told him to test everything... interesting on this topic becau
se Ravenhill belived in 2 judgements.... you can hear it in the sermon Hell Has No Exits... he talks about the belivers jud
gement having Christ on the throne and the Great White Throne he belived was God sitting on the throne... I think he sai
d that about 3 mins into the sermon.. 

Re: But After this the ..., on: 2005/8/20 21:33
Galatians 3:10  
For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

The 18 other references to 'the book of the law' are in the Old Testament.  There are no references to 'books of the law'.

I may be too much of a lateral thinker, but to me, if the verses say the judgment will be 'according to their works' (of all th
ose present), there is no need to bother with the book of life, if no-one's name is in it.  Just bring the books which contain
the 'works'.  So God wants the book of life there.  This suggests He expects to find those named in it, present.

As I said in an earlier post, we learn what we are to be judged on, from scripture, and we should receive this information 
as signposting to LIFE.  
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Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/20 23:42
Hi PreachParsly...!
Quote:
-------------------------dorcas posted:
Quote:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As ccchhhrrriiisss said in another post (not in this thread) it was Bro Ravenhill who told him to test everything. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I thought it was interesting that you brought up that Ravenhill told him to test everything... interesting on this topic because Ravenhill belived in 2 judge
ments.... you can hear it in the sermon Hell Has No Exits... he talks about the belivers judgement having Christ on the throne and the Great White Thro
ne he belived was God sitting on the throne... I think he said that about 3 mins into the sermon..
-------------------------
Yes, Leonard Ravenhill explained to me the importance of testing everything.  In fact, during our visit, I spoke very fondl
y of David Wilkerson and a couple other "great" men of God.  Brother Ravenhill kindly reminded me that all of these men
are, of course, just men.  He warned me to not accept any man's word as authority regarding any matter -- including his 
own.  He reminded me that even Peter the pillar was rebuked by Paul for teaching something contrary to the truth.

Since that meeting, Brother Ravenhill's instructions have served me well.  I have heard quite a few wonderful men and w
omen of God teach and preach many things.  On occasion, their messages sometimes have contradicted one another in
matters of doctrine.  Most of the time, the matters of disagreement have concerned minor issues of doctrine.  But from ti
me to time, the matters have seemed to include major doctrinal disagreements.  

I remember hearing a recorded message from David Wilkerson that I purchased from World Challenge.  In the message,
he spoke about a fallout that he had with Keith Green shortly before he passed away.  Keith Green and David Wilkerson
were having a discussion concerning the plans of God.  During this conversation, Keith Green mentioned that God had t
old him that he was going to live to see his great grandchildren.  Brother Wilkerson told him that God doesn't even promi
se us tomorrow, let alone tell us such exact personal plans forty years in advance.  They had such a heated debate that 
they parted company that evening.  A few weeks later, Keith Green died in a plane crash. 

Such disagreements can be expected from time to time.  Even Paul disagreed with Barnabus concerning John Mark.  In 
matters of doctrine, we must first consult the Word of God.  We can consult the teachings of other men of God (including
those classic "giants of the faith") -- but with the understanding that all such men can and do make mistakes.  The only c
omplete authority we can take in all matters of doctrine and faith are what we feel the Spirit has revealed to us from the 
Word.

In this topic about judgment, there are several fine arguments and theories.  I am at a point where I lean toward one day 
of judgment where all humanity will be present, and the nations will be judged and seperated (or vice versa).  But I am q
uite open to the idea that I may be wrong.  The point is -- I have not taken a doctrinal stand where the possibility remains
that I might be wrong.  There is a danger in being too easily convinced on an issue.  We must search the Scriptures with
great earnestness and honest prayer -- like the men of Berea (Acts 17:11).  

My dad once gave me a nice piece of advice: Always listen to correction. Don't despise it when you are right.  But never 
neglect it if you are wrong.  I will continue to study this topic with great intrigue.  The important thing, though, is that we a
lready know what our verdict will be.  

 :-) 

Re: Rev.  20, on: 2005/8/21 3:56
Hi y'all,

I forgot about this thread.  Where's my head ?  ;-) 

I think Rev. 20 answers a lot of this real quick.   

Verses 4-6 talk about "The First Resurrection", which has been re-named 'the rapture' (but that's another thread somew
here's :)
But when He Comes, the antiChrist is destroyed by "the Brightness of His Appearing", the same "fire" that judges all on 

Page 51/56



Scriptures and Doctrine :: But after this the....

earth at His Coming. The tares are burnt up the wheat harvested (resurrected). Matt.13 & 25.

The tares will then await "the second death".

Then After the 1000 yr. reign of Christ on earth, Satan is loosed, (yuck), and of course, some heck breaks loose with tha
t, "then" after the Lord puts a Final End to all of that nonsense ... then those who died saved (who were saved during the
1000 yr.s) and the unsaved (dead) will be Judged ("the second death" for the unsaved).

Jesus says, enough times, in both the old and new Testaments, that He Comes "and His reward is with Him", that is at t
he 1st Resurrection.

Our works are "tried by fire", but the fire is His Appearing - the same fire that takes out antiChrist and then we'll all stand 
before His throne in Jerusalem. Matt. 25
Sheep to the right - goats to the left (judgment seat of Christ Rom 14:10, 2Co 5:10.)  

Once you're in your resurrected body, which is an instantaneous thing, you can just about say, you have your "reward", i
n that sense.  

But there will be differing levels of "reward",(that's determined at the judgment seat), as it says, we'll "rule & reign With C
hrist" for that 1000 yr.s and to me personally, the "reward" IS Christ, and the reward would be, being in any position that 
let's me be near to him. As near as possible, during that time and after. He is our reward.

There is talk from Paul, etc. about "crowns", but we throw them at His feet.  Of course  :-) .

I guess if you take all the end time verses you can find, and put them on one page, they fit together perfectly, just like a 
perfect puzzle.

I can only recommend that one start with Rev. 20 and work back from there.

P.S.  How blessed you were Chris, to have that opportunity to hear such sound council. Praise God !!

Blessings.

Annie

Re: But after this the, on: 2005/8/21 6:26

Quote:
-------------------------The only complete authority we can take in all matters of doctrine and faith are what we feel the Spirit has revealed to us from the 
Word.
-------------------------
Hi Chris,

With you all the way here and glad you responded to Preach's post, as it was more powerful coming from you, who had 
had the convo with Bro Ravenhill.  Strangely enough, I had prepared a reply including your testimony of that meeting, (th
ough of course, not nearly as complete and authoritative) which disappeared before I could post it. 

Instead, my discovery that 'the book of the law' is always singular, contributes something original to this discussion, as it
cannot account for the books (apart from the book of life) in Rev 20.
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Re: How to lose friends - Hope not !, on: 2005/8/21 7:33

Quote:
-------------------------The only complete authority we can take in all matters of doctrine and faith are what we feel the Spirit has revealed to us from the 
Word.
-------------------------

I try to never 'counter-post' Anyone, unless it's something somewhat sizable.

This is a statement, that I fear to disagree with, because of .... well, you know youse guys. Some of you folks have been 
Very kind to me on here.

So if you can forgive me if I say, this statement is not exactly right ... actually it's quite dangerous.

The Holy Spirit will "lead" you into all truth, but not by "feeling", but by 'intense' study of His Word, and leading us BY the 
Word.

The Word won't contradict itself, when trying to find out the truth on a specific "doctrine".

The trick is though, is finding every single verse on that particular topic/teaching/doctrine that pertains to it.

Then, with the Lord (His Spirit's Wisdom), "connect the dots".

Any Major Doctrine, will have virtually endless pages of Scripture to back it up, that compliment each other, and fit toget
her as a clear cut puzzle.

If that's not happening, we need to go back and pray and try again.

That's why I like all of these Bible Programs, because you can type in a word, and Up come all the verses.

Before I had to sit there with that tiny printed Strong's and then write out all the verses. Phew !

I have a sloppy saying, but it is nonetheless true.
To prove a major doctrine, you must have a Truckload of Scripture that clearly and Literally (not spiritualizing the texts) t
o prove the doctrine.

Everywhere possible, things should be read as literally as possible first. Only symbolism isn't literal, and would need oth
er Scripture to interpret the symbolism, not us ... because Only Scripture can Interpret Scripture.

That's apologetics, and not a gift, but something we're all called to do.

I pray I haven't offended here at all and you know how many times I've posted John 16:13, and that still stands also... 10
0%.

They say, proper apologetics, will normally have a "both/and" to it.

i.e.,'Both' ~ We work out our 'own' salvation ~ 'And' , (because) it is God which works in you.

Jesus was 'both' God 'and' man.

He leads and we're told to Study.

Etc. Etc.

In the case of obedience, study, etc. etc. - you'll always see the "both/and" happening. 
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As in, from our side - it's a "co-operative fellowship" between us and the Holy Spirit.

Sound Doctrine must always come from The Word, and the Holy Spirit will guide and only confirm the doctrine 'by' the W
ord, and not feelings.

Still friends  :-o ?  

With His Love,

Annie

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2005/8/21 13:15
Hi Grannie...!
Quote:
-------------------------by GrannieAnnie on 2005/8/21 6:33:14

Quote:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The only complete authority we can take in all matters of doctrine and faith are what we feel the Spirit has revealed to us from the Word.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I try to never 'counter-post' Anyone, unless it's something somewhat sizable.

This is a statement, that I fear to disagree with, because of .... well, you know youse guys. Some of you folks have been Very kind to me on here.

So if you can forgive me if I say, this statement is not exactly right ... actually it's quite dangerous.

The Holy Spirit will "lead" you into all truth, but not by "feeling", but by 'intense' study of His Word, and leading us BY the Word.
-------------------------
Thank you, Grannie!  I suppose that I should have clarified it to read, "The only complete authority we can take in all mat
ters of doctrine and faith are what we are certain that the Spirit has revealed to us from the Word."  I used the term feel i
n the sense of a contemplated persuasion, rather than an emotional impression.  I agree that it can be quite dangerous t
o be ruled by emotional feelings.  

As is the case with many topics of discussion on this board, there are many varying opinions about doctrine.  There are 
controversial threads where people have taken heated positions for and against:

- Is the "once saved/always saved" doctrine true?
- Is the King James is the only acceptable English version?
- "Tongues" and other pentecostal doctrines.
- Music - does God accept all forms of music?
- Women in ministry or leadership.
- Did Jesus go to Hell -- or just to the grave?
- Mega-churches
- Bible prophecy
- What constitutes "worldliness?"
- Marriage/Divorce
- How many judgments there are?
- etc...

Some of these topics are argued by very knowledgable men and women of God.  And quite a few take very heated posit
ions on an issue.  It is disheartening to see many believers take such a position that they believe that those who do not a
gree with their particular opinion or doctrinal stand are either lost or spiritually blind.  However, we are all pilgrims on the 
same journey through "the wilderness of this world" (thank you, John Bunyan).  Such disagreements on matters of doctri
ne are to be expected.  Unfortunately, there are many christians that treat other believers harshly because of such differ
ences of opinions.  

I have noticed that, as I have grown, some of those "doctrinal stands" that I have taken were wrong.  Of course, at the ti
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me, I was certain about what I believed.  I could even argue with the best of them!  I defended my beliefs with great tena
city.  But over time, I was able to see "holes" in my beliefs that made me question my own doctrinal stands on some issu
es.  Of course, this was never concerning completely clear doctrinal issues from the Word (such as baptism, the attone
ment, etc...).  In my opinion, believers should be patient with one another -- offering differences of opinions in matters of 
doctrine quite gently.  But far too often, believers blame God for their beliefs -- claiming that the Spirit led them to their d
octrinal position on even the tiniest matter of doctrine.  As a result, such believers can often be quite mean when arguing
for or defending their position.  Over time, these believers sometimes find that their position on an issue was not quite as
firm as they once believed.  

A friend told me once about an experience he had.  He was speaking with a christian leader about some issues in our lo
cal church.  Several times, my very sincere friend told this leader, "God told me this..."  The minister kindly asked him, "
Did God tell you that -- or did you just figure it out?"  My friend was floored!  He realized that we often mistake our ability 
to "figure things out" from the Word (or from what we are taught) with being "led by the Spirit."  Too often, people blame t
heir beliefs on God, when it is that they are just figuring things out on their own with information that they gathered or we
re taught.

 :-) 

p.s. - Grannie -- we are not just friends -- we are brethren!
I greatly cherish your words and spiritual experience!
Thank you for sharing -- it is such a blessing!

Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2005/8/21 13:55

Quote:
-------------------------It is disheartening to see many believers take such a position that they believe that those who do not agree with their particular opini
on or doctrinal stand are either lost or spiritually blind...In my opinion, believers should be patient with one another -- offering differences of opinions in 
matters of doctrine quite gently. But far too often, believers blame God for their beliefs.
-------------------------

I appreciate the persepctive of this statement.  How much do we really know about the Lord? The vision of Christ reveal
ed in scripture is but a glorious keyhole shining light into our darkness... On that fearful and joyous day when we see Hi
m as He really is in unimaginable radiance...all of our precious opinions will seems like straw. Why else would we be ask
ed to come to Him as a child if not to be simple and trusting instead of all-knowing and correct?

Re: But after this the ...., on: 2005/8/21 14:03

Quote:
-------------------------The vision of Christ revealed in scripture is but a glorious keyhole shining light into our darkness... On that fearful and joyous day w
hen we see Him as He really is in unimaginable radiance...all of our precious opinions will seems like straw.
-------------------------
Brother, you sure know how to harness words.  This is what I'd call perspective.  Wow!     8-) 

Re:, on: 2005/8/21 17:59
Hia Chris,

           I sorta "knew you knew".
But for the appearance and other's possibly...  Well, I just wanted to help, if I could, to clarify a little.

When folks are saved, for let's say 5 to 10 yr.s, and they can't show you enough Scripture to back up what they believe
or prove a TRUE Doctrine of the Church, it could appear in that case, that they have Not "studied" and "searched out"
His Word. 

Somehow, "obtaining what they DO believe, by some other method, other than study."
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That's why I used the word apologetics, because we all should be able to define, "Scripturally" exactly 'Why' we believe,
whatever we believe.

I've seen so many answer, "well, I just think ... "  or "I've been 'led' to believe" - or - "So & so says", and on and on it
goes.

I guess more than anything, I was trying to cover all bases in just that one post.

I've seen "spiritualizing" of verses...  Verses that never were intended to be. 

 Or 'ideas' gleaned from the Bible, extended out from the mind, into all sorts of spiritualizing "mind pretzels".

This is when JUST 'the Mind' is in charge of matters, when as said, His word is 'spiritually discerned'. 
~ 'All mind' and not the aid of His Spirit of Truth is JUST as dangerous as "all 'spirit' and no mind/effort at all".
Both are dangerous.

But to say, "We can't know", is not a good place to stand ... at least not for long.

We MUST know.

First because we are commanded to and secondly it can mean the future 'life or death' of us, when all heck breaks loose
and deception is so rampant, even now.

Some doctrines (which only means "teachings") are & may be "critical" to us getting through to the end.

And true-truth, Can be proved. 
 That is why we all believe in 'Absolutes' or 'absolute truth'.

If John 16:13 & others, didn't say "ALL" truth, than we could have excuse to "Not Know".

Though we "know in part" on 'some' things, we still should KNOW what we believe and be able to give the defense Scrip
turally, because we've been faithful to Study it out, with prayer.

With the last days upon us, I fear it's time more than ever, to really hunker-down and Know what we believe and why, by
seeking God & His Word ... and maybe soon.

Love you all.

Annie
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