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Conditions of Power - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2005/9/23 11:53
I read this article recently in  (http://www.charityministries.org/theremnant/index.cfm) The Heartbeat of the Remnant mag
azine, it's very good, just thought I would pass it along here.

Originally "Conditions of Power"
from The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life
by Evan H. Hopkins

Power belongeth unto God... Psalm 62:2
Christ the power of God... 1 Corinthians 1:24

The essential condition of spiritual power is union with Christ. The power of which we speak is power for practical godlin
ess, personal holiness, and effective service. This power is not from ourselves. It is not something lying dormant within u
s, something that has been covered up, and only needs to be liberated, set free. It is Divine power

Originally God put power into the hands of man, but he lost it at the fall. Now God has put power in Christ. There it is, for
all the members of His body, but we can only have it when we are in vital union with Him. Look, as an illustration, at a m
an whose arm is withered. There is union between the hand and the body; but for all practical purposes there is no powe
r for action or service. Here then we have a figure of the condition of things between many a believer and the Source of 
all power&#8212;union and yet no strength.

The great hindrance&#8212;that which lies at the root of every other&#8212;is unbelief. We limit God by our unbelief. Th
e avenues of our being which bring us in contact with Christ may become contracted, and the vessel into which the pow
er is to flow may have been reduced to a very small capacity, all through the chilling influences of unbelief. If we are to b
e filled with the power of God, our faith must grow. Whatever increases our faith will increase our capacity, will open the 
avenues of our being to God, and the power will flow in.

But instead of looking at power in the abstract, instead of regarding it as a quality we can have from God and apart from 
Him, it will help us to understand the conditions of its manifestation if we think of it as inseparable from the Lord Himself. 
&#8220;For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those wh
ose heart is loyal (perfect) to Him&#8221; (2 Chron. xvi. 9). Instead of recognizing the truth that I am weak and God is to
show Himself strong in me, I may be expecting to see myself made strong. I may be looking for an experience of power i
n myself, rather than for a manifestation of Divine power in me. He will show Himself strong on behalf of him whose hear
t is perfect towards Him.

The conditions of power then is to have a perfect heart towards God. What are we to understand by a perfect heart?

Looking at the word in the original we observe first that it means a heart at peace with God.

The great work of peace is accepted. &#8220;You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You&#8221; 
(Isa. xxvi. 3). A heart perfect towards God is a heart that rests on Christ&#8217;s atoning work. The words &#8220;perfe
ct peace,&#8221; or &#8220;peace, peace,&#8221; include the thought of recompense, thus bringing out the idea of ato
nement, or the work of peace. The word &#8220;perfect&#8221; in 2 Chronicles 26:9 is also rendered &#8220;peaceabl
e&#8221; (Gen. 34:21 shalem). For when the heart rests on the work of peace, Divine all sufficient, and completed once
for all, it is not only privileged to be at peace with God, but to have the peace of God; it may know, not only the peace of 
justification, but the peace of sanctification. A heart perfect towards God then is a heart against which no charge can be l
aid, which is justified from all things, and also in which there is no longer any controversy with God. The Spirit dwells in s
uch a one, not as a Reprover, but as a Comforter. Another thought is suggested by the word perfect in that passage in C
hronicles.

A &#8220;perfect&#8221; heart is a heart wholly yielded to God. We read, &#8220;You shall build with whole stones the
altar of the Lord your God&#8221; (Deut. 27: 6. See also Joshua 8:31). Here we have the same word rendered &#8220;
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whole.&#8221; A perfect heart is a whole heart. Wholeness is one of the primary meanings of holiness. Holiness of hear
t is wholeness of heart. &#8220;My son, give Me your heart&#8221; (Prov. 23: 26). A perfect heart is a heart that has re
sponded to that appeal. It gives itself up without reserve. It lays itself wholly on the altar of consecration and that altar is 
Christ. The altar consecrates the gift. For &#8220;every devoted thing is most holy unto the Lord&#8221; (Lev. 27:28).

But the same word has another rendering. Concerning Solomon&#8217;s temple it is written, &#8220;And the temple, w
hen it was being built, was built with stone finished at the quarry&#8221; (1 Kings 6:7). The word perfect is here rendere
d &#8220;finished.&#8221; The stones were all prepared and made fit for the builder, they were ready for his use. A perf
ect heart is therefore a heart in a state of preparedness. It is &#8220;meet for the Master&#8217;s use, and prepared un
to every good work&#8221; (2 Tim. 2:21). It is &#8220;a heart at leisure from itself.&#8221; Not absorbed in its own care
s or spiritual difficulties, but being at rest and consecrated to God, it is free to devote itself to His service. As soon as the 
opportunity presents itself it is ready to embrace it. No time is lost in getting ready. Like an instrument always in tune, su
ch a one is at once prepared to be used by the Master whenever He pleases.

How many spend their time in the work of preparing their hearts, as if their own sanctification were the great end of their 
calling!

The carpenter sharpens his tools for the work he has to do; but the sharpening of the tools is not the end, but only the m
eans to the end he has in view. So, getting our hearts right with God, is only the means towards the accomplishment of t
he great purposes for which we have been rendered.

When the artisan who is engaged in some elaborate piece of workmanship requiring the highest skill, the most delicate a
rt, and the best of instruments, lays his hand on a tool and then finds that it has lost its edge, he at once lays it down, an
d takes up another that is ready for use. He puts forth his power through those instruments that are perfect or &#8220;m
ade ready&#8221;; only such is he able to use in his work.

How many of God&#8217;s children is He obliged to prepare, by severe discipline it may be, before they are meet for Hi
s use! How much of pride and self-will and carnal energy have to be taken out of us, before we are really fit to be used in
His service! It is not from lack of power&#8212;power belongs unto God, and there is no lack of power in Him&#8212;bu
t from a want of being right towards Him, a want of this perfection of heart of which the word of God so often speaks, tha
t we know so little of the manifestation of power in ourselves. He is ready and waiting to &#8220;show Himself strong on
behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.&#8221;

Once more we read concerning David&#8217;s mighty men that &#8220;they came with perfect heart to make David kin
g over all Israel&#8221; (1 Chron. 12:38). There was thorough integrity of heart in the matter. There were no mixed moti
ves, no lack of sincerity. It is a true heart, sincere as the apostle desired on behalf of the Philippians, &#8220;that you m
ay be sincere,&#8221; that is, &#8220;judged in the sunlight and found genuine.&#8221; It is thorough in its aim and int
ention&#8212;&#8221;perfect towards God.&#8221; It describes an attitude rather than an attainment.

Such a heart does not shrink from Divine searching. It willingly yields itself to the penetrating, purifying and consuming p
ower of God&#8217;s holy fire. Such a heart is loyal towards the Lord; its desire is that Christ should be king over the w
hole being.

Let this condition of soul be brought about, and there will be no lack of power. God Himself will make perfect His strengt
h in our weakness.

How often we have said, &#8220;Yours is the power,&#8221; but how little have we entered into the deep meaning of th
ose words! Too often we have had our minds occupied with the thought, &#8220;Oh that mine were the power!&#8221; 
But to have His strength we must have Himself. It is not that He will show that I am strong. I am ever to be learning my o
wn weakness&#8212;that I am weakness itself. But it is that His strength may overshadow me as a tent. Such is the me
aning of the words, &#8220;That the power of Christ might rest upon me&#8221; (2 Cor. 12:9).

When God is about to manifest His power through His children, it is thus that He leads them. He brings them into this co
ndition of heart&#8212;a condition in which there is no longer any controversy with Him, in which every part of their bein
g is voluntarily yielded to Him, in which the heart is entirely at His disposal and maintained in an attitude of loyalty toward
s Him. There is then no hindrance in the instrument to the manifestation of His power. The channel is then open, and fre
e from all obstruction to the flowing forth of His fullness. There will then be a manifestation of Divine power in all directio
ns.
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Conquering Power 

The very first enemy that must be conquered, if we would lead triumphant lives, is Self. The only power that can conquer
Self is the power of God. We get the benefit of that power by submitting to it&#8212;getting under it. To know what it is t
o be led forth in triumph by Christ you must first become His captive. He is always going forth as the conqueror, and ther
e are no conquerors but those who are included in His train, who are conquering because they are conquered by Christ. 
Have you noticed the reason which the Centurion gave why his words commanded obedience? He did not say, &#8220;
Because I am a man having authority&#8221;&#8212;but &#8220;because I am a man under authority.&#8221; And the
greatness of his faith consisted in this, that he recognized Christ&#8217;s relationship to the God of heaven. &#8220;I al
so am a man under authority.&#8221; Christ&#8217;s word was power because He was under Divine authority. The cen
turion recognized Christ&#8217;s relationship to Divine Omnipotence. He thought that just as all the power of Rome was
behind him, and he had but to speak and it was done, so all the power of heaven was behind the Man Christ Jesus, and 
He had but to speak the word only, and his servant would be healed.

Here is the secret of reigning over sin. We must be under Divine control; we must know what it is fully to submit to it. &#
8220;Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God.&#8221;

Sustaining Power

Some there are of God&#8217;s children who seem to be always struggling to keep themselves up. You see a man in th
e water. In terror of sinking he begins to struggle, and soon he finds that his struggling is vain, as, in spite of all his effort
s, he sinks. But there is power in that very water to keep him afloat. Faith it is true, is needed, and certain conditions mu
st be fulfilled. One is, that he must cease from struggling. Let him cast himself on the water, and cease from trying to kee
p himself from sinking; let him trust the water to bear him up, and instead of sinking he floats! 

So it is in finding the power that keeps us spiritually from falling. We must be ready and willing to abandon ourselves to 
His almighty keeping. The responsibility of keeping us from falling is His; the responsibility of trusting Him to keep us is o
urs.

Protecting Power

We need this on every hand. Not only over us and under us, but on all sides&#8212;encircling us: &#8220;who are bein
g guarded in the power of God.&#8221; Christ, who is the power of God, is the fortress in which the trusting soul is garri
soned. Let the enemy find you thus entrenched, and he will be met by a power which is not yours but God&#8217;s; he 
cannot touch you. &#8220;We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps 
himself, and the wicked one does not touch him&#8221; (1 John v. 18).

Transforming Power

The power of God is to fill us. When the tabernacle was finished, then God&#8217;s presence filled it. &#8220;So Mose
s finished the work. Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. An
d Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the L
ord filled the tabernacle&#8221; (Exod. 40:33&;35). When we who are the temples of the living God lose the glory we lo
se the power. God transforms us by filling us. &#8220;That you might be filled with all the fullness of God&#8221; is the 
blessing the apostle sought on behalf of the Ephesians converts.

Overcoming Power

Power, that is, for service, for aggressive work, and for suffering. It is the remark of an able preacher that &#8220;the Ch
urch has in it a power that is ever adequate to the conquest of the world&#8221;. This is true, because it is God Himself 
who is in the Church. God has says &#8220;I will dwell in them And walk in them&#8221; (2 Cor. 6:16).

It is not therefore a question of the impartation of the gift of faith; it is a question of the exercise of the faith they already 
possess. How is faith to be increased and strengthened? There are three things which our faith needs: freedom, food, a
nd activity.

Faith Means Freedom
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It is thoroughness that liberates faith. When we are brought to give ourselves wholly to the Lord, then it is that our faith is
set free. If our eye is not single our faith will be crippled, hampered. &#8220;How can you believe, who receive honor fro
m one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?&#8221; The want of the single eye was that w
hich made faith impossible.

&#8220;I feel I cannot trust Him,&#8221; says one. Why not? Is He not trustworthy? &#8220;Oh, yes; but I feel somethin
g holding me back.&#8221; Is it anything like that to which David referred when he said, &#8220;If I regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me&#8221;? (Ps. lxvi. 18). Is there a suspicion that something is withheld? Is there any dou
btful thing that you are afraid to bring into the light in order to have God&#8217;s judgment about it? It is not by trying to 
believe that faith gets strengthened, but by removing the fetters that keep it bound.

Faith Needs Food

The word of God is the food of faith. In order to trust, faith must have something to trust to, a Person to trust in. The Scri
ptures are the warrant of faith. If faith is not always occupied with this infallible warrant, it will grow weak and feeble. Fait
h may be suffering from starvation. Our thoughts may turn upon ourselves, we may be occupied with our own activity, wi
th our own act of believing, rather than with the word of God. But it is only as faith grasps the truth of the Scripture, or th
e facts that the Scripture reveals, that it gets strengthened.

Faith Needs Exercise

All faith is given to be used. We do not know whether we have it at all until we are using it. This comes out in obedience;
for what is obedience but faith in action? Faith must carry out into practice that which it believes.

Re: Conditions of Power - posted by rocklife (), on: 2005/9/23 13:27
God is good

Re: Conditions of Power, on: 2005/9/28 2:12
This was very good.

'Thank you' for posting it and the Site.

Re: Conditions of Power - posted by crsschk (), on: 2005/9/28 9:27
Thanks Ron
Quote:
-------------------------Such a heart does not shrink from Divine searching. It willingly yields itself to the penetrating, purifying and consuming power of Go
dÂ’s holy fire. Such a heart is loyal towards the Lord; its desire is that Christ should be king over the whole being.
-------------------------
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