Revivals And Church History :: The fullness of the Spirit

The fullness of the Spirit - posted by ReviveUsLord, on: 2005/12/3 13:28
Verses to read: John 3:3-8, 1 Cor. 3:16, 1 Cor. 6:19; Rom. 8:9-16
Â…there is a difference between the believer Â“havingÂ” the Holy Spirit and being Â“filledÂ” with the Spirit.
And let me say that it is not a question of our getting more of the Holy Spirit, but rather of the Holy Spirit getting more of
us. We allow Him to occupy one or two of the rooms, but we do not hand over every key and give Him access to every p
art. He must possess all for He is not the guest but the Head of the home.
There is nothing we need so much for our churches and homes, nothing so important for our missionaries and Christian
workers, nothing that will count so much in our service for Christ, as the fullness of the Holy Spirit. In fact, God will hold u
s responsible for the souls we might have won, the work we might have accomplished, had we lived Spirit-filled lives.
GodÂ’s Plan
GodÂ’s plan is that every one should live a Spirit-filled life from the very moment of conversion, but practically no one do
es. Perhaps it is lack of teaching. I do not know. There seems to be a seventh chapter of Romans in every life. It is not G
odÂ’s will that any child of His should ever backslide. Nevertheless there are many backsliders. Hence, when they return
to the Lord there is a second definite crisis in their lives. Thank God for the provision, the possibility of restoration. But o
h, that they had never wandered away!
That is why I say that if people are not taught about the Spirit-filled life and led into it immediately after conversion, but a
re allowed to wander away, there will consequently be a second great crisis experience whenever it is revealed to them
and accepted.
Hence, if you did not receive Him in His fullness at conversion, if there have been years of sin and failure, if you realize
now that you are working in the energy of the flesh and not in the fullness of the Spirit, then it is your privilege to meet th
e conditions and experience His indwelling.
Such was the sad record of Israel. For forty years they wandered in the wilderness, though they could have gone straig
ht through to the promised land in eleven days. Hence the experience of crossing the Jordan came nearly half a century
after the first great crisis when they crossed the Red Sea. The wilderness with all its defeat and failure was left behind a
nd the promised land entered, where victory and rest took the place of discouragement, murmuring, failure and defeat.
It was so with Jacob. In his vision of the ladder his life was given to God. Many years later, however, on that never-to be
-forgotten night when there wrestled with him an angel of the Lord, he made a complete and full surrender, said an etern
al Â“yesÂ”, and was wholly yielded to God. There was nothing to hinder him from walking with God from the night he sa
w the ladder vision, but he yielded to self for so many years after, that the great crisis did not come until his return journe
y.
If your life has been a life like JacobÂ’s, useless to God and disappointing to yourself, if you have not gone right through
from the beginning and lived wholly for your Lord, if you are still unsatisfied, let me tell you that you may come now, mee
t the conditions and know the fullness of the Spirit. It was definite in the experience of the Israelites. Never would they fo
rget the crossing of the Jordan. A pile of stones in the bed of the river and another on the bank proclaimed to the future
generations the great national crisis. In the morning they were on one side, at night on the other. During the day, that on
e never-to-be-forgotten day, they had crossed clean over.
Leave then the old life and enter the new. You should have done it at conversion. It ought to have happened long ago.
God did not intend you to wander for years out of His will. But, praise His name, He is ready even now to fill you the mo
ment you meet the conditions. The Spirit has been given. He will not keep you waiting if you are ready. The fullness of th
e Spirit is the normal Christian life that God intended you should live.
The fullness of the Spirit will answer all your questions and settle all your problems about worldly amusements. Never a
gain will you have to ask, Â“Is it right to go here? Is it wrong to go there? May I attend the theatre? What harm is there in
the dance? May I play cards?Â” You will be so filled with Him that you will not want the world. It will be the expulsive pow
er of a new affection. The new will expel the old. You will find you greatest delight in GodÂ’s service, and you will discov
er that you are miserable and unhappy in the world.

**Taken from "the Enduement of Power" from Oswald J. Smith, ch.3 'the fullness of the Spirit'**
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Re: The fullness of the Spirit, on: 2007/5/9 18:07
Quote:
------------------------ReviveUsLord wrote:
Â…there is a difference between the believer Â“havingÂ” the Holy Spirit and being Â“filledÂ” with the Spirit.
And let me say that it is not a question of our getting more of the Holy Spirit, but rather of the Holy Spirit getting more of us. We allow Him to occupy on
e or two of the rooms, but we do not hand over every key and give Him access to every part. He must possess all for He is not the guest but the Head
of the home.
-------------------------

Quote:
------------------------- The fullness of the Spirit will answer all your questions and settle all your problems about worldly amusements. Never ag
ain will you have to ask, Â“Is it right to go here? Is it wrong to go there? May I attend the theatre? What harm is there in the dance? May I pl
ay cards?Â” You will be so filled with Him that you will not want the world. It will be the expulsive power of a new affection. The new will exp
el the old. You will find you greatest delight in GodÂ’s service, and you will discover that you are miserable and unhappy in the world.
-------------------------

The fullness of the Spirit...will settle all your problems about worldly amusements...
That last paragraph really stuck out to me. If we are filled with the Spirit we won't even desire this world and it's fleshly d
esires. So if the desire is there perhaps we would do well to stop and examine our hearts and see if we are indeed filled
with the Spirit and controlled by Him (Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 5:16).

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/5/9 18:21
Roniya said:

Quote:
-------------------------That last paragraph really stuck out to me. If we are filled with the Spirit we won't even desire this world and it's fleshly desires. So if
the desire is there perhaps we would do well to stop and examine our hearts and see if we are indeed filled with the Spirit and controlled by Him (Ephe
sians 5:18; Galatians 5:16).
-------------------------

Yes, i have been struggling with these for some time. I want to not desire wordly amusments, but there seems to be one
area i can't kick. By God's grace, im not at all interested in the world's films or music and tv programs, but i can't seem to
kick sport (i mean following and watching it). I have tried to some success for certain periods, but in this world i find it har
d to escape it, and sadly it still has such an attraction to me. But if i was filled with the Spirit, i wouldnt have such a strug
gle with it would i?
So what comes first? Must we give up these things first to 'meet the conditions' before we can be filled or if we seek Him
for it will He fill us so that we do not desire these things any longer?
Re: The fullness of the Spirit, on: 2007/5/10 7:57
Here4Him asked
Quote:
-------------------------So what comes first? Must we give up these things first to 'meet the conditions' before we can be filled or if we seek Him for it will H
e fill us so that we do not desire these things any longer?
-------------------------

What is the Lord requiring of you?
I have followed sport in a general way for many many years, but I would not stay home to watch a game, pay money to
watch a game, or listen to an interview instead of time with the Lord or serving the Lord. So, I'd say you have to be willin
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g never to see or hear another thing about sport, if it would prevent you from doing God's will on that particular (and ever
y following) day.
You have to see sport in the light of eternity, when the vast majority of those who have allowed sport to usurp the place
of God in their lives, will have no answer for God on the Day of Judgment.... When those who have encouraged this opia
te-from-truth upon the masses, will have to account for their part in keeping people from knowing God.
It is evident that God has His sportsmen. I don't mean just modern Christians, but those who were excellent in their day
- 'and Asahel was as light of foot as a wild roe.' 2 Sam 2 But that is one of the saddest stories in the Bible.

You will know if you have got the balance right when God is not suffering from lack of your attention, due to the time you
give to the reasonable pursuit of natural interests. But remember, the whole 'Mount Olympus' thing, is the root of 'sport'
and definitely has the potential to be a real bondage to your soul.

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/5/10 9:58
Quote:
-------------------------the whole 'Mount Olympus' thing, is the root of 'sport' and definitely has the potential to be a real bondage to your soul.
-------------------------

It is a bondage, my friends tell me i dont have to forsake sport all together. People say 'well how will you relate to your y
oung people?' but it almost feels like i would have to go out of the world to get away from the lure of sport. I pray to see it
from an eternal perspective, and it is no longer my god, but it is a rival for my thoughts, zeal, excitment and affections, a
nd in my spirit i know that it is wrong
Re: The fullness of the Spirit, on: 2007/5/12 17:02
Here4Him said
Quote:
-------------------------It is a bondage
-------------------------

Then, brother, you must take dealing with it extremely seriously.
If you do, you will be extremely blessed as a consequence.
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