
General Topics :: Rebuke vs. Sit back?

Rebuke vs. Sit back? - posted by groh_frog, on: 2005/12/12 11:12
Alright, where do you draw the line between rebuking another believer vs. not?  I'm referring to idleness, living in Sin, etc
.  How do you draw the line between it's right to rebuke a person, and when you just try to be an example?

This dilemma comes from a modern-day interpretation of "love".  Many churches are confortable being lukewarm, and sit
back doing such without rebuke becasue of a definition of love being "don't offend".  What's the responsibility of a believ
er in rebuking/correcting?  How do you "lay down the law" in love?

Grace and Peace...

Re: Rebuke vs. Sit back? - posted by RobertW (), on: 2005/12/12 11:33
Hi groh frog,

I think the place to begin would be with clear 'vision.' What I mean here is a spiritual attitude. Consider Matthew 7:3-5;

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye. Or
how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of
thy brother's eye. 

There are times when we have ceased to be humble because we have walked for a time in our definition of 'victory' over
sin and can become very critical of others who have not yet attained to this 'level' (so-called). We can begin to think of
ourselves more highly than we ought and begin looking with criticism of others 'motes' when we have a 'beam' of pride.
God hates a haughty spirit. The problem is, pride is one of those sins that few realize plagues them. 

When you look at others folks sins and it does not break your heart you are of the wrong spirit in most cases. The devil c
an preach repentance. So the question become, what is the origin of my frustration? Is it of God or is it earthly+sensual+
demonic?

Consider James 3:

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good f
ruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace

You will notice in here the three requirements from Micah 6 that God doth require:

1) do justice
2) love mercy
3) walk humbly before God

If you can balance those three things you are on your way to being where you need to be to deal with this. 
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Re: Rebuke vs. Sit back? - posted by tacklebox (), on: 2005/12/12 11:35
There is no all-aplicable rule given dealing with this issue, for the context of the situation governs what you do about it. If
you go around rebuking all the time for every reason, you are not heading the words of Christ when He warned not to
uproot the tares for fear of doing the same to wheat.
I think Jude 22-23 sheds some light:

"And of some have compassion, making a difference:
And others save with fear, pulling  out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh."

The hard part is knowing whether to be compassionate or yank them out of hellfire. I think the context of urgency is conv
eyed.

Most importantly, we should make sure that our testimony is unspotted before any rebuke should take place, for not only
will God hold you to the same standard you judge others, but they will, too. Strive to be like Job and be perfect and uprig
ht, one who fears the Lord and cast away evil (Job 1:1) Then they'll respect your rebuke and know it's from the Lord and 
not some dramatic display of emotional fireworks.
 

Re: - posted by habakkuk3 (), on: 2005/12/12 11:55
I'm reading a book online by John Wesley and thought this fit.

Quote:
------------------------- "But what can real Christians do? Why, if they would act worthy of themselves, they should, (1.) Pray that every deluded soul may 
be delivered; (2.) Endeavour to reclaim them in the spirit of meekness; and, Lastly, take the utmost care, both by prayer and watchfulness, that the del
usion of others may not lessen their zeal in seeking after that universal holiness of soul, body, and spirit, `without which no man shall see the Lord.' 
-------------------------
  I would first pray and seek what the Holy Spirit would have you say, if anything.  He will guide you.  Once true intercess
ion starts, he will start dealing with your own heart (that's what I'm discovering) by dealing with any logs in our own own 
eyes (as Brother Robert stated).  Then as you walk in the Spirit, he may have you rebuke one of your friends.

I've experienced this type of rebuke and knew it came from the Holy Spirit but I've also experienced the rebuke in the fle
sh, which is destructive.  A fleshly rebuke will mean nothing even if you're doctrinally correct.  Your words will simply fall 
to the ground.

Blessings to you.  It's not up to you to fix someone else, that's a work of the Holy Spirit but there is a place for rebuke but
I wouldn't do it unless I've spent a considerable amount of time in the prayer closet and am confident of what the Holy S
pirit is saying to me.

Here's a verse from Proverbs that came to mind as I was typing this.  Proverbs 9:8 "Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate t
hee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee." 

Re: - posted by shibu (), on: 2005/12/12 12:10
What Happens to the Church When Preachers No Longer Preach Against Sin by David Wilkerson, January 17, 200
5

You're probably familiar with the story of King David and his adulterous, one-time affair with Bathsheba. The incident res
ulted in Bathsheba's pregnancy. And as soon as she discovered her condition, she sent a note to David, saying, "I'm wit
h child."

When David read the note, he panicked. His reputation as a godly, upright man was in jeopardy. Here was a man who h
ad written more than 3,000 Psalms and spiritual songs. He had been God's instrument in slaying Israel's enemies. And h
e'd illustrated to the world what it meant to have a great heart for God.

Yet now, in his panicked state, David thought not only of his own reputation, but of the Lord's. If his sin were exposed, it 
would be connected to God's name. Visions of a huge scandal flooded his mind. So David conceived a plan to cover up 
his affair with Bathsheba. And he set it into motion by sending a message to Joab, the general of his
army. The message said, "Send me Uriah the Hittite" (2 Samuel 11:6).
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Now, Uriah was Bathsheba's husband, and was an infantryman in Israel's army. Evidently, Uriah was part of an elite det
achment of soldiers, because Scripture lists him as one of David's thirty-seven strongest men (see 23:39). When Joab re
ceived David's message, he must have been suspicious. He knew David's heart, including his lustful tendencies.
Nevertheless, the general instructed Uriah to go to Jerusalem, to find out what David had to say.

When Uriah arrived, David received him at his royal residence and immediately engaged him in military conversation. H
e asked, "How is the war going? And how is your general doing? Are your fellow warriors getting along?" Uriah had to w
onder, "What's this all about? I'm just an infantryman. I haven't done anything to merit this kind of attention." Or, he also 
might have been suspicious. He could have heard gossip about the affair (although Scripture doesn't state whether this 
was public knowledge).

The truth is, Uriah was being set up by David. The king thought his problem would be solved if he could just get Uriah int
o Bathsheba's bed for a night. Then Uriah would think he had caused his wife's pregnancy. David said to him, "You've fo
ught a long battle, and you must be weary. Why don't you go home and rest tonight? I'll send over some special food for 
you to enjoy." But when Uriah left, he didn't go home. Instead, he slept in the guardhouse outside the palace. When Davi
d learned about it the next day, he called Uriah back in and asked, "Why didn't you go to your wife last night?"

Uriah replied, "My lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine hous
e, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing" (2 Samuel 11:
11). Uriah could think only of his fellow soldiers. His loyalty must have heaped hot coals on David's head.

Now the king's panic grew. He quickly ordered Uriah to stay in Jerusalem one more night. Then he set into motion anoth
er plan. That evening, he would invite Uriah to his table for dinner, ply him with lots of wine and get him drunk. If Uriah's 
wits left him, he would forget about his fellow soldiers and want to sleep with his wife.

Can you imagine this godly king, a preacher of righteousness, trying to get one of his faithful soldiers drunk? That's exac
tly what David did. And the plan worked: Uriah did get drunk. David instructed the palace guards, "Take this man home a
nd carry him to his bed." But again, Scripture says, "At even (Uriah) went out to lie on his bed
with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house" (11:13).

At this point, David's panic grew beyond control. He knew he had to take drastic action. So he wrote a letter to Joab, co
mmanding him to put Uriah on the front line of the hottest battle. Then, when the enemy surged, Joab was to pull back al
l his troops except Uriah. In short, David wanted Uriah killed.

David handed the sealed letter to Uriah, with instructions to give it to Joab. The loyal Uriah didn't know it, but his comma
nder-in-chief had just handed him his own death warrant. When Joab read the letter, he saw through David's scheme. Y
et he obeyed the king's order anyway. He sent Uriah on a suicide mission. And, just as David had planned, the soldier w
as killed in battle.

It's hard to conceive that a godly, righteous man like David could fall into such awful sin. Even today, with all the news re
ports of rape, violence and murder, David's story stands out as one of the worst falls any leader has ever taken. Why? It 
happened to a man of God, someone who was passionate for righteousness.

You probably remember what happened next: Bathsheba mourned her husband's death for seven days, according to th
e law. Then David brought her into the palace, where she joined his harem of wives (he already had five). Eventually, Ba
thsheba gave birth to David's baby. And for an entire year after the murder, David showed no sign of repentance for his 
acts. In fact, he justified Uriah's death to Joab, saying Uriah had died by the fortunes of war: "The sword devoureth one 
as well as another" (11:25).

David may have taken his sin lightly, but God didn't. Scripture says, "The thing that David had done displeased the Lord"
(11:27).

Thank God, David had a pastor who didn't fear man.

Nathan the prophet was David's pastor. And he wasn't afraid to expose the sin of his flock, including the king's own sin. I
see Nathan as a type of godly shepherd who weeps over the sin in his congregation. It must have grieved him deeply th
at David, a man whom everyone looked to as godly and righteous, was covering up sin.
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Nathan knew all that David had done, because the Holy Spirit had revealed it to him. The supposedly righteous king had
broken three holy commandments: He'd coveted another man's wife and stolen her from him. He'd committed adultery w
ith her. And he'd committed murder to cover it all up. How did Nathan handle the situation? How did this preacher of holi
ness reprove someone who was covering a horrible sin?

Many young ministers have asked me similar questions: "How can I deal with sin in my congregation? So many couples 
are divorcing, and others are living in adultery. I know I have a responsibility to preach God's holiness to them. But I don'
t want to drive anyone out of the church, either."

My answer to these young preachers is always the same: "Your congregation will listen to anything you have to say, if y
ou say it through tears. You can't beat them over the head with your message. They have to know your heart is broken. 
Try to bring them to repentance by preaching God's grace. Yes, his Word is a two-edged sword. But you have to wield it 
wearing velvet gloves."

Of course, this isn't the attitude of every preacher. I regularly receive letters from Christians who say, "You have to hear 
Reverend So-and-so preach. He comes down hard on sin." Yet, much of the time, these preachers' sermon tapes are no
thing but angry tirades against outward things. Their messages rarely include God's mercy or grace. Instead, they lay he
avy burdens on their sheep, yet never lift a finger to relieve them.

I believe Nathan provides us with a wonderful example of how a godly minister exposes sin. He didn't storm into David's 
presence, his arms flailing and voice thundering. He didn't gleefully point a bony finger in David's face and cry, "You're th
e guilty one!" No, he delivered God's awesome, sin-revealing message with great wisdom, persuasive power and tender 
mercy. And he used a parable to do it.

Nathan told David: "A poor man had only one little lamb. It was the household pet, and was loved just like a member of t
he family. This lamb would lie in everyone's lap, wanting to be petted. So the man raised it and fed it just as he would on
e of his children. Now, the poor man had a wealthy neighbor who owned many herds. One day, the wealthy man was en
tertaining a visitor. When dinnertime came, he sent his servant out to slay a lamb. Yet he told the servant not to take a la
mb from his own vast herds, but instead to steal his neighbor's lamb, then kill it, dress it and serve it to the visitor."

When David heard this, he went ballistic. He told Nathan, "That wealthy man is as good as dead!" "As the Lord liveth, th
e man that hath done this thing shall surely die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and be
cause he had no pity" (2 Samuel 12:5-6).

At this point, Nathan must have had tears in his eyes. Trembling, he said to David, "Thou art the man...thou hast despise
d the commandment of the Lord...thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife" 
(12:7, 9).

Nathan was saying, "David, don't you understand? I'm telling your story. You had five wives, yet you stole the only wife o
f another man. You had no pity on him. You sent him out to battle to be killed, so you could have his lamb. You've beco
me an adulterer, a murderer, a thief. You've taken God's Word lightly." Nathan exposed every detail of David's sin. But h
e didn't do it in a fury. Rather, he simply spoke to the king: "Nathan said to David" (12:7, emphasis mine).

That's the moment it all hit David, and he broke. As we read David's writings from this time, we see the cry of a broken h
eart: "My bones are weak. I can't sleep. Every night I cover my pillow with tears." The Holy Spirit had been hounding Da
vid, speaking to his heart, urging him to repent. He couldn't escape God's merciful hounding.

As I read and reread this account, the Holy Spirit wouldn't let me go on until he showed me a powerful truth.

After studying this passage at length, I began to cry out to God: "Oh, Lord, will you be as merciful to me as you were to 
David? Will you send me a powerful, sin-exposing word, as you sent to him? Please, God, if I ever slip into compromise,
put me under the godly reproof of a prophet who isn't afraid to expose sin."

I believe one of God's greatest gifts of mercy to his church is his faithful ministers, who lovingly reprove us of our sins. I t
hank God for such "Nathan preachers," people who aren't afraid to offend elders, deacons or wealthy church members. 
They stand face to face with anyone, to expose their iniquities in tenderness and love.
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Of course, not everyone wants such reproof. Some on our mailing list have written: "I don't like opening your letters. Rea
ding them always makes me feel uncomfortable. They're too unnerving."  "I can't serve a God like yours, who's always p
oking around in my soul to expose things." "You need to soften your messages. I can't handle them."

I know that as a loving shepherd, I have to be careful of my tone. But I can't apologize for preaching convicting truth. I as
k you, what happens to the church when pastors no longer show people their iniquities? Where would David have ended
up, if he hadn't had Nathan to show him his wickedness?

You have to understand, Nathan was well aware that the powerful king could have slain him at any time. He'd seen Davi
d fly off the handle many times. So, why didn't Nathan say, "I'll just be a friend to David. I'll pray for him and be there whe
n he needs me. I have to trust the Holy Spirit to convict him." What would have happened?

I believe that without Nathan's convicting word, David would have fallen under the worst judgment known to humankind.

The worst possible judgment is for God to turn you over to your sin, to stop all of the Holy Spirit's dealings in your life. Ye
t, that's exactly what is happening to many Christians today. They choose to listen only to soft, flesh-assuring preaching.
Where there is no convicting Word, there can be no godly sorrow over sin. And where there is no godly sorrow for sin, th
ere can be no repentance. And where there is no repentance, there is only hardness of heart.

The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church: "I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repenta
nce: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner...for godly sorrow worketh repentance" (2 Corinthians 7:9-10). Paul sai
d his outcry against the Corinthians' sin produced a godly sorrow in them that led to repentance. In turn, that produced in
them a hatred for sin, a holy fear of God and a desire to live upright. Yet this never would have happened if he hadn't pre
ached a sharp, piercing, convicting word.

The reason Paul spoke so strongly to the Corinthians was, "That our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto y
ou" (7:12). In other words: "I wasn't trying to unnerve you or condemn you. I exposed your sin so you'd see how much I l
ove and care for you. When the Holy Ghost knocks on your heart, sometimes it sounds like harsh pounding. But it's actu
ally God showing you his tender love."

Without such a word, David surely would have fallen under terrible judgment. He had already spent a whole year going a
bout his business, without ever facing what he'd done. He didn't hear any words of rebuke or correction. So with each pa
ssing day, his sin became easier to put out of his mind. Moreover, his army was still winning decisive victories. On the s
urface, everything seemed to be going well for him. Yet I'm sure David had trouble sleeping at night. He probably woke u
p each day with a dark cloud hanging over him. The fact is, nobody who's intimate with the Lord can remain comfortable 
while living in sin.

Let me give you an example: I counseled a dear Christian brother whom I suspected was having an affair. When I asked
him about it, he denied it vehemently. Then, a month later, he asked to see me late one night. When I met with him, he 
was weeping and broken. He confessed, "Pastor, I've been living in hell for weeks. I've lied to you and to God. I've
been living in adultery. I've replayed every message from the pulpit, every word of warning. And I couldn't silence God's 
Word." The Holy Spirit continually reminded this man of all the sin-exposing preaching he'd heard. And he was brought t
o repentance by his remembrance of that preached Word.

Now let me give you a different example. A sister in Christ wrote to me, "Brother David, I've been married to my husband
for twenty years. I love him, but now I'm probably going to have to leave him, even though I don't want to. I couldn't figur
e out why this man of God, who goes to church with me regularly, would begin to deteriorate so much in character. He b
ecame dishonest with me, and a wall grew between us.
Soon he became a stranger to our whole family. I couldn't put my finger on it. I prayed and did everything I could to try to
understand why he was coming apart. Then I discovered why: he'd been hooked on pornography ever since we were m
arried, and for some time before that. He still claims to be a Christian and goes to church with me. But he refuses to give
it up."

This man is about to lose his family and home. He claims to be born again and on his way to heaven. Do you think he ne
eds a pat on the back and a word of assurance? Does he need to hear some preacher say, "You're okay, Jesus loves y
ou"? No, never! He needs a Nathan, someone who'll tell him, "You're the guilty man!" He needs to be awakened, to hav
e the fire of the Holy Ghost lit underneath him. Otherwise, he'll be turned over to his sin, and eventually he'll be destroye
d.
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If there had been no Nathan - no piercing, prophetic word - David could have ended up like Saul: spiritually dead, with n
o Holy Ghost guidance, having lost all intimacy with God.

As David listened to Nathan's loving but searing word, he remembered the time a previous king had been warned by a p
rophet. David had heard all about Samuel's warning to King Saul. And he'd heard about Saul's halfhearted response, co
nfessing, "I have sinned." (I don't believe Saul cried from his soul, as David did, "I have sinned against the
Lord!")

David saw firsthand the ruinous changes that befell Saul. The once godly, Spirit-led king continually rejected the Spirit's r
eproving words, delivered by a holy prophet. Soon Saul began to walk in self-will, bitterness and rebellion. Finally, the H
oly Ghost departed from him: "Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being ki
ng" (1 Samuel 15:23). "The Lord...departed from Saul" (18:12). Saul ended up turning to a witch for guidance. He confes
sed to her, "God is departed from me, and
answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known 
unto me what I shall do" (28:15).

David remembered all the madness, ugliness and terror surrounding this man who had shut out God's word. Suddenly, t
he truth pierced his own heart: "God is no respecter of persons.  I have sinned, as Saul did. And now here's another pro
phet, in another time, giving me God's Word, as Samuel gave it to Saul. Oh, Lord, I've sinned against you! Please
don't take your Holy Spirit from me, as you did from Saul."

David wrote, "I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, an
d done this evil in thy sight... Purge me... Create in me a clean heart... Cast me not away from thy presence; and take no
t thy Holy Spirit from me" (Psalm 51:3-11).

One commentator suggests that in spite of David's repentance, he never recovered from his fall. He points out that the B
ible says little about any victories by David after this time. Rather, he suggests, David merely faded into the background 
until he died.

It's true that David paid severe consequences for his sin. In fact, he prophesied judgment upon himself: He told Nathan t
hat the rich man who stole the poor man's lamb should restore it fourfold. And that's just what happened in David's life: T
he baby that Bathsheba gave birth to died within days. And three of David's other sons - Ammon, Absalom and Adonijah
- all had tragic, untimely deaths. So, David did pay for his sin, with four of his own lambs.

Yet the Bible clearly shows that whenever we return to the Lord in genuine, heartfelt repentance, God responds by bringi
ng absolute reconciliation and restoration. We do not have to end up like Saul, descending into madness and terror. Nor 
do we have to "fade away" from life, biding our time in quiet shame until the Lord takes us home. On the contrary, the pr
ophet Joel assures us that God steps in immediately when we return to him: "Rend your heart...turn unto the Lord your 
God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him ofthe evil" (Joel 2:13).

Amazingly, God then gives us this incredible promise: "I will restore to  you the years that the locust hath eaten...and ye 
shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and 
my people shall never be ashamed" (2:25-26). The Lord promises to restore all.

You have to understand, when this prophecy was given, God had already pronounced judgment on Israel. But the peopl
e repented, and God said, "Now I'm going to do wonderful things for you. I'm going to restore everything the devil has st
olen."

Beloved, God's tender mercy allows even the worst sinner to say, "I'm not a drug addict. I'm not an alcoholic. I'm not an 
adulterer. I am a child of the living God, with all the rights of heaven in my soul. I no longer live under condemnation, bec
ause my past is fully behind me. And I don't have to pay for any past sins, because Jesus paid the
price for me. What's more, he said he'll restore everything to me."

Here is the truth about what happened to David: He listened to God's Word from Nathan, he repented and obeyed, and, 
as a result, he spent the rest of his life growing in his knowledge of God. The Lord brought great peace into David's life. 
And eventually, all his enemies were silenced.
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Yet the clearest evidence of God's restoration in David's life is his own testimony. Read what David wrote in his dying da
ys:

Â• "The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer...in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvati
on, and my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour" (2 Samuel 22:2-3). This isn't the testimony of someone who has fade
d away.

Â• "My God...did hear my voice...he took me; he drew me out of many waters...He brought me forth also into a large plac
e: he delivered me, because he delighted in me" (22:7, 17, 20). We've just studied all that David did to displease the Lor
d. Yet, even after all that, David was able to say, "The Lord delights in me."

Here is why David will forever be known as "a man after God's own heart": It's because he quickly and genuinely repent
ed of his sins. Proverbs  tells us:

Â• "He that regardeth reproof shall be honoured" (Proverbs 13:18). God will honor you, if you love and obey godly repro
of.

Â• "They despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way...For the turning away of the simpl
e shall slay them" (1:30-32). If you turn a deaf ear to godly reproof, it will end up destroying you.

Â• "Reproofs of instruction are the way of life" (6:23). Simply put, God's convicting Word brings life.

Dear saint, the truth about "hard preaching," if it's preached through tears, is that it's actually "grace preaching." If you're 
being probed by God's Word - if his Spirit isn't letting you sit comfortably in your sin - then you're being shown mercy. It i
s the deep love of God at work, wooing you out of death and into life.

Will you respond to him as David did? If so, you'll know true restoration and reconciliation. And God will restore everythin
g the enemy has stolen. Hallelujah!

 

Re: Rebuke vs. Sit back? - posted by GaryE (), on: 2005/12/12 13:40

We must wait for the prompt of God to move.  We should only move when the fire and the cloud move.  When it is time t
o reprove and rebuke the Lord lets us know.  Sometimes it is the moment we are in and other times it is later.

The baby was near birth by the time Nathan spoke to David.

Those were very good words Shibu.

In Christ,
GaryE

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/12/12 14:33
Here are some Scriptures to consider when deciding what the Lord would want you to do.

I am warning you! If another believer sins, rebuke him; then if he repents, forgive him. Luke 17:3

Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, rebuke and expose them. Eph 5:11

Preach the word of God. Be persistent, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage yo
ur people with good teaching. Tim 4:2

Rebuke them as sternly as necessary to make them strong in the faith. Titus 1:13 
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These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you. Ti
tus 2:15

Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear. 1 Tim 5:20

Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt. Lev. 19:17 

An open rebuke is better than hidden love! Proverbs 27:5 

He who rebukes a man will in the end gain more favor than he who has a flattering tongue. Proverbs 28:23 

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Rev.3:19

It isn't my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your job to judge those inside the church ... 1Cor 5:12 

Re: Deal with ourselves first - posted by roadsign (), on: 2005/12/12 15:08

Quote:
-------------------------I believe one of God's greatest gifts of mercy to his church is his faithful ministers, who lovingly reprove us of our sins. I thank God f
or such "Nathan preachers," people who aren't afraid to offend elders, deacons or wealthy church members.
-------------------------

Not many of those  who are concerned about sins of others know what the real problem is. They only see the surface. T
hey end up doing a lot of damage when they "take a stand"  

We need good spiritual surgeons - who can get right to the root problem. 

A sharp knife is a very useful and exacting tool. However, in the hands of a blind man is dangerous.

Likewise, God's word is  a sharp - two-edged exacting tool. In the hands of a spiritually blind man it can be like a dull ha
mmer bashed on someone's head. It can cause untold damage. 

I'd prefer to have a skilled surgeon apply his scalpel to me than one who THINKS he is skilled and tries to use his scalpe
l on me. 

Several years ago when I was deeply concerned about someone's sins, I asked God what he wanted me to do about thi
s. His answer suprised me. He said, "The best thing you can do for him is give youself to me."  So I did that and discover
ed that I had much the same sin problem as he did. I also struggled with wanting to please people and I also feared reje
ction. Those were the very sins that plagued this person whom I was praying for. Those sins are beneath all kinds of sin
s - from drug addiction to religious self-righteousness.

 Once I learned about myself, I could understand the struggles of this person I was praying for. And thus, I could rebuke 
him simply by sharing my own struggles with MY sins. I became like a mirror for him to look at. We were struggling sinnn
ers on this road together. 

PS
Did you notice that far more posts on SI express concern over OTHER people's sins than one's own sins??? And yet, w
e are called to deal with OUR OWN sins first and formost. 
Diane
 

Page 8/17



General Topics :: Rebuke vs. Sit back?

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2005/12/12 15:33

Quote:
-------------------------Did you notice that far more posts on SI express concern over OTHER people's sins than their own sins??? And yet, we are called t
o deal with OUR OWN sins first and formost. 
-------------------------

What happens is that folk begin to derive their 'energies' or 'zeal' for God from the shortcomings of others as they are an
gered over the state of the 'church' or 'saints'. The whole of their expression of faith becomes one of criticizing and fault-f
inding. Soon they have no joy or anything truly spiritual. They are no longer edified by mercy and love, but criticism. This
is a dangerous place to be because you 'think' your right in being critical and you bolster it by citing your own righteousn
ess. God help us. If God had plastered all of our sins across the sky we had all been humiliated. 

Something else that happens when this starts to creep in is that the person has a blatant disregard of their own shortco
mings. They ignore them as if God ignores them also. And since they keep no record of their own wrongs and only the w
rongs of others they soon feel an 'elite-ism' that becomes their ruin.

There are indeed times that each of the passages that ChristisKing noted demonstrate for showing fault or even strongly
calling folk to stop their behavior! This is not the issue. The issue is, why are we at times so preoccupied with others sins
and not our own? Do we really think that we are in a position to cast stones? Do we not know that we must allow the Spi
rit to search our own hearts to see if our own hands are clean? 

And finally, do you wish to rebuke folk for their non-conformance to your personal convictions? I have. I have wanted oth
ers to get in step with my personal views. But coming to SI has taught me something. If I were to add up all the personal 
convictions I have heard in the hundreds of sermons and posts I have read; no telling what kind of person I would be. Do
we not more than anything want to win folk over to what we see as righteousness, rather than allowing God to work in th
eir own life? Is this not the epitome of wanting to be like the Most High God?     

Re: - posted by Agent001 (), on: 2005/12/12 15:53

Quote:
-------------------------Did you notice that far more posts on SI express concern over OTHER people's sins than one's own sins??? And yet, we are called
to deal with OUR OWN sins first and formost. 
-------------------------
I like the direction this discussion is going with roadsign and RobertW.

It is an important reminder - and one that the Lord made quite clear:

"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measur
e you use, it will be measured to you. 
 3"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4H
ow can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own ey
e? 5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye. 
 (Matthew 7:1-5)

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/12/12 16:05
Diane,

I would have to disagree. I am absolutely concerned with my own sin fist and foremost. I hate sin because it separates 
me from God and I can't stand to be outside the presence of God. I want to as close to God as possible. I am always ask
ing God to show me and point out where and what in my life is unpleasing to Him. I don't care who or what it comes from
- a skilled surgeon or a blind man - a hammer that smashes-  a fire that burns - or a knife that cuts - loop it off and pluck i
t out - I just want it dealt with and gone at any cost to myself.

Now I have the ability and the responsibility to help my brother when I notice a speck in his eye however the Lord tells m
e to do it. Either gently or harshly - it's up to Him not me - I don't care either way - I just want to be obedient.
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Re: - posted by Agent001 (), on: 2005/12/12 16:11

Quote:
-------------------------Now I have the ability and the responsibility to help my brother when I notice a speck in his eye however the Lord tells me to do it. 
Either gently or harshly - it's up to Him not me - I don't care either way - I just want to be obedient.
-------------------------
Read again from the Sermon on the Mount. To obey the Lord's teaching, you go remove your own plank first. He said n
othing about "helping" those with a speck.

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/12/12 16:15
Bravo Robert!!! Very well said!!!

Quote:
-------------------------What happens is that folk begin to derive their 'energies' or 'zeal' for God from the shortcomings of others as they are angered over 
the state of the 'church' or 'saints'. The whole of their expression of faith becomes one of criticizing and fault-finding. Soon they have no joy or anything
truly spiritual. They are no longer edified by mercy and love, but criticism. This is a dangerous place to be because you 'think' your right in being critical
and you bolster it by citing your own righteousness. God help us. If God had plastered all of our sins across the sky we had all been humiliated. 
-------------------------

This is an accurate description to what happens to so many people, especially when they start noticing error or hypocris
y in the Church. I was drawn into this type of behavior myself at one point. So I can speak from (to my own shame) expe
rience.

Quote:
-------------------------And finally, do you wish to rebuke folk for their non-conformance to your personal convictions? I have. I have wanted others to get i
n step with my personal views. But coming to SI has taught me something.
-------------------------

I agree 100% we should only rebuke for blatant sin and not our own personal convictions. We should share our personal
conviction with others, but never force them on others or rebuke them for not having the same convictions. Sometime it's
hard to know the difference - so we must always be careful and bear this in mind and pray much if the Lord is calling us t
o rebuke someone. We must also make sure we do it in the way He tells us to do it.

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2005/12/12 16:25

Quote:
-------------------------If I were to add up all the personal convictions I have heard in the hundreds of sermons and posts I have read; no telling what kind 
of person I would be.
-------------------------

That reminds me of a story my Pastor tells.  He was once in a service and the preacher said he felt it was a sin to wear a
tie.  All the men started taking off their ties!! 

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/12/12 16:30

Quote:
-------------------------Read again from the Sermon on the Mount. To obey the Lord's teaching, you go remove your own plank first. He said nothing about
"helping" those with a speck.
-------------------------

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measur
e you use, it will be measured to you. 
3"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4Ho
w can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye
? 5You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from yo
ur brother's eye.  
(Matthew 7:1-5)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

41"Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 
42"Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself do not 
see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,and then you will see clearly t
o take out the speck that is in your brother's eye. (Luke 6:41-42)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

These are not Scriptures telling us not to help our brothers and sisters, but instruction on how we should do it and what 
we need to do first.

Re: - posted by habakkuk3 (), on: 2005/12/12 16:33

Quote:
-------------------------Did you notice that far more posts on SI express concern over OTHER people's sins than their own sins??? And yet, we are called t
o deal with OUR OWN sins first and formost.
-------------------------
Thank you for this.  I've noticed this in my own heart.  The Holy Spirit has been faithful to expose my own heart before m
e and I'm thankful for that, although at times it's quite painful to really see my sin.  It's the hidden things of our heart that 
are the most difficult to deal with.  Jesus is faithful to deal both with our ways and our actions.  I have primarily focused o
n the actions but now he is dealing with the ways (i.e. my predictable responses).

There is a place for rebuke in the body of Christ but it must come up in meekness of heart after the Holy Spirit has searc
hed our own hearts first.  Thanks for that reminder...

Aren't you glad that Jesus rebukes us when we're out of line?  I'm so thankful for his discipline, although I don't always li
ke it at the time.  

Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

helpful or unhelpful rebuke - posted by roadsign (), on: 2005/12/12 17:03

Quote:
------------------------- I would have to disagree. Â….Now I have the ability and the responsibility to help my brother when I notice a speck in his eye howe
ver the Lord tells me to do it. Either gently or harshly - it's up to Him not me - I don't care either way 
-------------------------

I think you misunderstood me. I am referring to the countless number of people in churches who have been damaged by
misuse of the Bible as a tool to Â“rebukeÂ” others. And they all believe that Â“God told themÂ” . Just look up Â“spiritual 
abuseÂ” on the net, and you will see.  I realize that some overreact to this issue, but that doesnÂ’t negate the fact that th
e church has damaged countless in the name of Â“rebukeÂ” by those who think that they are God's special helpers. It w
as happening in Jesus, day and has been since. 
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It is not an issue of being Â“gentle or harshÂ”. One can be gentle with a scalpel and hit a vein.  To preface a rebuke with
: Â“I tell you this in loveÂ…Â…Â…Â” just doesnÂ’t negate damaging words. 

This is a very big issue that is far beyond the scope of this forum.  

Another thought: 
When a "rebuke" is truly of God, it brings true conviction, leading to healing and hope. It is specific rather than a general 
character judgment. An unhelpful rebuke leaves one feeling hopeless, helpless, and dirty.  For example: It is unhelpful to
tell someone that they are lazy, negitive, critical, overweight, unspiritual, etc.    Setting a good example can be a strong f
orm of rebuke in itself. 
Diane

Re: helpful or unhelpful rebuke - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/12/12 17:30

Quote:
-------------------------I think you misunderstood me. I am referring to the countless number of people in churches who have been damaged by misuse of t
he Bible as a tool to Â“rebukeÂ” others. And they all believe that Â“God told themÂ” . Just look up Â“spiritual abuseÂ” on the net, and you will see. I re
alize that some overreact to this issue, but that doesnÂ’t negate the fact that the church has damaged countless in the name of Â“rebukeÂ” by those w
ho think that they are God's special helpers.
-------------------------

You are right Diane, I was misunderstanding you, sorry :-? Thanks for clarifying  :-) I understand exactly what you are tal
king about - and I agree with you.

Quote:
-------------------------When a "rebuke" is truly of God, it brings true conviction, leading to healing and hope. It is specific rather than a general character j
udgment. An unhelpful rebuke leaves one feeling hopeless, helpless, and dirty. 
-------------------------

You are absolutely right - a rebuke MUST always be done with the intent to help bring someone to repentance and ALW
AYS MUST include a strong and passionate call for repentance and to be reconciled to God. Other wise it is just judgme
ntal condemnation. 

Re: - posted by Agent001 (), on: 2005/12/12 17:47

Quote:
-------------------------These are not Scriptures telling us not to help our brothers and sisters, but instruction on how we should do it and what we need to 
do first.
-------------------------
I did not meant to say we should not help our brothers and sisters, I was trying to point out the fact that Jesus emphasis
ed "removing the plank in our eyes" lest we fall into hypocrisy.

Also, I would say there are many ways to help others and different situations call for different ways. Moreover, a lot of wi
sdom is needed in achieving the goal of bringing a believer to the right way - how you say it, when you say it, what you d
o to demonstrate it, etc.

A lot of humility is needed too, because the human tendency is to be hypocritic, self-righteous, harsh, etc.
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Re: criticizing - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2005/12/12 19:08
I am glad that Dian and Robert are here to bring up these points. I think that people who tend to have discernment and a
re analytical in their thinking tend to want to rebuke- especially when they find fault with the church (or anything else for t
hat matter) I was like that too- still am actually :(

The Lord has shown me time and time again, my critical attitude- and how it does not show Christ-likeness. Yes, discern
ment is good and being analytical can be a gift from God if used for His purposes. But there is much to be learned from t
he Holy Spirit about not faultfinding and crticizing first. We really need to let the Lord choose the battles (not be nit picky 
over 'preferences', etc...) when there are real 'heart' issues at stake.

I grew up in a critical household- hence I also learned to be critical. When you have children, it is heart breaking to see a
nd hear myself (as if I was listening in on someone else) criticizing people and things and churches, etc... after awhile pe
ople are afraid to tell you their opinion about anything- fearing that you will criticize it or not agree with it. This is sad. My 
heart needs so much work in this area! I have noticed that even if I don't SAY something critical, I catch myself thinking it
. I have asked the Lord to expose this to me. To show me and don't let me get away with this. I don't won't to pass on thi
s kind of damage to my own family, to the next generation.

I have been reading "Lord, Change My Attitude(Before it's too late)" Yes, there is a time for loving rebukes, but much of 
what is done in the name of 'rebuking' is petty, damaging and/or self-exalting.

I long to learn the difference between loving constructive criticism (done at the Holy Spirit's prompting) and the kind of cri
ticism that destroys. I recognize the arrogance of this attitude in me. I will continue to pray to learn forebearance and gra
ciousness with others. To be so petty as to think that everyone will be exactly like me, have the same passions as me, s
ee things like me- that's sad. I want to learn to enjoy differences in people, in their passions that the Lord has given them
. I want to learn to pray and love people first before thinking about finding fault.

The Lord is so good to put up with us/me when I still have such a sinful heart inside. I am thankful that He has patience 
with me as- quite the opposite of what I have had with others!

In Him, Chanin

Re: - posted by groh_frog, on: 2005/12/13 6:03
I think a good step would be for me to clarify my own problem in this, and maybe get some advice.

When I was a very young Christian, I had friends in a Presbyterian Church, and started attending there.  Well, within a s
hort amount of time, I was baptized by the new Pastor they had brought in.

I think I could say that I was like Paul in my newfound faith- advancing past many my own age in knowledge and zealou
sness.  Well, challenges that force us to grow, I soon met some Jehova's Witnesses who claimed that Jesus wasn't God
- that the Trinity was farse.

I came back to my youth group, and started asking around for scripture that showed that Jesus was in fact God.  That ca
ll went largely unanswered- not a single person could show me a single scripture to back up their belief.  

Time went on within the group, and as it came time to pick a new direction of study, a debate started.  Some wanted to r
ead through the OT.  Some wanted to watch Veggie Tales (This is a High-School Youth Group).  But myself and one oth
er person realised that there was a problem when not a single person (many of whom had been raised their entire lives i
n the Church) could Biblically defend the Deity of Christ.

The debate came to a head when I pointed out this fact (probably pretty harshly- I'm often a stubborn and outspoken guy
) to the response of one of the members that "I see what's happening- you're trying to be Jesus, and you can never be J
esus."

Well, at that point, I left the group.  Seeing as to there was no objection among the members, I think I was in the wrong p
lace.  To me, Jesus is everything we try to be, the example we look to.
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Now, that was a few years ago that I left.  Some people knew why I left, but some didn't, and as far as I know, have conti
nued in their walk.

Thus my dilemma.  These are people I care about.  I have friends in that Church that I still keep up with.  To look back, a
nd see a Church that seems so dead in so many ways, I want to cry out against it!  Is it my place?  I don't know.  It would
be better if someone withing the Church, like an elder would stand out.  But from the reports I hear, nothing like that is h
appening.

As I began to rebuke one that I know, I was told that "You don't know what's really going on, and it's not your place to ju
dge."  Or again, the all too famous cop-out of "Love means not offending someone."

A note about myself- I can be hard.  I'm often repremanded myself for being too harsh in how I say things.  But I'm often 
not sure where to draw the  line.  Like John the Baptist, do I cry "You brood of vipers!" (a larger than necessary example)
, or do I simply sit back and watch.  

I don't attend that Church, so is it not my place to "say it like it is", or do I have the responsibility to be like Ravenhill often
was, speaking out against the pulpit and the "Lukewarm in the Body of Christ"?

Grace and Peace...

Re: - posted by Agent001 (), on: 2005/12/13 9:14
Here's just my personal opinion:

Very often I find I have to "earn the right to speak." By that, I mean how do you expect others to listen to you if you have
not spent time to be with them, and demonstrate your love and your example to them?

I think the apostle Paul demonstrated the same when he appealed to his time spent with the believers at one place, whe
n he did labour to make money, when he cared for them like a mother and rebuked them like a father. "You yourself kno
w when I was with you..."

Unless God has given you an exceptional prophetic ministry for all the people of God, I would think the best place to star
t is with people closest to you - your own family, close friends to you, your own community of faith.

Like the gospel, we need God and the prayer of his people to open the door for our speaking, rebuking, whatever you ca
ll it, to be effective.

That's my two pennies.

Re: Rebuke vs. Sit back? - posted by tpique1 (), on: 2005/12/13 10:50
groh_frog,

This is my first post. I've visited sermonindex.com many times but never knew they had a forum. Anyway..

I've noticed your post on rebuking folks and have to say you sound almost identical to some friends of mine, at least in th
e sense of having encountered Latter Day Saints who have brought confusion into your faith regarding Jesus' deity and t
he Trinity. As with you my friends left the fellowship and are now meeting on Saturdays (they hold to the Sabbath doctrin
e). They probably wouldn't be missed except that the guy leading the group is the pastors son-in-law!

As with you my friends couldn't find answers to tough questions, however, one thing I did notice is that they didn't WANT
the answers! I noticed that the guy leading the group was very much full of pride and even had a rebellious spirt. The fac
t is, he could have found the answers, but his pride prevented him from see it. Pride always comes before the fall. I even
tried to show him with simplicity the answers he saught, but he just didn't want to hear it. His mind was made up.

I worry about my friends. The fact is, I know they meant well. They never intended to stir up trouble, they just wanted cla
rity. However, the devil will always attempt to bring division wherever he can. And since he is the author of confusion sh
ould it not surprise us that a Latter Day Saint would be used to bring confusion into the heart of a truly devout albeit igno
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rant Christian?

I believe we have to understand something about studying scripture. Not everything in scripture is literal. Sometimes we 
learn the things of God through what's called a "principle approach." The Bible does not use the word "Trinity", however, 
we know that this relationship exists because the Bible ELUDES to this relationship. (1 John 5:7 for instance) Using the 
word "Trintiy" in no way undermines the scripture. Just because the term isn't used does not mean that it detracts from t
he fact that there is indeed a relationship of equal authority between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

As for the "rebuking" of others, I believe another poster gave explicit scriptural references to our duty to rebuke sinful be
havior within the Body of Christ. Not to do so would lead to destructive consequences. 

HOWEVER, we must do so with a Spirit of gentleness and meekness and not in the haughtiness of our own hearts. How
do we do this? We are instructed to walk in the Spirt. A person who walks in the Spirit does not walk in the haughtiness 
of his flesh, but in the meekness of the Spirit.

Back to my friends:
There was a similar incident with them. They were concerned with others in the fellowship who had stumbled into obviou
s false doctrine. (ironic indeed) Out of concern they wanted to correct these stray sheep and show them the error of follo
wing the unbiblical teaching they had stumbled into. 

I warned my friend that although he was 100% right in correcting these deceived sheep and he was standing on very so
und scriptural ground, he had probably better think of two things before proceeding:

1. This matter should be brought before the Pastor so that he is made aware of the problem. (as it had started to find its 
way into the fellowship)The Pastor is the Shepherd of the flock not I.
2. This matter should be handled in love and meekness and with much prayer.

I told him that if he went after these folks with a haughty spirit and a sword, he could do more damage to them than good
. Esspecially since they would have been welcoming of good instruction. The idea was not to chase them from the churc
h, but show them in love and gentleness why they oppose themselves.

Needless to say he didn't listen, and they wound up running further into the false doctrine. He actually pushed them furth
er away.

This is the same guy who left the church (the son-in-law of the Pastor).

This young man is very, very zealous. But even zealousness can lead us into dark alleys we wish we would never have 
gone. 

Now, pride prevents my friends from returning to the fellowship. All because of the poison one Latter Day Saint spewed i
nto their ear. It saddens me deeply.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2005/12/13 15:10
Last night we were going over chapter 6 of a book called, "Living Water" by Chuck Smith.  This particular chapter deals 
with how the Holy Spirit works in His church to comfort, exhort, and warn.  Here are two testimonies that were given spe
aking of how the Holy Spirit brings to light the darkness in certain individuals.

First, there was a testimony of a man in another church who often displayed the gift of prophesy.  In this particular situati
on, on Sunday morning, this man was experiencing an uneasiness, a feeling of distance from the Lord as he tried to ent
er into worship.  The Spirit spoke to him and identified that there was a man two rows in front that was commiting the sin
of adultery.  This particular instance reminded us of the sin of Aachan.  This sin became an obstacle for Josuah and the 
people.  God identified the sin and removed the disobedient.  So the practicing of lawlessness does hinder the Church s
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piritually.

The second testimony came from our assistant pastor who spoke of attending a small prayer meeting years ago.  The H
oly Spirit impressed upon his mind the need to ask a woman sitting next to him this question:  "So how long have you be
en practicing witchcraft?"  The woman responded, six years.  The elders quickly assisted this woman to another room to 
hear more of what the Spirit had identified as sin in the midst of the assembly.  

1Cor. 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 

5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who s
peaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 

1Cor. 14:39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 

When I read these Scriptures and find not the power today amongst the people, what does that say of the sin that lives i
n the congregation?

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2005/12/13 19:54
gosh_frog,

It is interesting, this song started to play on my jukebox when I was reading your post about your situation this morning. I
think this song says a lot.

 (http://65.108.220.179/modules.php?nameDownloads&d_opgetit&lid13) COMPROMISE

I think one of the worst things we can do and one of the major reasons we find the church in the pitiful condition it is toda
y, is because people just shut their mouths and leave. 

 
Quote:
-------------------------As for the "rebuking" of others, I believe another poster gave explicit scriptural references to our duty to rebuke sinful behavior withi
n the Body of Christ. Not to do so would lead to destructive consequences. HOWEVER, we must do so with a Spirit of gentleness and meekness and 
not in the haughtiness of our own hearts. How do we do this? We are instructed to walk in the Spirit. A person who walks in the Spirit does not walk in t
he haughtiness of his flesh, but in the meekness of the Spirit.
-------------------------

I think the Scripture are pretty clear. Of course we need to seek the Lord on the how, what, who, where and when of the 
matter, not the IF. From Scripture we can assume and conclude what the Lord wants done, we just need to seek Him on
the way and timing in which He wants it done. 

It's kind of like those who try to say the Lord doesn't ever call me to evangelize, so the great commission doesn't apply t
o me. People will use the same type of excuses to get out of standing up against sin in the Body and unsound doctrine a
nd false gospels being taught. Like I said before, I feel this is one of the very reason we see the church in the pitiful cond
ition we find it today. This is a big reason why sin in the church and watered down, sappy self serving gospels and doctri
ne are a rampant cancer among those who call themselves by the name of Christ in the west.

Again - just to reiterate - no one should run of half cocked dripping in flesh on a rebuke rampage - but we know from Scri
pture what we are supposed to do - we just need to do it in humility and love seeking the will of God on how He wants us
to do it - not if we should do it. If the Lord gives you a direct command not to - well then you should obey - but this is not 
what we should expect to happen and certainly not be the norm.

When is the last time you saw those(church members) who are sinning rebuked in the presence of all, that the rest also 
may fear. 1 Tim 5:20 and why not when this is what Scripture tells us to do?

Also - Because things have gotten so bad, many believe we are living in the last days or at least in the face of impending
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judgment ready to strike. This puts an increased sense of urgency on the matter. Remember the purpose of rebuke and 
intended outcome is repentance and reconciliation. The featured compilation "Discerning The Times" on the website bel
ow my name talks some more about this.

our lost abilities - posted by roadsign (), on: 2005/12/13 21:56

Quote:
-------------------------When I read these Scriptures and find not the power today amongst the people, what does that say of the sin that lives in the congr
egation?
-------------------------

We have strayed very far, and so are not cultivating spiritual discernment. We rely on natural discrenment . Diane
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