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The church must be holy

The true church understands that it must live a disciplined life. Although our High Priest loves us in spite of our weaknes
ses and failures, He encourages us to be a holy people because He is a holy God. Holiness may be an unpopular subje
ct in some churches, but holiness in the Christian life is a precious treasure in GodÂ’s sight.

What I say here may hurt, but I say it anyhow. We have lived with unholiness so long that we are almost incapable of rec
ognizing true holiness. The people of God in the churches of Jesus Christ ought to be a holy people. But ministers have l
argely given up preaching Bible-centered sermons on holiness. Maybe they would not know what to do with hearers who
fell under the convicting power of GodÂ’s Word. Preachers today would rather give their congregations tranquilizers.

I preach to my congregation week after week. And I pray that I may be able to preach with such convicting power that m
y people will sweat! I do not want them to leave my services feeling good. The last thing I want to do is to give them som
e kind of religious tranquilizerÂ—and let them go to hell in their relaxation.

The Christian church was designed to make sinners sweat. I have always believed that, and I still believe it. The messag
es preached in our churches should make backslidden Christians sweat. And if I achieve that objective when I preach, I t
hank God with all of my heart, no matter what people think of me.

Our Lord is a holy Lord, and His eyes are as a flame of fire. His X-ray eyes can see right through everything! We can hid
e nothing from God. He sees all and knows all. But apparently we have a hard time with that factÂ—preachers and lay p
eople alike. We seem to think our respectability should be accepted by our Lord as spirituality. That is the same tragic mi
stake the self-righteous Pharisees made in JesusÂ’ day. We like to imagine we are important, and we like to hear people
talking about our importance. But every one of us is going to die one of these days. There will be a funeral service and t
hen we will be buried, just like everybody else.

God already knows all about us

God knows everything about me better than I know it myself. He knows that my humility is only another form of pride. He
knows that! And I am glad He does. Some people have an idea the devil may tattle some scandal about them to God. T
hey forget that God already knows all there is to know about them.

I am glad God knows all He knows. No one is going to seek out our Lord and whisper behind his or her hand, Â“Have yo
u heard the latest about Tozer?Â” Jesus already knows everything there is to know about me. He knows my strengths a
nd He knows my weaknesses. And He has already told us that the only thing capable of harming us is to believe we can
do all things in our own strength.
We can never get too weak for the Lord to use usÂ—but we can get too strong, if it is our own strength. We can never b
e too ignorant for the Lord to use usÂ—but we can be too wise in our own conceit. We can never get too small for the Lo
rd to use us, but we can surely get too big and get in His way.
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