General Topics :: Revival Idolatry

Revival Idolatry - posted by saltlicker20 (), on: 2006/3/13 9:28
Do you think that many of us, especially on this website, seek Revival more than God?
I read a little Oswald Chambers this morning over Surrender...and I truly think that I have sought Revival and Ministry m
ore than the face of God these past few months.
I don't know....am I the only one who struggles with this? Has anyone else come to a point in their relationship with God
where they find themselves praying more for the movement of God than for the intimacy of God?
I want revival so that God's glory will be shown and His name vindicated...for souls to be harvested. In the ministry I yea
rn to see a generation rise up as a hell wrecking, kingdom advancing group who know God face to face. I want to know
God's heart...but I tend to put the prior two things above this - any suggestions on balancing these as well??
Thanks,
DO
I Pet 4:2
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2006/3/13 9:42
Quote:
-------------------------In the ministry I yearn to see a generation rise up as a hell wrecking, kingdom advancing group who know God face to face.
-------------------------

I too deeply want this, but I have come to a reality. That reality is that I am the only one I can control. I do pray that God
woul move, yes. The only revival I can truely have a part in is the one that is in me.
I can pray for others, preach to others, but I will stand before God alone.
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2006/3/13 10:06
Quote:
-------------------------I read a little Oswald Chambers this morning over Surrender
-------------------------

Yes, this March 13th item from My Utmost for His Highest has really challenged me also. Chambers said that genuine s
urrender is a personal sovereign preference for Jesus Christ Himself. I have to ask myself if I prefer the Lord Himself or
do I just prefer to consider what he can do for me or the church, including revival. Hard question, the honest answer cau
ses me to groan.
Have you ever heard the pain in Leonard Ravenhill's voice in the clip from the Revival Hymn where he says, "I'm tired of
reading about revival. I'm tired of writing about revival..."? I feel the same way and yet he never stopped praying for it an
d neither will I. However Ravenhill went on to say that God seeks men who will do anything He asks, in other words, me
n with a personal sovereign preference for Jesus Christ Himself.
In Christ,
Ron

Page 1/69

General Topics :: Revival Idolatry

Re:, on: 2006/3/13 10:31
Back when I was involved in the WOF/Charismatic Movement I saw people run all over the country chasing the latest so
-called "revival". People flying to Toronto... flying to Brownsville... you name it. Traveling 500 miles to see Benny Hinn. I
always thought there was something wrong with Hinn, but I did go to Brownsville once. So I got caught up in that myself.
It is possible to seek anything more than God. Especially experience.
We seek the gift more than the Giver.
Thank the Lord I have renounced the WOF/Charismatic Movement. The revival I seek comes with tears of repentance...
not signs and wonders.
Krispy
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/13 11:47
Sometimes I think there is an unhealthy focus on "revival" by many.
This is one thing I do not like about Leonard Ravenhill. Revival is needed these days no doubt, but it is interesting that o
f all the things the likes of Ravenhill and others said on revival, it is actually interesting to see how little the Scriptures rea
lly treat the topic of "revival." When you really stop and think about it, how much of what "revivalists" have said is preach
ing grounded in the Scripture?
I think this is perhaps why it seems Ravenhill was led astray near the end of his life by false prophets like Paul Cain and
such. I mean, my God, by the end of his life he was pretty much singing the praises of these false prophets and you can
see him being manipulated by them all throughout his Aneheim series on revival. They were able to flatter his desire, lik
ening him unto Simeon of Luke 2, saying that before he would die that he would see the revival he longed for. Sadly, Ra
venhill never saw the revival he longed for.
On top of it, I think if we simply focus on "revival" we will have a tendency towards romanticism. I love Ravenhill and am
greatly indebted to him, but I think he tended to suffer from this problem as well. Read almost any of his books where h
e talks about prophets, and this will be evident if you actually examine the Scriptures closely. Prophets weren't God's cri
sis men for crisis situations. Such might preach, but it's bad theology.
I say instead of focusing simply on "revival" we simply need to focus on Christian living, and all aspects of that living. Th
ere are revival junkies, some perhaps on this forum's web site, who know nothing of victorious Christian living. Such is r
evival.
Re:, on: 2006/3/13 11:54
Quote:
-------------------------I say instead of focusing simply on "revival" we simply need to focus on Christian living, and all aspects of that living. There are revi
val junkies, some perhaps on this forum's web site, who know nothing of victorious Christian living. Such is revival.
-------------------------

Brother KJ... I could not even come close to putting the words together to express what you just posted. Amen amen am
en!
I was listening to Ravenhill mp3's from another site the other day, and I was kinda taken aback by how little of the scriptu
res he referenced while he preached. He used a verse here and a verse there as proof texts, but no real Bible teaching.
Just a lot of conjecturing.
Krispy
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Re: - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/13 12:25
Quote:
-------------------------I want revival so that God's glory will be shown and His name vindicated...for souls to be harvested.
-------------------------

I think you just answered yourself! You are jealous for His glory and thats what its about. We cant have revival if we dont
"ASK"!! We need a personal revival GREAT, but we need to pray and seek God that our cup would over flow into the ch
urch. Evan Roberts was consumed with revival until he had it, and every christian or church didnt just say 'well all I need
is personal revival' NO, NO they were consumed with it with brokeness & tears pleading with God....they didnt just wish t
his into being!! Its easy NOT to pray for revival because it doesnt cost anything.

Ravenhill said: "Revival must not be just a once-a-week concern in the midweek church prayer meeting...would any girl
become an opera singer by practicing once a week? NO! She must give herself to singing.

Quote:
-------------------------I was listening to Ravenhill mp3's from another site the other day, and I was kinda taken aback by how little of the scriptures he refe
renced while he preached. He used a verse here and a verse there as proof texts, but no real Bible teaching. Just a lot of conjecturing
-------------------------

Ravenhill saw and had real revival in a church...have we?? If I want to learn how to be a world champ at golf....I'll listen
with open ears to Tiger Woods...(I dont golf)
Krisp, I know what your saying but when or if I pray 8-10 hours like Ravenhill a day maybe I'll see things in a new light....
I wouldnt say anything bad about John Wesley...how could I. These men payed a price that many of us who live in Ame
rica are not willing to pay.
Re: - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/13 15:23
Quote:
------------------------- it is actually interesting to see how little the Scriptures really treat the topic of "revival." When you really stop and think about it, how
much of what "revivalists" have said is preaching grounded in the Scripture?
-------------------------

Well, I continue to disagree with you but I count you as a brother...
I've read every book, every video + videos most people dont have, lots & lot of audio sermons, and you say not enough
bible?? I say different.

Quote:
-------------------------I think this is perhaps why it seems Ravenhill was led astray near the end of his life by false prophets like Paul Cain
-------------------------

Led astray!!??? When I look at a giant like this.. I dont shoot from the hip...no,no..... "All things work together"
You know its like those ministers who came to his home (Martha told this) and Ravenhill was still sleeping....Martha nev
er told them why he was still sleeping (up praying all night) and those ministers think what kind of preacher is this sleepi
n in, and telling others to do the opposite?? Those ministers wernt to fond then...
Thank God Ravenhill never lived to impress men!!!
Maybe we should try that!!??? ;-)
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Re: - posted by murdog (), on: 2006/3/13 16:00
I think Ravenhill is one of the best teachers we have had and the burden he had for the Church was something we could
all benefit from. The bible might not use the term revival but it is definitely a theme. Old and New Testament. 1 Chronicl
es 15:4 But in their distress they turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, and He was found by them. These people sought
God wholeheartedly and were rewarded. If you want a revival for His glory and for people to be saved what is wrong wit
h that? I can only reckon myself dead to the flesh and pray for others to come to the same place.
Murray

Re: Idolatrous craving for revival - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/13 16:11
Quote:
-------------------------Do you think that many of us, especially on this website, seek Revival more than God?
-------------------------

This is a risky question because it asks for our opinion - and that is dangerous ground to tred. We might not see the way
God sees.
I once heard a revival preacher say, "You can start worshipping revival without knowing it."
And that, I fully agree with. In James it says that desires can lead us astray - into sin. It is our desires that cause us to fa
ll prey to temptations. And Satan knows just what we want, and can mimic it with the most ideal temptations.
A desire for revival, though, in itself, is not wrong, can be tainted with faulty desires. ex, we want something awesome to
happen, something that is exciting, we want things to "turn out right", we want something that we can write about, that m
akes our church wonderful, get more members, etc etc.
There can be a longing in our heart that yearns for somthing that we do not have, cannot have, but we feel we must hav
e it in order to feel secure in our topsy turvey world, to validate our prayers, give us the optimal religious experience, bet
ter fellowship .... or whatever.
Our "burden" for revival can cause us to miss the obvious - what God is doing under our noses, though in very quiet, uni
mpressive ways. Idolatrous yearning for revival will side track us an cause us to neglect our present responsibilites.
Faulty desires can be very suble and unconscious, not obvious like those who run here and there to "revival" meetings,
renewal meetings or whatever. (even then, we must be very careful how we judge, for God is quite able to use even fault
y desires)
Scripture tells us to be content, wait patiently, trust in God's timing, continue being disciples and love those who are in
our lives right now - even the "unrevived" ones.
To rest in the Lord, yet feel a burden for revival - that is our challenge.
Have you ever thought that God might answer our prayers in the next generation?
Diane
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by Compton (), on: 2006/3/13 19:08
Quote:
-------------------------I read a little Oswald Chambers this morning over Surrender...and I truly think that I have sought Revival and Ministry more than the
face of God these past few months.
-------------------------

One of Owswald Chambers writing gifts is his ability to identify the fat in our faith. When reading him he always seems to
have my number if I am seeking mountain top experiences, or living off my own enthusiasm rather then depending soley
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on Christ...even during the dull times.
In fact many of us Christians don't even feel permission to go through mundane or dull times. We've been sold some CC
M hype that God needs to always be doing a "New Thang" and if our lives aren't poppin' like microwave popcorn then w
e are not experiencing the fullness of Christ.
Quote:
-------------------------...instead of focusing simply on "revival" we simply need to focus on Christian living, and all aspects of that living.
-------------------------

I like this common sense statement! In following a physical workout routine I sometimes feel uninspired or unmotivated b
y lack of progress to reach my goals. I have to remind myself, "I'm not building a body...I'm building a way of life and the
body will follow."
I think Romans 12 describes the "way of life" for the Christian. It says nothing about revival per se...in fact much of it sou
nds downright unexciting. Yet if this is how we live our lives before the Lord, the Body will become manifestly "revived".
Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.
Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;
Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.
Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.
Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.
Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in you
r own conceits.
Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord.
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his
head.
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2006/3/14 1:56
Good point.
Would you know revival is often precipitated by a crises in an individuals life? (I am talking about personal revival..it has
to begin there before it can go any further). This can be a severe one...are you ready for that?
So the simple answer to revival is for one to get close to God and be willing to be obedient to whatever he calls you to, w
hether you like it or not. I have the feeling Abraham was not jumping up and down and shouting "Praise the LORD!" whe
n God asked him to go sacrifice his son Isaac...and as a result he is held up as an example of a man of faith.
ginnyrose
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Re: - posted by murdog (), on: 2006/3/14 9:59
Well put, Roadsign!
Murray
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/14 10:31
interesting brethren
it seems to me Ravenhill was given a burden for revival more than most of us and while he didn't live to see it it seems h
e remained obedient to that to the end. but somehow i think that the day to day living of the Christian life is a revival, a re
turn to what and where we should be, like bro kingjimmy said, it's victorious Christian living. that's what revival is, a retur
n to what God has called us to be and we are on the verge of the final one.
in as much as Ravenhill may appeared (or was indeed) led astray toward the end of his life by false prophets, someone
said that all things work together for the good...that's the bottom line.
we all have different burdens that the Lord gives us and we should be obedient to the carrying of those and also living as
we should.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/3/14 10:48
Sister Diane wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------Our "burden" for revival can cause us to miss the obvious - what God is doing under our noses, though in very quiet, unimpressive
ways. Idolatrous yearning for revival will side track us an cause us to neglect our present responsibilites.
-------------------------

Matt. 20:1 Â“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vin
eyard. 2 Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went
out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and said to them, Â“You also go into the vine
yard, and whatever is right I will give you.Â’ So they went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and di
d likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to them, Â“Why have you
been standing here idle all day?Â’ 7 They said to him, Â“Because no one hired us.Â’ He said to them, Â‘You also go into
the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.Â’
Matt. 20:8 Â“So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, Â‘Call the laborers and give the
m their wages, beginning with the last to the first.Â’ 9 And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, th
ey each received a denarius. 10 But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise
received each a denarius. 11 And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner, 12 saying, Â“Thes
e last men have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the
day.Â’ 13 But he answered one of them and said, Â“Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a d
enarius? 14 Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not lawful for
me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?Â’ 16 So the last will be first, and the fir
st last. For many are called, but few chosen.Â”
I get the sense that we often want to be those that are spoken of in the parable above:
6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to them, Â“Why have you been stan
ding here idle all day?Â’
We have no desire to be those that were first hired. I know of a church where the pastor continues to hope for the works
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of the Spirit and sets up meetings, to enable God, to work in those meetings. Yet this same pastor preaches nothing of
what it means to walk with Jesus. Only Jesus loves you so, so, so, much. Come and enter into the promise of heaven.
The sheep continue in their old ways and have not learned of the ways that God loves. The substance of what they hop
e for is found in the things that they can see. They learn nothing of seperation from this world.
So in a way, revival becomes another crutch to those who are in bondage to sin.
In Christ
Jeff
Re: - posted by saltlicker20 (), on: 2006/3/14 12:27
Quote:
-------------------------So in a way, revival becomes another crutch to those who are in bondage to sin.
-------------------------

Well phrased Brother Jeff....never thought of it quite like that.

On another note...can someone please explain to me the deal with Ravenhill being led astray by false prophets toward t
he end of his life? I have never heard this and would like to know what happened.
In His,
DO
I Pet 4:2
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by g3jedi, on: 2006/3/14 16:41
Revival is not something God holds back waiting for special times and circumstances. In fact it is not abnormal at all. At l
east from God's point of view it's not. We think what happens when we experience revival is abnormal and that is a sad i
ndicator of our knowledge of Him, or rather our lack of knowledge of Him. According to 2 Chronicles 7 it is a return to nor
mal. Not normal from our point of view, but from God's. There is much talk about revival but little evidence of it and that
means we still refuse to see things from His point of view.
A large part of the problem is that people have different things in mind when they talk about revival. Most people think of
miracles and large numbers of people coming to Christ as revival. These things are not revival. They happen as results
of revival. People begin to pray for these things thinking that they are revival and miss the point.
What is revival? Revival is when God's people, who are called by His name, humble themselves, pray, seek His face, a
nd turn from their sin. In other words, confession and repentence. God told Solomon that when He shut up the heavens
and there was no rain, when the locusts devoured the land, and there was pestilence among His people, it was because
of sin.
There is idolotry, but not revival idolotry. There is a desire to see the inspiring things (like miracles) without paying the pr
ice of repentence. All we really want is the warm fuzzies. A desire for true revival is one that yearns for God to reveal all
sin so that it can be confessed and turned from. It is a desire to live a holy life, a desire for Jesus to live His life in us.
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/14 17:17
I have studied revivals from first century onward, and you always trace it back to an individual praying or a group of peop
le praying FOR IT!! "ASK and you shall recieve"
I dont mind using the word revival because it gives a sense of what direction we need...I dont want to give a 1 page essa
y to describe revival...we just say revival, or new test. christianity. When I was licensed years ago to be a pastor I had to
sit down with a board of ministers from the state....they asked me what is your goal in the next 10 years or so...at 24 yea
rs old I said without thinking 'I want to get back to the new test. church'.....I still years later...this is still my longing...reviva
l!
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When we pull out the old books like: Bounds, Finney, Moody, Tozer, Roberts, Smith, Hyde, ECT... They all longed for re
vival!! I long to see a church walk in the power of the Spirit and "CONTINUE" as the disciples did...revival. I long to see t
he glory of God in church not just one or 2 weeks but continually. I dont care if they believe in speaking in tounges, or if t
hey believed once saved always saved ect...
Richard Owen Roberts said: "Revival is when heaven is nearest" Like he said also 'what christian wouldnt long for that!!'
YES,YES what christian wouldnt long for that!!!

Re: - posted by habakkuk3 (), on: 2006/3/14 17:47
I can understand the tendency to look for "revival" but I see revival as I consciously and intentionally surrendering every
area of my life to Jesus. It's not a finished deal yet in my heart but that's what I'm seeing happening and it's been a lengt
hy letting go process. I pray your heart hasn't been as hard as mine because it repeatedly has to be broken...
I've read about revival and it seems as though the same thing happens in revival, although the time to give everything ov
er to Jesus is greatly shortened.
It's not an emotional experience but a conscious letting go of all sin, much of it which goes back to childhood. The reviv
al is simply the fruit as there's nothing between the heart of Jesus and my heart because everything has been given over
to Him.
It's not my money, my time, etc. it all belongs to Jesus. I would think that a revival without Jesus wouldn't really be a revi
val would it? Perhaps I'm missing something.
Re: God's revival - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/14 18:26
Quote:
-------------------------I have studied revivals from first century onward, and you always trace it back to an individual praying or a group of people praying
FOR IT!! "ASK and you shall recieve"
-------------------------

And yet, I have to say that in the past 10 years there has been a lot of praying for revival - many more than just one pers
on. Now are we all defective in our prayers, or is God indeed doing the work of revival in his way and time. Well, to me it
is just the opposite. I'm seeing all kinds of people fall away, stray, I see the church moving further away from God.
I think part of the revial process is the preparation for it - and God only knows how long that is to be.
And even then, I believe that God can overrule man's resistance in a flash. Look at the amazing testimonies during reviv
als - the amazing sweep of God's hand. I have come to believe that without this happening again, we will not be able to
sustain the Christian faith - as it is meant to be, for long. We need divine intervention.
Even though we may define revival as a simple condition of personal obedience, I believe there is also a time when God
supernaturlly "rends the heavens" and comes down in holy fire. Certainly history has proven that - and that is what we lo
ng for.
The only problem is, we start expecting revival to look certain ways that they are not. And people capitolize on our year
ning for revival and sell revival caps, t-shirts, and CD's.
Wouldn't you want to be identified as a yearner of revival - and wear a cap so that everybody can know..... Oh.... maybe
you'd rather wear a cap that says "God-chasers".
In all seriousness, to me this writer, Becky McLendon has a good understanding of Revival: It's messy
(http://www.thewayback.net/articles/welcometorevival.htm) Welcome to Revival
Diane
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/14 21:26
Quote:
------------------------Well, I continue to disagree with you but I count you as a brother...
I've read every book, every video + videos most people dont have, lots & lot of audio sermons, and you say not enough bible?? I say different.
-------------------------

I'm simply sayin sometimes revivalists such as Ravenhill don't preach much from the scripture. Sometimes he does a lot
of stuff straight from the Scripture, but, frankly, sometimes he seems more interested in quoting Wesley or Finney.

Quote:
------------------------Led astray!!??? When I look at a giant like this.. I dont shoot from the hip...no,no..... "All things work together"
-------------------------

Yes, Led astray. He was manipulated like a puppet on a string. If you knew much of anything about individuals like Pau
l Cain and a lot of the "prophets" that were at that Anaheim meeting Ravenhill spoke at, and listened to how they pulled
his strings (e.g. telling him what to pray for, getting him to sing their praises, etc), then you would conclude it as well. Do
n't let your admiration for Ravenhill keep you from discerning flaws when they are so evident. This is no shooting from t
he hip here.

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/14 21:33
Quote:
------------------------Ravenhill saw and had real revival in a church...have we??
-------------------------

Ravenhill was never part of anything larger than individual church revivals. To my knowledge, he never partook of a revi
val that shook a city or nation. There have been many such revivals, and without a doubt, I'd say some on this message
board have partook of such.
Don't get me wrong, Ravenhill was quite a powerful minister. But considering all the praying he did (10+ hours a day for
probably most of his life), he never saw what he was praying for. As important as revival is, it would seem it doesn't sim
ply come through prayer and fasting.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/14 21:37
Quote:
------------------------On another note...can someone please explain to me the deal with Ravenhill being led astray by false prophets toward the end of his life? I have never
heard this and would like to know what happened.
-------------------------

Listen to the Aneheim Revival meetings Ravenhill spoke out with all the false prophets he was rubbing elbows with. If y
ou know much of anything about the "prophetic movement," you should know right off bat that most if not all these folks
he was speaking with were false. What's more alarming is that none of these "prophets" would even come close the des
cription Ravenhill gave of what a "prophet" was.
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Re: Ravenhill - influenced? - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/14 22:28
Quote:
-------------------------Listen to the Aneheim Revival meetings Ravenhill spoke out with all the false prophets he was rubbing elbows with.
-------------------------

How did Ravenhill's associations with these "false folks" actually influence him to go astray? What false teachings did he
adopt and promote?
How old was he when this happened? What might have "pulled" him off course?
I was once at a Kathrine Kualman crusade and sang in her choir. But one can't assume that I was led astray by her, just
because of that. Could it be so with Ravenhill?
Diane

Re: - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/14 22:55
Quote:
-------------------------Ravenhill was never part of anything larger than individual church revivals. To my knowledge, he never partook of a revival that sho
ok a city or nation.
-------------------------

I dont know if you knew but Ravenhill was a pastor and had a real revival in his church!?
You see thats why we have to be careful of what we say about men of God....
Re: - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/14 22:59
Quote:
-------------------------I'm simply sayin sometimes revivalists such as Ravenhill don't preach much from the scripture. Sometimes he does a lot of stuff stra
ight from the Scripture, but, frankly, sometimes he seems more interested in quoting Wesley or Finney
-------------------------

I totally agree we must always "preach the word" but God has used in the past just simple testimonies of past revivals to
bring real revival to churches....
Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/14 23:49
Thanks Diane for drawing our attention to "preparing for it."
What do we mean by revival anyway? Are we discussing a renewed interest in religion? Are we refering to resuscitation
of someone who is dead? Personally I view renewed interest in religion as simply moving from one form of death to ano
ther.
Jesus said in John 10:10 "I came that they may have life, and may have (it) abundantly." ASV
I have heard messages preached that this abundant life is having more things, just like the Joneses next door. Did Jesu
s come that we may have more of the same old same old?
John 17:3 "And this is life eternal , that they should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou didst send, (even)
Jesus Christ." ASV
The abundant life that Jesus came to give is an extraordinary, personal, intimate, experiential knowledge of the Father a
nd the Son.
Maybe the reason we desire 'revival' so much is that it is simply an IV of the life of God that He intends for us to experien
ce everyday. If we perceive the presence of God as something that comes and goes based on prayer or good preachin
g then we will be starving much of the time. The promise of God to followers of the Lord, Jesus Christ, is, "If a man love
me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." John
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14:23 ASV
The point being as we walk in obedience to the revelation of the Word of God that we have received, there will be a grea
ter perception of the presence of the One, who said, "I will never leave you or forsake you." It is not God who comes an
d goes but our ability to perceive Him.
Luke 8:18 "Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not , from
him shall be taken away even that which he thinketh he hath." ASV
If we are not diligent to obey the voice of God in the truth that He has already revealed, then we surrender ourselves to a
thicker veil limiting our perception of His glory.
If we are talking about 'revival' among those who are not in the Body of Christ yet, then may I suggest that we join Jesus
in praying, John 17:20-21
20 Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word;
21 that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, (art) in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: that the world m
ay believe that thou didst send me. ASV
It is unity of the Body under the control of the Head which will cause the world to hunger and thirst for righteousness. O
ur best human efforts will not produce the unity of the Body. We must understand with Jesus that only the Father can pr
oduce unity in the Body of Christ by infusing it with His love.
John 13:35 "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." ASV
When we surrender to the Spirit of God to form in us the image of the Son such that we value other believers, because J
esus is in them, in spite of doctrinal differences, and express that value in honor prefering one another, then the world wi
ll see something worth being revived about.
Let us drink minute by minute of His eternal life by acting upon the Word He has already spoken into our spirits and rece
ive fresh revelation of His abiding presence and love.
Jeff

Re: - posted by g3jedi, on: 2006/3/15 0:03
J. Edwin Orr, Leonard Ravenhill, and many other preachers that you can hear on this site said that any church could exp
erience revival at any time. They said that it depends on the people of God repenting. They were only repeating what G
od said in scripture. In 2 Chronicles 7 God put the ball in our court. The only reason anyone needs revival is bacause of
disobedience to God. In medicine, who needs to be revived? Someone dead or almost dead. If you don't like the term
revival, the Old Testament uses the term renewal. What needs to be renewed? Something that is old, worn out, not fre
sh. Revival is not something special that God blesses us with as we live out a "normal" Christian life.
The reason the process leading to revival is long is because the church in America is very comfortable. Look at the top
of this page. See the quote by Stephen Olford? We are not desparate as a people. There might be desparate people s
cattered throughout the church but the church as a whole is not desparate.
Our problem is that we think that the way things are is normal. Look at Acts chapter 2 and you will see what is normal.
We are mediocre at best compared to that.
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Re: - posted by Bomar, on: 2006/3/15 0:09
Quote:
-------------------------Sometimes I think there is an unhealthy focus on "revival" by many.
-------------------------

Amen. This strong desire for "revival" almost ruint my entire ability to minister anything. To simply share the gospel, or
give an open air sermon, or a small Bible study, I felt like a failure because the rushing wind simply wasn't shaking the w
alls.
The failure I perceived led me to extreme discouragement. Since being healed of that, I now look to Jesus, and just try t
o make a difference wherever I can - even if people aren't falling on their faces under my preaching (although many wer
e convicted and motivated - I just couldn't live with such meager results as those).
Just my 2 cents.

Re: - posted by TonyS (), on: 2006/3/15 0:36
Bomar,
I know Finney is well received here on SI and I write this only with trepidation. But it is very possible your thoughts have
been shared by others, more well known through the years.
I have read accounts that evangelical Christianity virtually disappeared from western New York in Charles G. Finney's
own lifetime. Even considering Finney's accounts of glorious revivals, most of the vast region of New England where he
held his revival campaigns fell into a permanent spiritual coldness during Finney's lifetime and more than a hundred
years later still has not emerged from that condition.
The Western half of New York became known as "the burnt-over district," some have attributed this to the negative
effects of the revivalist movement that culminated in Finney's work there. Even Finney himself spoke of "a burnt district"
in his Memoirs, and he wrote of the absence of any lasting fruit from his evangelistic efforts, when he said : I was often i
nstrumental in bringing Christians under great conviction, and into a state of temporary repentance and faith . . . . falling
short of urging them up to a point, where they would become so acquainted with Christ as to abide in Him, they would of
course soon relapse into their former state.
One of FinneyÂ’s associates Asa Mahan wrote:Â“During ten years, hundreds, and perhaps thousands, were annually re
ported to be converted on all hands; but now it is admitted, that real converts are comparatively few. It is declared, even
by himself, that "the great body of them are a disgrace to religion"
He also added: Â“that everyone who was concerned in these revivals suffered a sad subsequent lapse: the people were
left like a dead coal which could not be reignited; the pastors were shorn of all their spiritual power; and the evangelistsÂ
—"among them all," he says, "and I was personally acquainted with nearly every one of themÂ—I cannot recall a single
man, brother Finney and father Nash excepted, who did not after a few years lose his unction, and become equally disq
ualified for the office of evangelist and that of pastor."
I am curious to hear from others what your studies may have revealed concerning any of this? I cannot help but wonder i
f this compares in any way to so many of our contemporary Evangelists and the extraordinary claims that are never subs
tantiated. But when the Minister himself concedes that there was very little fruit from his efforts, I donÂ’t know exactly wh
at to make of it.
I do know this Bomar, GodÂ’s Word will not return void. Even when we do not Â“seeÂ” the results that we think (or other
s)think we should be seeing as you mentioned. Can it be enough for us to simply take our place in the work of the Gosp
el, for some that will mean planting seed, for others to water, for others to nurture and for others to harvest. And first and
foremost before any work is attempted, is for us to be desirous to walk in the Spirit, having the mind of Christ, only that H
e might increase as we decrease.
blessings,
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tonys
Resources used:
1)B. B. Warfield, Studies in Perfectionism, 2 vols. (New York: Oxford, 1932)
2)On Revivals of Religion: A Review of Charles G. Finney, by Albert Dod.
3)Memoirs Of Revivals Of Religion, Charles G. Finney

Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by armyofchrist, on: 2006/3/15 3:32
Hi all, I don't post much on here, but after reading this I felt compelled to reply.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you think that many of us, especially on this website, seek Revival more than God?
-------------------------

I used to struggle with myself. I listened to my first Ravenhill sermon about a year ago and I've never been the same sin
ce. I've listened to many other sermons of his since then. My prayer life has completely changed. I've grown closer in my
walk with God than ever in my life. I have desired God and revival and, well, this did become a problem for me. The que
stion kept lingering in my mind:
Just what is it that we should be seeking--God or revival?
Ravenhill adequately answers this question in the Revival Forum video. And it totally clicked in my mind when I heard it.
Revival is God!
Revival is not just a whole bunch of people getting saved, it's God coming down in His glory.
Leonard Ravenhill made it clear. We're not supposed to be seeking revival, we're supposed to be seeking God!
"What does it say in Malachi? 'The Lord whom ye seek...' We're not seeking Him, we're seeking revival, we're seeking h
ealing, we're seeking miracles. It's not that we need--if we get God we get all that's needed!"
As he put it, "The first commandment is not 'Thou shall be a soul-winner,' the first commandment is 'Thou shall love the
Lord with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength.'" We should seek God and His glory every day, and not be able to live
without His presence. The day that Christ's church awakens and starts longing for the Lord in this manner, we will see re
vival.
Re: Revial = true Salvation - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/15 8:04
The Scriptures that teach us how to live the Christian life are helpful to those who know God and are empowered by the
Spirit, are truly born again and set free. "you are free to be God's slaves" 1 Pet. 3:16 But I believe that the church as w
e see it is beyond that point. The reality, is the people (professing Christians) are UNABLE TO. And that is the first step
we must come to see. We as a church are fatally wounded Â– and canÂ’t even to see our need for divine healing (true s
alvation):
Jeremiah said:
"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure." Jer. 17:9
Joshua pronounced this same fatal diagnosis in his farewell address to Israel: "'You are not able to serve the Lord.'
However, the people (all younger than him) couldnÂ’t see this fatal diagnosis of their hearts:
Â”But the people said to Joshua,
'No! We WILL serve the Lord and obey him'
Then Joshua, who had lived long enough to know the futility of such good intensions said, 'You are witnesses against yo
urselves
that you have chosen to serve the Lord." Joshua 24:19 -24.
Isaiah pronounced the same fatal diagnosis on the rebellious nation of Israel by referring to them as a wounded body:
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Your whole head is injured,
your whole heart is afflicted.
From the soul of your foot to the top of your head,
there is no soundness only wounds and welts and open sores,
not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with oil. Is. 1:5,6
Jeremiah told Israel:
"Your wound is incurable,
your injury beyond healing.
There is no one to plead your cause,
no remedy for your sore, no healing for you." Jer. 30:12
Paul even recognized the fatal condition in himself:
I know I am rotten through and through
so far as my old sinful nature is concerned.
No matter which way I turn,
I cannot make myself do right." Rom. 7:18 NLB
Clearly, we CANNOT live the Christian life. We cannot bring about revival. We need divine enlightenment and empower
ment.
I believe that scripture clearly teaches that without GodÂ’s intervention the Church would cease to exist. Redeemed life i
s not genetically transferred. What is transferred, however, is the form of godliness Â– through social conditioning. And,
sadly, we highly value that.
The church will never recognize its fatal diagnosis unless God himself reveals it. And he will, no doubt when we feel the
full effects of our fatal diagnosis and are ready to cry out to him in desperation, saying, Â“Lord, save me, help me, I CA
NÂ’TÂ”
As of yet, I believe that we are just like Israel was in JoshuaÂ’s day,declaring: Â“We WILL serve the Lord.Â’
If you question this deception, just study the words of most of our contemporary songs.
Diane

Re: - posted by saltlicker20 (), on: 2006/3/15 9:52
Bomar wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------Amen. This strong desire for "revival" almost ruint my entire ability to minister anything. To simply share the gospel, or give an open
air sermon, or a small Bible study, I felt like a failure because the rushing wind simply wasn't shaking the walls.
-------------------------

Man....amen brother. When I first became a full time minister, I became so discouraged when I didn't see this great mov
ement that I had made up in my mind. Praise God for just being obedient to Him as the standard, and nothing else that
can come from our hands.
In His,
DO
I Pet 4:2
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Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/15 10:07
Amen brother DO!
1 Cor 3:5-7
5 What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? Ministers through whom ye believed; and each as the Lord gave to him.
6 I planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
7 So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. ASV
What a freedom in ministry came when He showed me that my responsibility is to faithfully do whatever he tells me and
not concern myself with the results. I can take no credit for His increase and take no guilt or shame if I see nothing, if I h
ave been faithful. Some fruit will come after I am long departed but His reward is for faithful obedience not fruit count!
Jeff
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/15 11:45
Quote:
------------------------How did Ravenhill's associations with these "false folks" actually influence him to go astray? What false teachings did he adopt and promote?
How old was he when this happened? What might have "pulled" him off course?
-------------------------

I'm not really sure how far their influence made on him in this latter part of his life. All I know is that in one of his sermon
s he refers to one of these individuals as a good friend, which is very shocking. If I recall correctly, the Aneheim series
was in the last year or two of his life.
I hope the only thing that "pulled him off course" was his old age and perhaps him not being all mentally there.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/15 11:54
Quote:
------------------------Quote:
------------------------Ravenhill was never part of anything larger than individual church revivals. To my knowledge, he never partook of a revival that shook a city or nation.
-------------------------

I dont know if you knew but Ravenhill was a pastor and had a real revival in his church!?
-------------------------

Did you actually read what I said? Notice I said he experienced revival at the local church level, but nothing anymore th
an that e.g. city-wide, nationally, etc.
Not to discourage people from praying for revival or speaking on revival, but it seems despite all of Ravenhill's praying fo
r revival and encouraging on revival, he never saw it outside the local church level. And frankly, as wonderful as this is, i
t is rather common.
It is also interesting to see, to my limited knowledge of Ravenhill, that this only occurred in his early years. The later part
of his life seems to be absent of seeing revival even at the local level.
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/15 12:21
I would also like to say, as wonderful as the sermons and books of individuals like Ravenhill have been in my walk, I mu
st say I don't have a great interest in hearing too much more of his sermons and such.
Frankly, as much as the messages of no compromise and revival are needed, they simply are not going to give one eno
ugh meat to live the victorious Christian life. Frankly, such messages aren't really meat, but are milk. Hebrews acknowl
edges this as such:
Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a found
ation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, an
d the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.
Most of "revival" preaching such as Ravenhill and the like talked about focuses on laying a foundation of repetnance and
faith towards God, and talking about eternal judgment. And no doubt, such messages ARE needed. And no matter how
much we mature in the Lord, we will need to be reminded of these things, just as Peter said (2 Peter 1:12-15).
But frankly, one will have a hard time living the victorious Christian life if all one hears is "repent, we need revival, Jesus i
s coming, we need to look at things in light of eternity, we need to pray more!" As great as these things are, they are onl
y the basics. And yes, these basics still challenge me!
But there is so much more and more meaty things to chew on. This is what I like about men like A.W. Tozer. He had a l
ot to say on revival and such. However, at the same time he was able to dig into the depths of the Scriptures, and teach
on them. I would imagine that many of those who sat under Tozer's ministry were very sound and balanced Christians.
And as history seems to testify to, those who simply sit under revivalists seldom seem to endure in the faith, let alone re
ach maturity.
Re: - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/15 12:25
Quote:
------------------------- I don't have a great interest in hearing too much more of his sermons and such.
-------------------------

At least we know now. :-)
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/15 12:55
Quote:
------------------------At least we know now
-------------------------

Well, I say this after listening to nearly 75% if not more of his sermons on here, and reading every book he wrote.
Re: - posted by Tears_of_joy, on: 2006/3/15 16:28
Quote:
-------------------------I must say I don't have a great interest in hearing too much more of his sermons and such.
-------------------------

Thank you for the acknowledgement.
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Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/3/15 16:34
Quote:
-------------------------Do you think that many of us, especially on this website, seek Revival more than God?
-------------------------

I think your right. I am tired of hearing that we need revival. Revival for what, Souls? What about God? God knows who
will be saved and who will not, leave that part to Him. But in the meantime, He just wants us to have a relationship with
Him. Souls will be placed in our path, He is the one who leads and directs the righteous does He not.
I truly don't care about anything but this one thing, to know my heavenly Father, thats all I want. Souls are not my priority
, I am sorry if that offends anyone, but I've been in this too long and seen alot of stupid things in the name of churchanity
, and when you get sick of all that, all there is left is just knowing the LORD, nothing else matters. Be critical, I am not int
erested.
Revivals, they are like spit fires, here and there, but they don't last. A true move of God will be lasting, it so grips the soul
of man that all desires for the flesh become loathsome and the word of God become his delight. We have the power to h
ave continous revival, but how many of us are willing to seperate ourselves from serving others and only give ourselves t
o the word of God and prayer? I am not, but ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhh, I long to be. But you see, I am like alot of people that c
ome to this site, I am caught up with the things of this world. Just busy busy busy, running to and fro the earth and going
nowhere. Be critical, I am not interested in your opinion.
Karl
;-)
Re:, on: 2006/3/15 17:43
There has not been one serious revival in America since 1900. Nor will there be one in the future. And there is a reason
for that.
It's called Bible versions.
Think I'm wrong? Name one serious revival in America since 1900, other than false revivals like Brownsville or Toronto...
etc.
Krispy
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/15 18:51
bro Krispy
you wrote

Quote:
------------------------KrispyKrittr wrote:
There has not been one serious revival in America since 1900. Nor will there be one in the future. And there is a reason for that.
It's called Bible versions.
Think I'm wrong? Name one serious revival in America since 1900, other than false revivals like Brownsville or Toronto... etc.
Krispy
-------------------------

i know you're wrong on both counts.there is coming a revival here in America and indeed the world. the reason for there
not being any revivals here since 1900 is not because of bible versions (really i'm not sure how big of a role that played)
but rather because people have not been seeking the Lord earnestly and we have hindered the Lord's Holy Spirit by all
manner of things, our programs, theologies and all sort of other foolishnes which quenched(s)and grieved(s) the Holy Sp
irit. also we are too busy with other things, entertaining ourselves and so on.
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edit:
in addition bro Rahman said on another thread in the news and intercession section that a lot of people will be at this cel
ebration of the azusa st centennial coming up. Jakes, dollar, paula white and a bunch of others will be there to celebrate
this yet none of these people are advocating any sort of move to seek the Lord for Him to pour out His Spirit afresh coz
we know we need Him. noone has suggested we fall on our faces and repent and seek the Lord, instead we marvel at w
hat was instead of seeking the Lord for what He wants to do in and through us now and in future.
this revival which is coming will be as a result of the Lord reducing whatever it is we hold dear to tatters such that there
will be nothing else to do save for seeking Him. all the things we pride ourselves in are set to be destroyed so that those
who would seek the Lord earnestly will indeed do so and those who are not about God's business will jump ship. the chu
rch organization as we know it, our economy, military might and revered governmental system is set to be reduced to sh
reds to compel us to seek God and His revival. of course this also serves the purpose of preparing the way for the antich
rist but out of the suffering which is ahead there will come out of it a Church without spot or wrinkle such as Christ is retu
rning for (we're not about to be raptured till we're cleaned and purified so we will suffer persecution)and a people after th
e very heart of God.
Re: - posted by ANewInHim, on: 2006/3/15 19:06
Healingwaters,
Quote:
I truly don't care about anything but this one thing, to know my heavenly Father, thats all I want. Souls are not my priority
, I am sorry if that offends anyone, but I've been in this too long and seen alot of stupid things in the name of churchanity
, and when you get sick of all that, all there is left is just knowing the LORD, nothing else matters. Be critical, I am not int
erested.
May we be so filled with the Spirit of God that sitting down next to someone would cause there to be repentance, that th
ey would have to confess there sins, recieve healing and forgiveness.
-ANewInHim
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by Yodi (), on: 2006/3/15 19:06
Maybe simply put, "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all those things shall be added to you"
(Matthew 6:33). Seeking the things of God I think could be the same as seeking Him. You seek the kingdom, that's see
king Him. You seek His righteousness, you seek Him. Then the life transformed, the personal revival, just may be the t
hing that's added unto you.
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/15 19:09
sis Yodi
Quote:
-------------------------Maybe simply put, "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all those things shall be added to you" (Matthew 6
:33). Seeking the things of God I think could be the same as seeking Him. You seek the kingdom, that's seeking Him. You seek His righteousness, you
seek Him. Then the life transformed, the personal revival, just may be the thing that's added unto you.
-------------------------

and that's the bottom line, seek ye first the kingdom of God...AMEN.
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/15 22:34
Quote:
------------------------There has not been one serious revival in America since 1900. Nor will there be one in the future. And there is a reason for that.
It's called Bible versions.
-------------------------

This is of course, absurd. Different bible versions have always existed in every culture, and revival has existed as well.
Shoot, the early church spread like wildfire when books like the Shepherd of Hermas were considered canonical by som
e.
Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/15 22:36
Brothers and sisters what do we mean by this 'Kingdom of God' that we are to seek? For so many today it seems to be
bigger buildings, bigger crowds, more territory.
Didn't Jesus tell Pilate in John 18:36 "My kingdom is not of this world"? ASV If it is not of this world what is it of?
Jesus Christ came to be first and foremost King of the hearts of men. When we seek the Kingdom of God we seek to en
throne Him in our hearts. Revival comes when I surrender to His right to reign in my heart.
When I pray "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven" I am asking Him to establish His rule in m
y heart such that His will is done, His voice obeyed, by me just as it is done in Heaven.
Jeff
Re:, on: 2006/3/16 6:20
Quote:
-------------------------This is of course, absurd. Different bible versions have always existed in every culture, and revival has existed as well. Shoot, the e
arly church spread like wildfire when books like the Shepherd of Hermas were considered canonical by some.
-------------------------

Is it really absurd? I dont think so. Different Bible versions have certain existed in every culture, but based on what text?
Everywhere the manuscripts that eventually comprised the Textus Receptus went there was great revival and true Biblic
al Christianity. The Alexandrian Text, and the manuscripts used to make up the Latin Vulgate produced the Roman Cath
olic Church, oppression and suppression of God's Word.
The Reformation was brought about by men who translated the Bible, not from the Latin Vulgate, but from the Textus Re
ceptus. The Antioch text (now called the Textus Receptus) has always been around, and there were true Bible believers
all thru history before the Reformation. Of course they were persecuted and murdered by the RCC. The great revivals in
America's history were brought based on Bibles translated from the Textus Receptus.
Thats a fact.
Someone mentioned Azusa Street. I reject that as a revival because of the numerous false doctrines that it was based o
n and that have come out of it.
I stand on what I said... no serious revival has taken place in America since the turn of the century and the arrival of mo
dern versions based on corrupted texts. (Notice I said in America... God is moving in other parts of the world)
Krispy
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Re:, on: 2006/3/16 6:35
Quote:
-------------------------people have not been seeking the Lord earnestly and we have hindered the Lord's Holy Spirit by all manner of things, our programs
, theologies and all sort of other foolishnes which quenched(s)and grieved(s) the Holy Spirit. also we are too busy with other things, entertaining oursel
ves and so on.
-------------------------

I dont disagree with this... I think you are right. I know I come across as saying that Bible versions is the sole reason, but
we have to ask ourselves this question: What has caused this country to become so apathetic toward God?
Certainly riches is part of it. But this country has always been wealthy compared to other parts of the world. The apatheti
c attitude comes from many places... but I believe that most of it comes from an apathetic attitude toward the Word of G
od.
Any true supporter of modern versions is being intellectually dishonest if he/she says that they know with certainty that t
hey have the preserved Word of God in their hands. If they say that, then they are a liar because modern version not onl
y disagree with the Textus Receptus, they also disagree with each other.
So if they are honest they have to admit that they dont believe they have the true Word of God in their hands... the "pure
words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times."
Not believing we actually have God's Word in our hands can not help but produced a lax attitude toward it. Thus a lax att
itude toward God's Word produces lax Christians.
So then someone argues: How do we know? We dont have the originals anymore!
True... but God did not promise to preserve manuscripts. He promised to preserve His Words. There are numerous exa
mples in the OT of God writing His Word down a second time. Moses for example. I think God has a pretty good memor
y of what He said.
We do have God's preserved Word today. We can know with certainty that we do. But I'm one of a dying breed.
And until believers in this country realize that what is in the KJV is God's preserved Word, I believe there will be no great
revival in this country.
And before someone accuses me of being "KJV-O", let me state very clearly that I am in favor of a version being made i
n modern English... but only if it is based on the Textus Receptus alone, with no footnotes alluding to the differences bet
ween it and the Alexandrian Text. So far no one has. I could care less what is in or not in the Alexandrian Text. It's corru
pt, it's junk.
Krispy
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/16 9:46
bro Krispy
boy did yu ever come across as thinking that bible versions were solely responsible for the lack of revival...lol

Quote:
-------------------------Certainly riches is part of it. But this country has always been wealthy compared to other parts of the world. The apathetic attitude c
omes from many places... but I believe that most of it comes from an apathetic attitude toward the Word of God.
-------------------------

well i don't think America has always been wealthy compared to most places until recently in the last century. the British
for example had and still have a lot of wealth. the empire stretched over 60-70% of Africa which gave (and still gives)the
m access to untold amounts of natural resources. for example the largest diamond company in the world and indeed on
e of the first, the de beers company was founded by a guy named cecil rhodes after which rhodesia, later zimbabwe (wh
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ere i'm from) the rise of america as world power really began in the late 1800s. i must ask though if we are the wealthiest
nation how come we have the most debt? that still doesn't make sense to me...but i digress.

Quote:
-------------------------Any true supporter of modern versions is being intellectually dishonest if he/she says that they know with certainty that they have th
e preserved Word of God in their hands. If they say that, then they are a liar because modern version not only disagree with the Textus Receptus, they
also disagree with each other.
-------------------------

well i'm not sure how many people are even aware of the different textforms i dare say a small number.people are aware
however that things get lost in translation even from the perfect text. for example in my language, Shona there is no wor
d for soul so in some places it's translated as spirit and other places life which can be problematic. i'm not sure what text
this translation is based on but there are a host of other words in the greek or hebrew which have no equivelent in Shon
a but what is the same though is the Spirit of God through which His word is preserved. i'd been reading the n.i.v and go
od news version for some time before i learned of this textus receptus and all this other stuff and i still use those version
s and they haveno hindered my walk with God at all. in fact they have proven to me that it is the Spirit of God who minist
ers to us and reveals His word to us...well you know how i feel about this issue bro.
but anyway even if we did have the perfect text and we said so people would still say "and so, what's your point." having
the perfect text would no more convince anyone that the word of God is the word of God, only the Lord can convict one t
o believe thusly.

Quote:
-------------------------And until believers in this country realize that what is in the KJV is God's preserved Word, I believe there will be no great revival in t
his country.
-------------------------

huh? you know how i feel about this KJV-O issue. i use it on occasion. i find it cumbersome but the Lord is showing me
how to get around that by His Spirit. There will be no revival here until we are at a point of desperation such that we see
k the Lord earnestly and not half-step this...and that desperation is fast-coming.

Quote:
-------------------------And before someone accuses me of being "KJV-O", let me state very clearly that I am in favor of a version being made in modern E
nglish... but only if it is based on the Textus Receptus alone, with no footnotes alluding to the differences between it and the Alexandrian Text. So far n
o one has. I could care less what is in or not in the Alexandrian Text. It's corrupt, it's junk.
-------------------------

i think probably there are some believers who could care less what's in the textus receptus just as much as you're uncon
cerned for what's in the alexandrian texts. personally its of no consequence to me what's in them, i don't feel led of God t
o dig them up and study them so i'm not foolin with that. my concern is what is the Lord trying to minister to me by His S
pirit through this n.i.v., g.n.b. and k.j.v. He has me using. by virtue of the fact that the Lord has me use these 3 texts and
has not been hindered by them says to me His Spirit is the vehicle by which His word is preserved rather than the texts.
in short all this is a result of a lack of regard for the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit. we acknowledge Him in
word only rather than yield to Him who knows and does only the will of God.
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Re:, on: 2006/3/16 10:01
IRONMAN,
You and I do differ on this issue, and thats ok. I know you're saved and serving God. I hear what you're saying and you
do have good points.
But as for revival, I still hold my ground on what I said.
Did you know, for instance, that the KJV was not called the King James Version until 1929? Before that it was always
referred to as The Authorized Version. However, with the influx of new versions such as the RSV, sales were slack
because American publishers were competing with The Authorized Version. They felt they couldnt compete with that, s
o they began to call it the King James Version.
This was in 1929. Do you remember from history what else happened in America in 1929?
The stock market crash.
Coincidence? I dont think so.
So I do believe in what I have said on this thread about there being a connection between corrupt Bible versions and rev
ival in America.
Krispy
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/16 10:07
Quote:
------------------------Someone mentioned Azusa Street. I reject that as a revival because of the numerous false doctrines that it was based on and that have come out of it.
-------------------------

You reject the Azusa street revival as being from God? The Pentecostal movement has been the leading movement to
spread Christianity across the globe this past century. It is the most dynamic movement in all church history. More peo
ple have been saved as a result of the pentecostal movement in the past 100 years than in the 1900 years prior to it.
Don't toss the baby out with the bathwater just because all the doctrines espoused by those in the movement have not b
een right. There has not been one revival in all of history that had perfect doctrine or practice. Luther, Calvin, Spener, Z
wingly, Edwards, Zinzendorf, Whitefield, Wesley, etc., all had doctrine that wasn't correct, and often those that sat under
them were a bit more off than these great leaders.
As a Pentecostal, I don't even agree with all the things taught historically in classical pentecostalism, and some of the st
uff is just embarrasingly bad. But I still recognize a clear move of God when I see one. The same goes with Luther, Cal
vin, and all those of the reformed faith. Some of them had some pretty wacky doctrine, e.g. limited atonement, but likewi
se, I recognize the clear move of God still. Same goes with Wesley. I love Wesley, but I find his doctrine of christian per
fection to be way off in much of what he says, yet, if I could travel through history, I'd have stoped back in the mid 1700's
to hear him preach open air.
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Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/16 10:23
Quote:
------------------------Any true supporter of modern versions is being intellectually dishonest if he/she says that they know with certainty that they have the preserved Word
of God in their hands. If they say that, then they are a liar because modern version not only disagree with the Textus Receptus, they also disagree with
each other.
-------------------------

I know some Greek with almost a year's study of it under my belt, and have a couple "critical" additions of the Greek NT,
that will tell you exactly where all the "differences" are, and will tell you which of the thousands of manuscripts differ from
eachother. Yet, I am entirely confident we have the preserved word of God even in spite of the disagreements that som
e manuscripts have with eachother.
For that matter, not even all the manuscripts that compose the "received text" agree with eachother.
exts" do disagree with eachother, but, so do the one's from the TR.

So, the "modern t

The fact of the matter is (not counting small fragments of course), there is not one greek manuscript that agrees exactly
with any other greek manuscript. They all contain some sort of scribal error in them. To say otherwise is to be like an o
strich, with one's head in the sand.

Quote:
------------------------True... but God did not promise to preserve manuscripts. He promised to preserve His Words. There are numerous examples in the OT of God writing
His Word down a second time. Moses for example. I think God has a pretty good memory of what He said.
-------------------------

And notice this example you cite. There was a time in which God passed on His word to Moses, yet that word was ENTI
RELY destroyed. So, for a while, that word didn't exist in any manuscripts whatsoever. Granted, that was a short time,
and the word of God was written again.

Quote:
------------------------We do have God's preserved Word today. We can know with certainty that we do. But I'm one of a dying breed.
-------------------------

How do you know with certainty that the TR is the only preserved word of God today? It's entirely absurd to assert such,
for you won't find the Bible saying the TR is it. The same verses that promise the preserving of God's words found in the
KJV are also found in my NASB.

Quote:
------------------------And before someone accuses me of being "KJV-O", let me state very clearly that I am in favor of a version being made in modern English... but only if i
t is based on the Textus Receptus alone, with no footnotes alluding to the differences between it and the Alexandrian Text.
-------------------------

What about if somebody published a new translation based on the TR saying where the TR manuscripts disagree with e
achother? How would you feel about that?
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Re:, on: 2006/3/16 10:23
Quote:
-------------------------It is the most dynamic movement in all church history. More people have been saved as a result of the pentecostal movement in the
past 100 years than in the 1900 years prior to it.
-------------------------

Thats a bit of a stretch, brother. We'll just have to disagree on this one. Mind you, I'm not calling Pentacostal beliefs a fal
se religion. I dont believe it is, but I know quite a bit about Azusa Street since I was active in the AOG a number of years
, and there was some truly unscriptural things going on there when it happened.
Krispy
Re: Did you say no Bible, no revival?, on: 2006/3/16 10:34
You've got to be kidding Krispy, right?
No revival because of bible versions??
Forgive me while I laugh :-P.
Only the ultra religious will say that, namely Pharisees, I know your sane, but don't be insane.
Of course, uphold that which is true, but don't pull that one out of the hat, come on!
I am going to type somethings, but you've already made up your mind that your not going to listen, so we'll throw out
meekness because that ain't going to work here.
YOU DON'T NEED THE BIBLE TO BE SAVED

Oh man, did I say that? Oh thats blasphemy, crucify me upside down somebody.
There are literally thousands of people in other lands that don't have the priviledge of having a bible, but they have HEA
RD someone preaching someplace, perhaps on the radio, and they have received the message and believed. They walk
away from hearing that, changed.
God begins to lead them by speaking to them.
"Man shall not live by breadalone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
If that man doesn't have the letter, he'll live by the Spirit of God that speaks to him, which is far better.
Luke 10:42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
In fact that is the reason why there is no revival, too many bibles = too many opinions = divisions = denominations = sep
erations = hate.
In the early Church, they had to rely on the five fold ministry to be ministered to and the Spirit of God.
Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with si
gns following.
Highlighting, "The LORD working with them".
I like that don't you?
Judge Ye!
P.S. I will agree with you, there have been some crappy translations in the last few years, I wouldn't read them if you pai
d me. I know you don't agree with this, but there are good translations besides the KJV.
Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2006/3/16 10:38
Quote:
------------------------Thats a bit of a stretch, brother.
-------------------------

It's a historically true comment that is pretty well documented. It is estimated there are roughly 300-500 MILLION people
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on the face of this earth that would fall under the Pentecostal/Charismatic umbrella (I personally lean more towards the l
ower number myself). Granted, there are perhaps a lot of wacko's in that statistic, but even then, it would still dwarf anyt
hing else falling under the Christian faith. The only one claiming a larger number of adherents is Rome.
And indeed, not everything that happened at Azusa Street was biblical by any stretch of reasoning. It was not one big h
appy revival by any means. Even those in the forefront of that movement in that city recognized this was the case. But
by and large, I believe it still was of God (not one revival in history was without problems), as it continues today to even s
till spread throughout the globe, bringing the gospel to places its never been before with outstanding results.
Re:, on: 2006/3/16 11:10
Loveslave... we can discuss this without you mocking me or talking down to me. I'm a reasonable enough guy.

Quote:
-------------------------You've got to be kidding Krispy, right?
-------------------------

Nope.

Quote:
-------------------------Only the ultra religious will say that, namely Pharisees
-------------------------

Thats pretty judgemental, not to mention an untrue statement.

Quote:
-------------------------Of course, uphold that which is true, but don't pull that one out of the hat, come on!
-------------------------

Direct me then to the true Word of God. Which Bible?

Quote:
-------------------------I am going to type somethings, but you've already made up your mind that your not going to listen
-------------------------

I made up my mind that I'm not going to listen? How do you know this? You know my mind and my heart? You're being j
udgemental again.

Quote:
-------------------------we'll throw out meekness because that ain't going to work here.
-------------------------

What have I done to force you to be rude? Voice my opinion?

Quote:
-------------------------YOU DON'T NEED THE BIBLE TO BE SAVED
-------------------------

I agree you dont have to have a Bible in your hands to be saved... I'll address that in a minute.
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Quote:
-------------------------Oh man, did I say that? Oh thats blasphemy, crucify me upside down somebody.
-------------------------

I dont see any humor in that. Peter executed that way, and what a horrible death that was. And legend says that he prea
ched for 2 days before he finally died. And you think thats fodder for humor?

Quote:
-------------------------There are literally thousands of people in other lands that don't have the priviledge of having a bible, but they have HEARD someon
e preaching someplace, perhaps on the radio, and they have received the message and believed. They walk away from hearing that, changed.
-------------------------

Finally... something we agree on.
Rom 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Quote:
-------------------------"Man shall not live by breadalone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
-------------------------

You have interpretted that verse wrong. You've spiritualized it, and that was the error of the ancient Gnostics. That verse
should be interpretted literally. It says what it says.

Quote:
-------------------------In fact that is the reason why there is no revival, too many bibles = too many opinions = divisions = denominations = seperations = h
ate.
-------------------------

Now you've judged me a hate-monger. If I was a seperatist I wouldnt be on this forum. I agree with you on the too many
Bibles... versions, that is.

Quote:
-------------------------In the early Church, they had to rely on the five fold ministry to be ministered to and the Spirit of God.
-------------------------

Yea, and they also had the New Testament. The 1st century church fathers who KNEW the Apostles quoted from the Ne
w Testament entirely with the exception of 11 verses. Many passages missing from modern versions because they are n
ot in the Alexandrian Text ARE in the writings of these 1st century church fathers... prooving that they belong in the Bibl
e. They ARE in the Authorized, but either omitted or drawn into question in all modern versions.

Quote:
-------------------------Highlighting, "The LORD working with them".
-------------------------

Are you implying the Lord is not working with me? How do you know this? You dont even know my real first name.
So in conclusion... grow up. Your response was nothing more than a personal attack, and there is no place for that on thi
s forum. Hopefully a moderator will confirm that.
This discussion has been friendly up until your response, and hopefully it can continue on that way.
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Krispy
Re: Eat dung and die, on: 2006/3/16 11:17
Quote:
-------------------------and there was some truly unscriptural things going on there when it happened.
-------------------------

Lets say for a moment, that we have never read in Ezekiel that God told him to eat man's dung. And in this day, today, G
od tells you to take man's dung and put it in your bread machine and eat it, would you do it?
This is your reply to God;
"Not so LORD, nothing unclean has entered my mouth, and besides I can't do it anyway, it's not written in the word, so w
hat your telling me to do is unscriptural."
God says, "Will you not obey the voice of the LORD your God. Just because I havn't commanded this to anyone in my w
ord doesn't make it wrong?"
Your reply,
"LORD it's not in the bible, It's unscriptural"
The LORD replies,
"Ok, alright since you won't eat man's dung, go buy yourself a Big Mac, it's almost the same anyway" :-P
Your reply, "Sure LORD, now your talking scripture"
God is the biggest proponent on going against scripture. If anyone breaks His word it's Him.
Yep God has broken His word on several occassions, I know, I know, more blasphemy, right?
You know why?, Because the Law is for the lawless, God is not lawless. Thats why Jesus was hated by the Pharisees, J
esus would counter the law over and over.
The law stated one thing, but Jesus would say, "BUT, I say to you", who in the world does He think He is coming in here
and changing the law around with His BUTS?
But because Jesus came with Grace and Truth, He was showing the righteousness that was in the law, which only those
who heard it was like honey dropping from the trees and to those who couldn't stand hearing Him, were becoming more
blind and deaf.
Just because it's not in the scriptures doesn't mean that its wrong. When you judge men according to the Bible, your bei
ng a lawyer using the letter to condemn.
Re:, on: 2006/3/16 11:23
Quote:
-------------------------Are you implying the Lord is not working with me? How do you know this? You dont even know my real first name.
-------------------------

Oh my your taking this way too personal brother. But I enjoyed your reply.
And I have no idea about what the gnostics did, but if they spiritualized the scriptures, than I must be gnostic, and I want
to remain that. I spiritualize everything in that bible, as Jesus said it himself, "The words that I speak they are Spirit and t
hey are life".
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Thank God that Jesus too was gnostic, I am not alone.
I truly loved your reply, it was fun to read. And no I am not judging you, but if I do judge my judgement is just.
God Bless

Re:, on: 2006/3/16 11:40
Quote:
-------------------------Thank God that Jesus too was gnostic
-------------------------

I dont consider blasphemey to be a joke.
Krispy
Re: - posted by brentw (), on: 2006/3/16 12:43
Krispy, Let me just slide in next to you here...this post has taken a differnt direction overnight....
I do side with krispy on the KJV part... I have told people for years every time theres a revival its with KJV......We havent
seen a revival with all these translation or mistranlations ;-)
Just ask someone to quote a verse and its usally KJV.
Re:, on: 2006/3/16 13:06
The sweet thing is, Loveslave, Brent and I dont always see eye to eye on some issues. Yet, he is my brother and I his a
nd we treat each other with love and respect. I dont believe I have ever belittled him or mocked him. There just isnt any
need for it.
I mean, he's even a yankee, yet I still love and respect him as a brother in Christ! Imagine! lol
Krispy
Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/3/16 13:21
Psalm 118
8 It is better to trust in the LORD
Than to put confidence in man.
9 It is better to trust in the LORD
Than to put confidence in princes.
This precept will always be presented to those who believe. Whether it is Moses, David, Ravenhill, Tozer, or whoever o
ne thing is sure. God will give you reason to trust only in Him. Men can only sow and water, but the increase comes for
God. Those who drink of this increase will learn that there is no end to the source from which this water flows.
Psa. 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
3 He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His nameÂ’s sake.
Revival comes to those who come to Him.
In Christ
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Jeff
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/16 13:44
bro Krispy
Quote:
------------------------KrispyKrittr wrote:
IRONMAN,
You and I do differ on this issue, and thats ok. I know you're saved and serving God. I hear what you're saying and you do have good points.
But as for revival, I still hold my ground on what I said.
Did you know, for instance, that the KJV was not called the King James Version until 1929? Before that it was always referred to as The Authorized Ve
rsion. However, with the influx of new versions such as the RSV, sales were slack because American publishers were competing with The Authorized
Version. They felt they couldnt compete with that, so they began to call it the King James Version.
This was in 1929. Do you remember from history what else happened in America in 1929?
The stock market crash.
Coincidence? I dont think so.
So I do believe in what I have said on this thread about there being a connection between corrupt Bible versions and revival in America.
Krispy
-------------------------

that's cool bro, the Lord will expose whoever is wrong and correct us as He sees fit. As far as the stock market crash of
1929 i'm with you that it was no coincidence but the stock market had it coming anyway. i'm not sure how much the chan
ging of the name authorized version to king james version had to do with it but it seems to me there was no dodging that
bullet...
love yu bro!
bro Loveslave
i have brought up the issue of the Lord contradicting His word and used the example of peter and that sheet and then ez
ekiel also...i've yet to hear anyone address this as being other than the Lord in His sovereignty contradicting His word. c
an someone explain that as the Lord leads?
Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/16 17:04
Thanks Rookie!
I was beginning to wonder if we would ever get back to the heart of worship. Revival is a breath of life. That breath can
only come from God not texts and translations.
Loveslave is right in quoting Jesus conerning His Words being spirit and life. The reason we need revival is that we are
operating on spuradic fill ups instead of continuous supply.
John 15:5-6
5 I am the vine , ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit: for apart from me
ye can do nothing.
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and they gather them, and cast them into the fir
e, and they are burned.
ASV
Abiding in the vine does not mean come to the church building and get a spiritual shot in the arm with the sermon or a vi
sitation of God. Abiding in the vine is like allowing the Holy Spirit to connect a spiritual umbilical cord that transmits the li
fe of God continuously.
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John 16:13-15
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth , is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself;
but what things soever he shall hear, (these) shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the things that are to come.
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare (it) unto you.
15 All things whatsoever the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he taketh of mine, and shall declare (it) unto you
. ASV
When will we see that we don't come to church to come into the presence of God. We bring the presence of God to the
meeting because He is already in us. We don't have to hear the preacher to hear the voice of God. The voice of God is
speaking to us continuously from His Spirit that dwells within.
John 14:16-17
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,
17(even) the Spirit of truth : whom the world cannot receive; for it beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: ye know him;
for he abideth with you, and shall be in you. ASV
If the Holy Spirit is given to be in us and is with us forever why do we sing about and pray for and expect a 'visitation?'
When we experience the manifest presence of God in 'revival' did God 'show up?' Or is it that we finally showed up? G
od is there calling and waiting for us to turn around, to REPENT. As Paul said "he is not far from each one of us." Acts 1
7:27 ASV Our perception of the presence of God is not an issue of His proximity to us but of our ability to see through th
e veil of flesh.
Holy Father open our spiritual eyes.
Jeff

Re:, on: 2006/3/16 17:23
Quote:
-------------------------That breath can only come from God not texts and translations.
-------------------------

God has a pretty high value on His Word...
Psa 138:2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou h
ast magnified thy word above all thy name.
And my point is that when a nation such as ours does not honor God's Word as it should be honored, then we should no
t expect His hand to rest upon us.
God's Word is the final authority on faith and practice, and in your reply there is a sense that you do not value God's Wor
d above your experiences. I'm not saying that's the case, because I do not know you and can not make that judgement...
just saying there is a sense.
Most Christians today are not even aware that there are any differences between versions. They have swallowed the lie
that the only difference is linguistic. Why is that? Because most Christians do not hold a high value of God's Word. They
say they do, but they spend more time watching TV then they do reading the Bible. Why are do many getting sucked int
o WOF, running off to Joyce Meyer crusades, or trying to take Aunt Betty to Benny Hinn? Because they do not know the
scriptures!

Quote:
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-------------------------Abiding in the vine does not mean come to the church building and get a spiritual shot in the arm with the sermon or a visitation of
God. Abiding in the vine is like allowing the Holy Spirit to connect a spiritual umbilical cord that transmits the life of God continuously.
-------------------------

I've been championing exactly that on this site for a couple years now! We certainly agree on this point.

Quote:
-------------------------When will we see that we don't come to church to come into the presence of God. We bring the presence of God to the meeting bec
ause He is already in us. We don't have to hear the preacher to hear the voice of God. The voice of God is speaking to us continuously from His Spirit
that dwells within.
-------------------------

Amen!! If I didnt know better I would think you're copy/pasting from some of my old posts!

Quote:
-------------------------If the Holy Spirit is given to be in us and is with us forever why do we sing about and pray for and expect a 'visitation?'
-------------------------

I'm with you on this too!
I have no argument with the last 3/4 of your post. Your right on the money!
Krispy
Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/16 18:58
Brother Krispy I appreciate your reservation to judge. If I sound like I put more weight in experience than the Word then
I did a poor job of communicating. I thought that I was communicating the words of Jesus are spirit and life. I have foun
d that I can read text until I am blue in the face but until the Holy Spirit breathes understanding and insight into those pas
sages I remain in need of a transfusion. I have many friends in ministry who focus all of thier attention upon esoteric spir
itual encounters but have no real understanding of the Word of God. I find that the Holy Spirit takes the Logos that I dilig
ently study and causes it to come alive, real, applicable in my life as I spend time allowing Him to lift the veil of my flesh.
2 Tim 3:16
16 Every scripture inspired of God (is) also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in rig
hteousness. ASV
On the contrary I value the Word of God highly for He became flesh and allowed that flesh to be slain that I might have li
fe.
Love you brother! Keep sharing those deep truths.
Jeff

Re:, on: 2006/3/16 20:11
Quote:
-------------------------Most Christians today are not even aware that there are any differences between versions. They have swallowed the lie that the onl
y difference is linguistic. Why is that? Because most Christians do not hold a high value of God's Word. They say they do, but they spend more time w
atching TV then they do reading the Bible. Why are do many getting sucked into WOF, running off to Joyce Meyer crusades, or trying to take Aunt Bett
y to Benny Hinn? Because they do not know the scriptures!
-------------------------

Very good, I agree.
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I left all that crap behing me, but at first I left the system unwillingly. My Father said to get out, I refused, I kicked. Everyt
hing was going fine, I left and it'll be 3 years this April. And I am glad that I left, I have learned more listening to what the
holy Spirit sayeth than what any man would dare to say.
Than I learned something about the founder of the WOF that was shocking, and it was right in his book, that our LORD J
esus took on the nature of Satan. I started to read Hagins book one day, and I came across this, and I ripped that thing t
o shreds. I grabbed every tape of his and pulled the tape right out of the reel. The sad thing is that he only used the King
James bible.
The Jesus that he saw in those visions was not the same Jesus that is in the bible. The only Jesus that Paul seen was a
bright light, and the other instance was when John saw a lamb as if were slain. Than he described what He looked like li
ke.
The WOF uses the King James Bible, all their followers do, at least the ones that I know.

Re: Ravenhill: still a leader in revival - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/16 20:13
I've been out of the loup, so am behind several posts.
I asked how Ravenhill strayed, and KingJimmy gave this reply:
Quote:
------------------------- All I know is that in one of his sermons he refers to one of these individuals as a good friend, which is very shocking.
-------------------------

I hope that you don't judge my theological position by those whom I call my "friends",or "my friend" or "dear friend" - 'cau
se - you'd have to call me a heretic for sure. Is that all the info there is on him?
I must admit that Ravenhill is quite an unusual person. Many, including me, have had our lives transformed by him. He i
ndeed was intrumental in revival - within my heart and many others. I once heard a message by a missionary in Africa
who was transformed by Ravenhill. At the time he was serving in the Sudan, in the thick of danger, rescuing suffering C
hristians and their families from radical extremists - at a great risk to his life. I wept through his entire message.
I have to admit that when I watched Ravenhill's interview I thought: "That man is grieving over something that has not h
appened, what he so longed for."

Quote:
-------------------------I don't have a great interest in hearing too much more of his sermons and such.
-------------------------

I also feel that for me personally it's time to move on. Yet, no doubt Ravenhill will still stir many more hearts, and thus re
vival IS and WILL continue to happen through him - it's like an underground movement. He just never got to see it that w
ay.
Only God knows where those who were influenced by Ravenhill will go in the future - and whom they will influence for C
hrist.
Karl wrote:
Quote:
------------------------- We have the power to have continous revival, but how many of us are willing to seperate ourselves from serving others and only gi
ve ourselves to the word of God and prayer? I am not, but ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhh, I long to be. But you see, I am like alot of people that come to this site,
I am caught up with the things of this world. Just busy busy busy, running to and fro the earth and going nowhere.
-------------------------

Karl, I have spent too much time and energy feeling guilty because I'm not praying enough, or too much, I'm not fasting
enough,...I'm on SI too much, I'm on SI not enough. I read the Bible not enough, I read the Bible too much, I spend not e
nough time with loved ones.... too much.... not enough.... blah blah blah. No matter what I do, it seems like I should be d
oing the other thing more. The guilt will ruin me if I don't get something straight. Thankfully God sets it straight: The SPIR
IT can prompt me in and guide my life. I am called to rest in him enjoy his presence at all times. God's arm is not so shor
t that he can't draw me into whatever is the need of the hour.
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I was once at a conference where a revival pastor said, "God has not led me to pray for revival for these meetings becau
se he is not planning on doing that." Well, whatever you may think of that, I think that there is some comfort there. Just
maybe a lot of prayer is fruitless and needlessly drains people because it is not God's timing, and the prayer wasn't pro
mpted by God's Spirit. Remember Christ is our intercessor, and we unite with him in HIS burden. Could there be some tr
uth in my thoughts here?
Ironman said,
Quote:
------------------------- out of the suffering which is ahead there will come out of it a Church without spot or wrinkle such as Christ is returning for (we're no
t about to be raptured till we're cleaned and purified so we will suffer persecution)and a people after the very heart of God.
-------------------------

I wonder if many of the prophetic writigs of the OT are really talking about the final ingathering - just before the end. And
is that the ultimate and most glorious revival - yet to come?
Diane
Re: gnostics, whoever they are, on: 2006/3/16 20:27
Quote:
-------------------------I dont consider blasphemey to be a joke.
-------------------------

I wasn't joking.
Websters Dictionary defines gnostic as this:
Quote:
-------------------------gnostic Of, relating to, or possessing intellectual or spiritual knowledge.
-------------------------

Ok, Whats wrong with this definition?
Further, of all the sites that have gone to, most all of them have this to say:
"What is Gnosticism? This question has no easy answer, and scholars have debated over it for years."
Now if anyone has the answer, than it would be wise to contact a scholar and let them know of your findings.
Now scholars have come to some degree of interpreting what a gnostic is and these are thier findings:
creation and cosmology, use of myth, ethics, salvation, eschatology. Most importantly, though, is the key religious experi
ence.
Hmmm, I wonder if those who speak in tongues are gnostics?, Does anyone believe in the speaking of an unknown tong
ue, or has that gone the way of the Dodo?
Interesting subject I might add.
Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2006/3/16 21:53
hi, it is repulsive to me to read much more of this thread.bro. ravenhill did not have nail prints in his hands but he did hav
e Jesus in his heart and a great love for the brethren. he started out in england as a revival tent preacher and was very fl
ambouyant and successful. he moved with God and obeyed Him at great cost.he was invited to switzerland as billy grah
ams guest but preached in my home instead and God rewarded him. i was with him when a man offered him 2 million do
llars in guarantee to move; his answer was can you guarantee the annointing also.he wanted to warn the world of the lio
n that lurks outside your door so that you would no be harmed.who are you pharisees who have not even been where G
od has moved mightely criticizing such a loving man who wouldn't criticize you. you argue over trifles that don't add up to
nothing. Jesus said "i have not come to condemn the world but through me the world might be saved" that is the heart of
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Jesus. read john 14 through 18 and read it 3 more times and then post your drivel.jimp
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/16 22:35
sis Roadsign
Quote:
-------------------------I wonder if many of the prophetic writigs of the OT are really talking about the final ingathering - just before the end. And is that the
ultimate and most glorious revival - yet to come?
-------------------------

i'm sure some of them do speak to the coming ingathering in addition to the ingathering of those days. i've not done an e
xtensive study to prove that though. i do feel convinced however that the coming revival will be the most glorious as it wil
l be the final one, the gathering of Christ's bride as it were.

Quote:
-------------------------I was once at a conference where a revival pastor said, "God has not led me to pray for revival for these meetings because he is no
t planning on doing that." Well, whatever you may think of that, I think that there is some comfort there. Just maybe a lot of prayer is fruitless and needl
essly drains people because it is not God's timing, and the prayer wasn't prompted by God's Spirit. Remember Christ is our intercessor, and we unite
with him in HIS burden. Could there be some truth in my thoughts here?
-------------------------

in reading let us pray by watchman nee the Lord has shown me that the way we should pray is according to what He req
uires, praying His will be done so sis diane you're on the money. a lot of prayer, is not really prayer but really us going b
efore God with our own ideas and asking Him to check here and sign there and send us on our way. The Lord wants us
to be involved with what He's doing and that requires a seeking of and praying for His will to be done.
Re: Pray in the Spirit - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/16 22:48
Quote:
-------------------------a lot of prayer, is not really prayer but really us going before God with our own ideas and asking Him to check here and sign there a
nd send us on our way. The Lord wants us to be involved with what He's doing and that requires a seeking of and praying for His will to be done.
-------------------------

Thanks, Ironman,
Even though I know this, there are times when it is good to be affirmed by a brother. I believe that the devil is constantly
trying to erode our freedom in Christ, and pull us down into a tailspin of condemnation.
I remember reading everything I could on prayer, and, I admit, it was awesome. But at one point I came to the reality tha
t the books were not God's formula. They were the expressions of man's prayer journey with God. So naturally, they ha
d their limitations.
I cannot feel guilty because I don't pray more for revival. The world does not hinge on me but on God.
And God is most capable of laying burdens on me, as he often does and has. But I must remain equally yoked with him,
or I will end up carrying the burden alone. It's too much.
Diane
Re: - posted by saltlicker20 (), on: 2006/3/17 0:55
Loveslave,
Please do not go on with this Jesus and you possibly being Gnostic. It truly is Blasphemy.
The Gnostic teachings tore down the Gospel of Christ that the apostles were teaching. They caused confusion amongst
the new-born Christians: definitely a tool of Satan. Several of the epistles in our Bible are considered to be written to co
unter the false teachings of Gnosticism.

Page 34/69

General Topics :: Revival Idolatry

Some background on Gnosticism is this:
*A "know it all" religion
*The leader taught that salvation only comes through a special or secret knowledge of God
*The physical body is evil and does not matter
*The either lived in extreme self denial or extreme self indulgence
(The Bible Dictionary - Dockery, Godwin, Godwin - 2000)

Please reconsider your remarks about Jesus being a Gnostic. It truly is Blasphemy - which I know that you did unintenti
onally.
Also loveslave, please think heavily about not being as sarcastic. I understand that it is simply part of your personality (b
elieve me, no one is more sarcastic that myself), but it may be best left out in a discussion of conflicting beliefs.
Hope this has helped you out some.

Love ya,
DO
I Pet 4:2
Re: Revival Idolatry - posted by GaryE (), on: 2006/3/17 1:02

{Quote} Saltlicker, the original post
Has anyone else come to a point in their relationship with God where they find themselves praying more for the moveme
nt of God than for the intimacy of God?
Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â
…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â….
IÂ’m not sure how long it was after being born again that I started praying for revival, but I know it wasnÂ’t long. I reme
mber that soon after conversion I remember praying for different people, sometimes my enemies, then praying for peopl
e in general like those in my home town or the nation I am from. The places I worked were often targeted also. Quite a
few of the people that I prayed for years ago have come to the Lord.
After a few years, because of being offended, I left the fellowship that I was in and started a gradual decline in prayer. A
fter a time, I didnÂ’t pray near as much and eventually did not witness to people. Up to this time I witnessed a lot. I wou
ld say now that I became backslidden, however, I did not go into the previous sins that the Lord had delivered me from.
My prayer life was almost totally gone and I didnÂ’t read the bible very much.
After about 14 years of wondering around in this state of decline, the Lord brought a bunch of changes into my life. He b
rought me to a place that I wanted to be around Christians again. Since I was a truck driver at the time, soon I was seek
ing fellowship at truck stop chapels. One particular chapel had prayer and services everyday and is near to where I live
d at the time, so I went there often. Once I was in fellowship again, my prayer life and bible reading started back up right
away.
What I have noticed is that when I was in a state of decline, I did not pray for revival at all. When my prayer life became
intimate with God is when I started to pray for others and for revival again. IÂ’ve noticed that when I have a closeness w
ith the Lord, I pray for revival. Through these times, I have wept often for people that I havenÂ’t seen for years, people fr
om the town I grew up in, people I work with, and often my own country or other countries that I hear something about.
Jesus wept over Jerusalem and that is what it reminds me of when I weep for others. I pray for revival in these peoples l
ives.
I do not always pray with weeping or even pray for revival every time I pray but it seems that when I am in this brokenne
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ss and weeping for others is when my prayers get answered.
I have had a hope of seeing the lost come to the Lord and to see this sin polluted land that I live in bring honor to the Lor
d ever since I've experienced the presence of the Lord. Things really look bad right now. How many of us on this forum
have a faith like Joshua and Caleb and can say the Lord will surely give us this land? Can we believe God for this?

Re:, on: 2006/3/17 7:24
Quote:
-------------------------The WOF uses the King James Bible
-------------------------

Hardly... I was WOF before I grew up in the Lord, and I ran in those crowds big time, and the KJV was NEVER used. Gr
anted, Benny Hinn does use it a little... but I suspect the reason for it is to appear like he is legitimate, which he is not.
As far Gnostics, they did not believe that Jesus was a flesh and blood man. They believed He was spirit only... like a gho
st. Since they believed anything of the flesh or material was evil, then in their supposed intellectual reasoning, Jesus cou
ld not have been flesh. Well, that contradicts this verse:
Rom 5:15 But not as the offense, so also is the free gift. For if through the offense of one many be dead, much more the
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
Jesus was both God and man. God manifested in the flesh. If He wasnt, then our salvation means nothing and we might
as well party now cuz we're surely lost anyway.
You consider yourself an intellectual, Loveslave, but that seems a bit prideful. Not saying we all dont get full of ourselves
at times (I know I do...), but I would not rely so much on human reasoning.
1Co 1:27-29 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak t
hings of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his p
resence.
Krispy
Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/17 9:26
Brother Gary I appreciate your heart.
Isn't the issue here regarding idolatry, what is the focal point or what do we value most? When our heart is set and focu
sed on worship, love, adoration of the Father and the Son then the Father and the Son "make there abode with us." Wh
en we become one with the Father (His doing not ours) His values, goals, agendas, and passions are written into our he
arts. Since His passion is reconciliation of those He created but are alienated from Him, then we will be moved by that p
assion to pray for their souls. We seek His face and through us He seeks more sons and daughters.
Compasssion for the lost is the fruit that is produced by the Spirit of God as we surrender to His control and renovation.
He becomes our focal point in worship and we become the instruments of His passion.
Keep letting His passion for the lost fill you. Love you brother.
Jeff
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Re: prayer in the flesh or the spirit - posted by roadsign (), on: 2006/3/17 16:45
Quote:
-------------------------When we become one with the Father (His doing not ours) His values, goals, agendas, and passions are written into our hearts. Sin
ce His passion is reconciliation of those He created but are alienated from Him, then we will be moved by that passion to pray for their souls. We seek
His face and through us He seeks more sons and daughters
-------------------------

Gary and Jeff, Your words really spoke to my spirit. They help me differenciate between praying in the spirit and praying
in the flesh.
Perhaps "self" can be an idol too - when we are still abiding by the Old Covenant Law, and living by "shoulds" and "aug
ht-tos".
There is a huge difference between praying because we are supposed to, and prayer that flows directly from the heart of
God through us.
I have experienced both, and can tell the difference.
Diane
Re: - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/17 18:13
sis diane you wrote

Quote:
------------------------roadsign wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------a lot of prayer, is not really prayer but really us going before God with our own ideas and asking Him to check here and sign there a
nd send us on our way. The Lord wants us to be involved with what He's doing and that requires a seeking of and praying for His will to be done.
------------------------Thanks, Ironman,
Even though I know this, there are times when it is good to be affirmed by a brother. I believe that the devil is constantly trying to erode our freedom in
Christ, and pull us down into a tailspin of condemnation.
I remember reading everything I could on prayer, and, I admit, it was awesome. But at one point I came to the reality that the books were not God's for
mula. They were the expressions of man's prayer journey with God. So naturally, they had their limitations.
I cannot feel guilty because I don't pray more for revival. The world does not hinge on me but on God.
And God is most capable of laying burdens on me, as he often does and has. But I must remain equally yoked with him, or I will end up carrying the b
urden alone. It's too much.
Diane
-------------------------

amen, this is the beauty of fellowship. The Lord bounces things back and forth among us to remind us of His love and bri
ng to remembrance what is forgotten when it is needed. i agree with you in that you need not feel guilty for not praying fo
r revival. The Lord doesn't need a a bunch of us to get together and pray for one thing (as if it will cause Him to someho
w change what He has decided to do) but needs a few willing people, yielded to Him.
we should all ptay as the Lord leads, if one doesn't have a burden to pray for revival then one shouldn't and move on to
what God has for him of her.
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Re:, on: 2006/3/17 23:40
hi all..krispy im confused by ur post about the kjv as the bible we should all read(i noted something along the lines of the
mkjv would be acceptable)
my question is if there's a country that's closed to the west i.e china and someone smuggled a nlt in,what do you want th
ere response to be? "man i wanted a kjv".. surely God would us the nlt??
andy
Re:, on: 2006/3/18 3:24
PB, you should bone up on your prayer a little more and edit your language some.
__________________________________________
I can't read this thread, because I just can't, but if it's going to go back to what the title is about, I sure do have some feeli
ngs on this issue and they may not suit too many folk's fancy though.
I'm tired of it. O.K., what are you tired of now Annie ? (or who cares really ?)
Well, I reckon you'd call it "the same ol' stuff".
I see the Churches in New York City in a constant state of God's Grace being poured out because they are active in the
nitty gritty dirty work of the city everyday and in between they find time to pray. But don't turn their backs on a lost and s
uffering and dying world to stay and pray only.
We'd do well to read the answer Jesus gave to His disciples when they asked how to increase their faith ... He answered
them with the story of the Servant.
Do you really think that God has called us to just READ AND READ AND READ and then TALK AND TALK AND TALK
?
Forgive me folks, it's been a rough day on the Gospel trail for me.
I don't start threads telling of what I do with God's time, or how many folks I witnessed to today or of all the ministries I've
worked with, etc. etc. etc. etc. but today I think I need to vent to someone who just might listen.
If we don't start DOING soon, we'll stand before Him Empty Handed and finding ourselves on the wrong side of the endi
ng verses of Matt 25 and those like it.
The night comes when NO man can work.
Please start by doing something to reach out to the lost, before it's too late.
Quit looking for personal blessings and be a blessing to some dying kid or elderly person before they burn for all of etern
ity.
Don't find yourself empty handed when He comes.
Please see what is missing with us. Our hearts are missing. We don't have the MIND of CHRIST.
It's all SELF centered in the long haul, if you truly stop to examine it all.
Growth comes with desire, "blessed is he who hungers and thirsts after righteousness for he shall be FILLED."
But no where will you ever find that HE said, to sit around and "wait" .... He said, GO and DO the works that HE did and
wants to do THROUGH us.
Please see, that the sheep are eating themselves to death in the fields and need to move.
That's all I can say. And I'm sorry if it angers anyone, I truly 'am' grieved if it does.
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His Love is active.
Re:Part 2, on: 2006/3/18 6:17
Page 6 is an abomination.
Ezekiel was told to "bake" the bread on dung, not told to "eat dung and die".
Much getting by with this thread.
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/18 15:52
Hello;
Being new to this on-line forum and not very smart it seems, I started a new thread to respond to this thread...it is in the l
ounge under "2 cents" I did not mean to start a new line of thought but to continue along this line of "Revival Idolatry. If
anyone is interested it is there.
Also it seems that my comments about quote from Krispy's response is causing some to be hurt. I apologize for this hap
pening but am under the belief that if we all just agree with everyone than what is the substance of our discussion. Cert
ainly I have no personal "thing" against anyone on this forum...I do however have many different thoughts than what see
ms conventional to most.
I am touched and it brought tears to my eyes that some of the readers caught a glimpse of my heart towards the way thi
ngs are...even amidst the poorly written words. I struggle so much with my walk in regards to how evil my own heart is a
nd how callous I am to the Grace and Mercy of the Lord. If only we could connect with each other and see where we ea
ch have walked to make us who we are.
I meant no harm. It truly is amazing and comforting to know that we are all in the same boat....WE JUST WANT COMM
UNION WITH GOD, and our hearts will not be content until it is as it was in the Garden where we will walk and talk and
enjoy the relationship God meant for us.
Hopefully sparks can fly on-line and a fire could be caught...the Fire of the Most Holy.
Blessings
TS
Re:, on: 2006/3/18 17:15
Ts, like I said on that thread you started, you could have made every one of the points freely and we all would welcome
Scriptural posts, but you used Krispy and had no right to.
The WOF has left some people here very hurt.
You seemed to say as Murray pointed out, that the WOF is just fine.
Some of our members here have been greatly hurt by being deceived by that bunch of heretics.
You could have come on more sensitive to other members here that you don't even know yet ... and not single out just o
ne poster on this long thread, who meant something very touching in his post.
I'm "touched and brought to tears" too, when I see UNITY on here, not using other posters as a launching field for our o
wn discources. Especially people we don't know very well.
Being One Body means a lot to me, but of late I've seen a few trying to tear at that, and God did not MOVE on the peopl
e in Acts, until they were in one accord and like minded, with One Burden. That's when the God Added to the Church da
ily, those that should be saved.
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Re: - posted by murdog (), on: 2006/3/18 18:11
Annie,
I am a little confused, you know I don't support the WOF movement, right? Nevermind, I just reread your post and I got t
he context. Sorry about that.
Murray
Re:, on: 2006/3/18 18:21
God Bless you Murray.
Thank you for your heart for God.
All His Best to you brother.
Annie
Re: - posted by murdog (), on: 2006/3/18 18:28
Annie,
Thank you for the warm words. God bless you and may your posts continue to bless and encourage others.
Murray
Re:, on: 2006/3/19 22:55
storted this query out sorry
Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/3/20 6:37
When I first read the post from TS entitled 2 cents, which accidentally started a new thread yesterday, that he had intend
ed it for this thread - and not merely made a comment on this thread - escaped me. Perhaps I should have been clevere
r and quicker to suggest it be posted here.
Yesterday was quite quiet on SI and so p9 moved slowly. Before this thread becomes longer, and this contribution is fur
ther out of context from the foregoing discussion, I hope it is helpful to re-post it (here) in full, for it to receive the reading
and respectful consideration it deserves from those who have taken part in this thread already. (I'm not planning to join t
his thread at this time.) Thanks to you all. Linn
2 cents was posted originally at 0734am on 18th March 2006.
Hello;
I could not stay quiet after reading through this talk on revival. In particular a statement by Krispy..."Thank the Lord I hav
e renounced the WOF/Charismatic Movement. The revival I seek comes with tears of repentance... not signs and wonde
rs" (reference Luke 18:11 at bottom of this note..sound familiar?)... this leads me to ask a question. How can a Body that
is chopped up into pieces..i.e. those that used to belong to the WOF (not sure what that is but am assuming it is a part of
the Body or those belonging to the Charismatic movement but now do not...or I used to be a fundamental, conservative
christian that believed the Holy Spirit stopped moving in gifts, signs and wonders but now I do...how can we collectively
ever seek revival?
They will know we are christians by our love? Who will know? If people at large cannot see our love for each other and p
eople within the Body can see a lot of divisiveness but little Love...why do we assume that God our Father would see lov
e and reward us with a revival? What would he be reviving...Babtists to be better Babtists? Charismatics to be better Ch
arismatics? or would it be for the conservative (or re-conservative?) christian like Krispy and so many others...revived so
that they can do a better job of slamming a part of the Body that they were personally hurt in and now want nothing to do
with?
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We "christians" are arrogant and selfish...what is the difference between signs and wonders and revival? Is revival itself
not a sign...is it not a wonder? That the Father of Mercy would light hearts on fire towards repentance unto salvation; cer
tainly this would qualify as both a sign and a wonder.
I am frustrated that we are not seeing the humble man able to heal, raise the dead or prophecy with the certainty that th
e old testament prophets did. But the Bible says these things are to be...so I must believe that they will be and not beco
me offended that I do not see it yet...but in fact seem to see a lot of the opposite...false prophets who are cocky...self-ser
ving and misleading...selling the "word" of the day to any who will jump in and buy it. I am convinced that we will most as
suredly not see revival until we see judgment. When judgment comes we will see the 255,000 christian denominations fl
oored...devestated and ultimately totally destroyed. Out of these ashes the true Church will arise...one that will be as the
first century church was...willing to die for their faith...willing to live for their brother. Let us not pray for revival but for judg
ment where it will be as a drunken man slapped out of his stupor and made to face the grim reality of his existence...suc
h is the state of this "church" clamoring for revival.
What would a good American do with revival if it hit him in the face? Would he give a little more in the plate on Sunday?
Would he go to church a couple more times a week? Would he downsize from his Lexus to a Ford? I know he would defi
nitely cut out 5-10 hours of televisions entertainment from his budget of 25 hours a week of TV. Or would we simply "reci
eve" the Glory as it falls...so self absorbed that we bask in the Glory yet fail to smile at the person we run into on the way
out of the church?
We seek revival without knowing how far we are from the Holy God. We have not stopped yet to thank him truly for the fr
eedom He has given us over the past 230 years...instead of thanks we have become proud, expectant and indifferent to
how dirty we are. We did not stand as a Body unified against the onslaught of evil that has come these past 50 years. W
e were silent and compromising when the Lawmakers took prayer out of school...why did we not pull our children out unt
il they repealed the Law? We had no back bone...too busy beginning the trend towards materialism. Why did we not offe
r love to the messed up generation that revolted in the 60's? The only love we offered was if you change you can becom
e a "christian"...first cut your hair...stop your smoking, drinking and "free love" sex life and then we will let you into our ch
urch. Christ would have done no such thing...FIRST he would have loved them and then after they accepted the love the
Holy Spirit would have led them down the path of sanctification. Where was the church when as a result of the previous
mistake...(the church's legalism and pride not connecting with the "hippie generation") free love became the foundation f
or "free murder"..or abortion? If the church had loved, had stood in the gap for the unborn of that day...if they had stood
with open arms to the girls pregnant and desperate for help, offering on a nation wide basis to adopt any child that was n
ot wanted...helping the mother; loving her until the baby came, then adopting the child if the mother still was inclined to g
ive the baby away...we may never have had a "Roe vs. Wade" and the consequential death of over 40 million babies in
America over the past 30 odd years. Instead because the church, doing the right thing could have stopped the death of
millions of babies and instead adopted them into christian homes, we then would have filled the world with millions of chr
istians, stolen as they were from the world and redeemed into the Body of Christ. But no; we as a body turned a deaf ear
to the cries and a blind eye to the need...driving us further down the road of decay. The church has become nothing...no
flavor...no power...no love. All structures/systems seem out for themselves, pushing their own agendas with the verbage
taken from the Bible to sway the masses...out to profit from the name above all names.
Yet we have the audacity to cry for revival without ever acknowledging the sin we live in.
Just to give some scripture to think on, here is a chapter in Luke that speaks much to the condition we as a body are in:
quick to point out the errors of others...very slow to face the depravity of our own hearts.
Luke 18: "I tell you, He will defend and protect and avenge them speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will H
e find persistence in faith on the earth?"
Will He find Faith on the earth when he comes...faith is hope for things unseen, signs..wonders maybe? Faith is realizing
our frailty, acknowledging our filthiness and personally applying the Blood of the Cross to it. Faith is not concerned with
denominational differences, it is not belief that I have the answers and another group does not. It simply is falling on the
ground in our misery and crying to God for the mercy he has already given. If we all did this we would not have to wait fo
r judgment to bring revival...each in his own turn would be revived. This however is not the trend of man...we are stubbor
n, hard hearted and bent on rebellion...Judge us O' Lord before it is too late.
and the whole chapter for any to read:
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Luke 18 (Amplified Bible)
Amplified Bible (AMP)
Copyright Â© 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation

Luke 18
1ALSO told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not to turn coward (faint, lose heart, and giv
e up).
2He said, In a certain city there was a judge who neither reverenced and feared God nor respected or considered man.
3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, Protect and defend and give me justice against
my adversary.
4And for a time he would not; but later he said to himself, Though I have neither reverence or fear for God nor respect or
consideration for man,
5Yet because this widow continues to bother me, I will defend and protect and avenge her, lest she give me intolerable
annoyance and wear me out by her continual coming or at the last she come and rail on me or assault me or str
angle me.
6Then the Lord said, Listen to what the unjust judge says!
7And will not God defend and protect and avenge His elect (His chosen ones), who cry to Him day and night?
Will He defer them and delay help on their behalf?
8I tell you, He will defend and protect and avenge them speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He
find persistence in faith on the earth?
9He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves and were confident that they were righteou
s and scorned and made nothing of all the rest of men:
10Two men went up into the temple enclosure to pray, the one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
11The Pharisee took his stand ostentatiously and began to pray thus before and with himself: God, I thank You
that I am not like the rest of men--extortioners (robbers), swindlers , adulterers--or even like this tax collector he
re.
12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I gain.
13But the tax collector, standing at a distance, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but kept striking his b
reast, saying, O God, be favorable (be gracious, be merciful) to me, the especially wicked sinner that I am!
14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified (forgiven and made upright and in right standing with God
), rather than the other man; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will
be exalted.
15Now they were also bringing babies to Him that He might touch them, and when the disciples noticed it, they
reproved them.
16But Jesus called them the parents to Him, saying, Allow the little children to come to Me, and do not hinder th
em, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.
17Truly I say to you, whoever does not accept and receive and welcome the kingdom of God like a little child s
hall not in any way enter it .
18And a certain ruler asked Him, Good Teacher essentially and perfectly morally good, what shall I do to inherit
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eternal life ?
19Jesus said to him, Why do you call Me essentially and perfectly morally good? No one is essentially and perf
ectly morally good--except God only.
20You know the commandments: Do not commit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, do not witness falsely, honor
your father and your mother.(A)
21And he replied, All these I have kept from my youth.
22And when Jesus heard it, He said to him, One thing you still lack. Sell everything that you have and divide a
mong the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come back follow Me .
23But when he heard this, he became distressed and very sorrowful, for he was rich--exceedingly so.
24Jesus, observing him, said, How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!
25For it is easier for a camel to enter through a needle's eye than a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.
26And those who heard it said, Then who can be saved?
27But He said, What is impossible with men is possible with God.(B)
28And Peter said, See, we have left our own and have followed You.
29And He said to them, I say to you truly, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or ch
ildren for the sake of the kingdom of God
30Who will not receive in return many times more in this world and, in the coming age, eternal life.
31Then taking the Twelve aside, He said to them, Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that are
written about the Son of Man through and by the prophets will be fulfilled.(C)
32For He will be handed over to the Gentiles and will be made sport of and scoffed and jeered at and insulted a
nd spit upon.(D)
33They will flog Him and kill Him; and on the third day He will rise again.(E)
34But they understood nothing of these things; His words were a mystery and hidden from them, and they did n
ot comprehend what He was telling them.
35As He came near to Jericho, it occurred that a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.
36And hearing a crowd going by, he asked what it meant.
37They told him, Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.
38And he shouted, saying, Jesus, Son of David, take pity and have mercy on me!
39But those who were in front reproved him, telling him to keep quiet; yet he screamed and shrieked so much t
he more, Son of David, take pity and have mercy on me!
40Then Jesus stood still and ordered that he be led to Him; and when he came near, Jesus asked him,
41What do you want Me to do for you? He said, Lord, let me receive my sight!
42And Jesus said to him, Receive your sight! Your faith (your trust and confidence that spring from your faith in
God) has healed you.
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43And instantly he received his sight and began to follow Jesus, recognizing, praising, and honoring God; and
all the people, when they saw it, praised God.
TS
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/21 10:36
Linn--thank you for fixing my error and posting my thoughts on the right thread. If any one can relate to being "fired" up t
hey may understand some of the comments I made. I do not exempt myself from any of the sins exposed...just awarene
ss. To pretend I have the "answer" to the Body's woes is not my intent. To acknowledge things are way off course...reg
ardless of all the ministry's that are doing great and wonderful humanitarian deeds is my intent. Maybe it takes no great
spiritual inteligence to see what is wrong and I would agree it take much greater spiritual inteligence to offer a solution...
but you have to at least see what is wrong before being able use your spiritual wisdom to offer solution. I stand firm on t
he bottom line what was written...judgment will put us in the desperate condition which will be the only true catalyst for o
ur foolish human hearts to grasp the concept of Unity and then Revival...this is the order in which any corporate revival
must take place.
Look again at what some have read a hundred times when logging into this site. (top right of page)
Quote from Stephen Olford 1904 to 2004--"It is my conviction that we are never going to have revival until God has brou
ght the Church of Jesus Christ to the point of desperation"
What is desperation and what in all the world could put the Western Church of this day into a place of desperation but G
ods hand of Judgment coming to create only one of two options. Accept the fact that we are reprobate and live only bec
ause of the Mercy and Grace of God falling on our knees in worship though He slay us....or to become offended at the fa
ct that all these "bad" as in judgments are falling on us and we renounce our faith. This is what will push people off the f
ence and into one camp or the other...rather than in the camp of in-between.
I also am a firm believer in Christ coming back after the tribulation and that the tribulation itself will cause the true church
to unify and become the spotless bride that will be made worthy by the hand of God to be given to Christ as a Bride. To
think we will be whisked away in a rapture prior to His second coming is simply a slap in the face to Christ...can you ima
gine God giving a tarnished Church (read bride) to Christ. This is the shape of the church and it will be changed before
Christ ever has a marriage ceremony.
whoops....i am getting fired up again....there is so much to talk about with those seeking His face.
Blessings
TS
p.s TS was chosen as a nickname because that is what I am...a Truth Seeker.
My real name Doug actually means "seeker of light"
I have been this way for a long time and am happy God is big enough to handle the quirks that each of His children have
.
Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/3/21 11:00
TS, thanks for your graciousness.

Quote:
-------------------------the tribulation itself will cause the true church to unify and become the spotless bride that will be made worthy by the hand of God to
be given to Christ as a Bride.
-------------------------

I would like to see this read in conjunction with a quote Frank (appollus) brought to attention in S+D recently (We are in t
he temple).
"Slowly, all through the universe, that temple of God is being built. Wherever, in any world, a soul, by free-willed obedien
ce, catches the fire of God's likeness, it is set into the growing walls, a living stone. When, in your hard fight, in your tires
ome drudgery, or in your terrible temptation, you catch the purpose of your being and give yourself to God, and so give
Him the chance to give Himself to you, your life -- a living stone -- is taken up and set into that growing wall. Wherever s
ouls are being tried and ripened, in whatever commonplace and homely ways, there God is hewing out the pillars for His
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temple. Oh, if the stone can only have some vision of the temple of which it is to be a part forever, what patience must fill
it as it feels the blows of the hammer, and knows that success for it is simply to let itself be wrought into what shape the
Master wills..."
Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), The Law of Growth

Remember also, that more people died for Christ in the last century than any preceding it. Basilea Schlink has written of
the time when Christians will be seen as a hindrance to 'world unity' and the 'solution' the rest of the world will favour, will
be to put us to death if we don't comply. If you don't know whether you'd be as courageous as the Afghan brother we ar
e praying for, who refuses to renounce Islam, now might be a good time to deal with whatever stands in your way..... Do
n't worry.... I'm asking myself the same questions.

EDIT: I understand the following verses (among other things) to be saying that persecution is a sign that we are indeed r
ighteous before God, in Christ. (In other words, I wonder whether we might like to ask why we are not being persecuted
?)
2 Thessalonians 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows excee
dingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the c
hurches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest
evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also s
uffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are tr
oubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengea
nce on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
FIRED UP YOU SAY?!?!? - posted by IRONMAN (), on: 2006/3/21 14:07
bro TS
it seems to me the Lord is showing us the same thing regarding the state of the Church and the need for revival and the
devastation which must come before the desperation in which we will seek God. sometimes i think i'm losing it but i prais
e the Lord that when it is necessary He helps my unbelief by confirmation of what He has shown me through someone e
lse to whom He has shown the same thing.
bro when the judgement of the Lord comes indeed we shall know the sheep from the goats. many people will jump ship
citing that this Christianity is too hard and not what they signed up for. Those who are indeed the called of God and sold
out to Him will know His provision and know truly what it is not to give thought to what they shall eat nor what they shall
wear.
and bro i'm with you on how the Church must be purified and become without spot or wrinkle before being presented to
Christ. As raggedy as we are you best believe that there is no way that we can be raptured without going through the fire
of purification. a lot of people are also going to fall away when they get left behind but some will repent and know God as
they ought.
now look what you've made me done...i'm fired up too!!!

Lord conform us to yourself and purify us with your fire.AMEN.
Re: FIRED UP YOU SAY?!?!? - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/3/21 15:22
This will come again...
Is. 4:1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying,
Â“We will eat our own food and wear our own apparel;
Only let us be called by your name,
To take away our reproach.Â”
2 In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious;
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And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing
For those of Israel who have escaped.
Is. 4:3 And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holyÂ—everyone who
is recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and pur
ged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning, 5 then the LORD will cr
eate above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of
a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering. 6 And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the da
ytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.
In Christ
Jeff
Re: FIRED UP YOU SAY?!?!? - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/21 20:36
TS and Ironman keep speaking the truth in love. In fifteen years of speaking tribulation fire brings purity not many wante
d to hear it. But all need to hear it.
Jeff
Re: Quiet Revival - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/3/23 9:47
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id9583&forum40&5) "I WAS AT the ASBURY REV
IVAL"
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/23 15:36
Mike; it is with respect and admiration for your personal testimony (I did a little digging&#61514;) that I attempt a reply at
what you have brought to the table by linking the Â“Asbury RevivalÂ” to this thread. I will start by quoting a part of your
testimony that IÂ’m sure resonates so well with any truly seeking after God. I do not use this to qualify or support my
thoughts on revival just as a platform to jump from.
Â“Now, it is a hunger to know Him, to know Jesus in all things with every breath, to know and do His will, to be obedient
because of the love he has shown me. "We love Him because He first loved us." (1 John 14:19) I despair at phoniness,
hypocrisy in religion, in Christianity, I just want something that is real, the truth no matter how painful...but what I really
despair at is the fact that I can find all these things in myself, that they can still rear their ugly head, that my own motives
need to be checked, that their is still much of self that needs to die.
But, praise be to God! Their is hope! Jesus is alive, still interceding for the saints and the Holy Spirit to guide into all truth
who also prays for us in our weakness. It has been a progressive salvation for me, many sign posts along the way and
somewhere I took a right turn, don't have a particular date to look back on, but the seed had been planted, finally it took
root, many watered* and one day it broke the surface. It was all God's doing and I don't think I will ever fully understand
how it can be. But I love Him with all my heart, all my soul and all my mind, twisted as it is.
This testimony so speaks what is on my heart....though IÂ’m a wretch, Christ loved me anyway and loved me
first...before I can love him, and let the Truth come no matter the pain it may bring.
Also to Jeff, Jeff, Ironman and Linn...the words you guys shared in your replies gives great encouragement to me and to
many that share a kindred spirit.
We must first look at the term Â“revivalÂ” and give it some context I think. It is a term used so much that it seems to
have lost a lot of its impact...at least on me. It is an awesome thing that the Body can go to a meeting and Â“feelÂ” the
presence of God and the great things that come from a person or many people involved in a meeting such as this is not
to be diminished. However when (and the original thread title is revival idolatry remember) the meeting, or encounter
with this feeling of glory is something that accomplishes little or is exclusive to a certain denomination or
Â“non-denominationÂ” as in the case of most recent revivals we should step back and look at what may be happening.
Revival in some way can be brought right down to the salvation of a sinner when they are revived into a relationship with
God that has always been available to him/her their whole life through the power and work of the cross. Putting revival
on a larger scale we look at the BrownsvilleÂ’s, TorontoÂ’s and the Asbury type of revival and we see a certain segment
of the Body being refreshed or possibly even reminded of what and who God is and have a sense of the presence of
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God, hopefully fueling them to Â“doÂ” the work of the Kingdom by spreading the Word and Love of the Gospel.
I would ask is this the only form we need of revival in America? What have been the long term benefits of these
revivals? Have they turned the world upside down as the band of disciples did when they were revived? We have
countless Christians going from meeting to meeting to be revived. I get sick when I hear and have even been to revivals
or Â“encountersÂ” with God where the Â“most favoredÂ” seem to get something the rest do not...such as gold flecked
oil in there hands or some other Â“manifestationÂ” of Gods presence. When all is said and done are we revived or just
taking part in a structure of religiously overtoned self-gratification. When I read of the testimonyÂ’s linked to revivals and
hear how Â“we had a face to face with GodÂ” I somehow can not fathom that a person would still be talking if they truly
had a Â“face to faceÂ” with the Most Holy. As God hid himself from Moses (who seems to have had a great
righteousness on him in comparison to me anyway) so that He would not kill him as He passed by why do we degrade
or lower the bar on such a weighty matter of having a face to face with God. Being in the side of the body that is
seeking at the least the gifts of the spirit for only 8 years and coming from a staunchly conservative Baptist background
prior...i can say that we on this charismatic side lack the awe and reverence of God that is found in some of the more
traditional denominations or at least their roots. If God showed up face to face in a group of 100 the odds are according
to the Bible in favor of a 100 dead bodies to none living. How could our flesh stand up to even the shadow of the Most
High? Yet we constantly hear and use the verbalization of the Â“presenceÂ” of God as if we were thermometers
reading a temperature. I sometimes Â“feelÂ” the presence of God but it has nothing to do with someone saying can you
feel it? It is on the occasions when God is speaking through someone and it connects with my heart and reminds me of
my weakness and His otherness, meaning He is not of humans but the Creator of them. The fear and awe of the Lord
must come before a revival that I am interested in. Yes we must know His love; and if we look at the cross we should be
well aware of it, but do we know to be fearful (as in respect of something so far beyond us...not fearful in the sense he
could be Â“badÂ” or evil) of the Only One able to give us as a gift we do not deserve everlasting life or communion with
Him or on the flip side everlasting torment and separation should we choose His judgment and not His mercy. I feel that
I do not grasp the reality of eternity well enough to grasp the fear of the Lord...which is the beginning of Wisdom. It has
helped for me to think of Hell like this;
Picture being in torment, burning but not dying...in pain such as would kill a fleshly physical human being...with no relief
not even a remembrance of ever being out of this pain. Then envision mountains of sand as far as you could ever
see......at 1000 year intervals a bird flies into this place and takes a grain of sand away. After the millions and trillions of
thousand year intervals it might take to remove all the grains of sand from all the mountains of sand those in Hell would
be released they could still have hope and would rejoice at the sight of the bird every 1000 years. Clearly the Bible
teaches that even after this amount of time went by it would be as no time at all compared to the big scheme of Eternity.
Why would people not choose Christ?
To speak more factually letÂ’s look at the 1970 Asbury revival, which by the grace of God spawned over 135 additional
Â“revivalÂ” throughout America. As it turned out did this revival stop the decay of America? Was it not but 3 years later
we continued our slide of offence against the Holy God by legitimizing the murder of our own babyÂ’s? Since that
revival has the difference between the sins of the world and the sins of those professing Christ become more and more
separate? Look at any statistic of just the most devastating sins not tolerated under the banner of the Lord; divorce,
abortion, pornography, sexual promiscuousness and homosexuality...those claiming to be Christians participate in these
in the same number as those of the world. If you move beyond the obvious into the areas of the heart...are we as
Christians less selfish, less materialistic, less of a glutton of a gossiper etc etc than we were 40 years ago? What of this
sin....selling anything with the name of the Lord on it for profit or personal gain? I ran across a verse I think it was in
Corinthians which states you are not to sell the Word for personal gain. I guess we all need to look the other way when
we see this for to acknowledge it gives a sense of where we really are.
Do these revivals bring about people as in the Matthew 10 who raise the dead, heal the sick and cast out the demons. If
there are any in America who do these things or claim to do them they are idolized as a celebrity and show true
humiliation by living up to the celebrity status of being rich and famous. (sarcasm intended)
Where is the one who with no money in his purse, no extra clothing to carry goes from place to place welcomed by the
body in true humility Â“freely giving from what was Â“freely gainedÂ”? Preaching the Word with signs and wonders
following because they were sent empowered by the Spirit not by human agenda?
matt. 10:7-10
As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who
have leprosy,drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 9Do not take along any gold or silver or co
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pper in your belts; 10take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his
keep.
Why is this so foreign to us? Today a (well known) preacher from whatever camp you want to name needs an e
ntourage to accompany him, a portable walk-in closet to hold his suits and an expense account (gleaned from t
he profit of selling the name of the Lord) the size of Ft. Knox. This sounds very harsh even to me as I write it bu
t tell me it is otherwise and getting more so instead of less this way.
We need not another Preacher (look at the wealth of sermons on just this site) we need not another revival at le
ast of the type seen over the recent years (though they have some worth as is evident), we need God to Â“send
Â” someone, anyone (check out the bioÂ’s again on the disciples) with power on high to do what they did in Ma
tt. 10. Then we will see the 250,000 christian denominations dissolved into a unified though smaller (many will
bail when the purification comes) Body which will then be shaped, purified and made Holy enough to be given a
s a Bride to King Jesus. Since a young boy I have been trying to figure out what the key is that will turn Gods
heart to Â“sendÂ” as he did in the New Testament....I still do not know. What I do know and am learning more
and more is that the types of Revivals that are being promoted as God visiting these meetings complete with an
Â“Open HeavenÂ” guaranteed on the brochure is in my opinion simply going along with the crowd and admirin
g the Emperors clothes too afraid to say he has none.
Rev.14Â—
To the Church in Laodicea:
The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of all God has made, says this: I know what you do, that
you are not hot or cold. I wish that you were hot or cold! But because you are lukewarm---neither hot, nor cold--I am ready to spit you out of my mouth. You say, Â“I am rich, and I have become wealthy and do not need any
thing.Â” But you do not know that you are really miserable, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. I advise you to buy f
rom me gold made pure in the fire so you can be truly rich. Buy from me white clothes so you can be clothed a
nd so you can cover you shameful nakedness. Buy from me medicine to put on your eyes so you can truly see.
If any would like to study a modern day disciple and the cost of what it means check out Brother Yuns book, Â“
The Heavenly ManÂ” amazing how someone like Brother Yun can go through the experiences he has for the ki
ngdom while we Americans jump from Â“revivalÂ” to Â“revivalÂ” hoping for a little of the gold flecked oil to be
on our palms when we leave.
Judgment will bring about the circumstances that will be the catalyst for a true Revival...I ask the Lord to hasten
the day, and to purify my putrid heart so I might live through it to bring some Glory to the King.
For any Mark Heard fans out there this is an awesome song with lyrics that help me know there are others who f
eel this frustrated about their Christian walk. I know that I am too weak and insignificant apart from God to cha
nge anything even my own heart...I pray God has Mercy and does it for me and you...soon.
Album---Eye of the Storm
song---The Pain That Plagues Creation
As this planet falls around the sun
Trapping us in its orbit
Creation groans in unison
Like a race of frightened orphans
The darkness of this raging storm
Is covering up our portals
But a yearning for the light
Is bourne in the heart of every mortal
Day to day we ache
With the pain that plagues Creation
Night to night we lie awake
And await its restoration
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Heaven knows our lonely ways
Heaven knows our sorrows
And Heaven knows things that we donÂ’t know
And the Joy of eternal tomorrows
But through this glass we dimly see
This world as it was made
Oh and the good we know
Must surely flow
From the heart of a kind Creator
So hold on in this restless age
And do not fear your shadow
Your alternating tears and praise
Are prayers that surely will matter
And day to day we ache
With the pain that plagues Creation
Night to night we lie awake
And await its restoration
Amen

Re: - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/25 8:30
Quote:
------------------------TS wrote:
"We need not another Preacher (look at the wealth of sermons on just this site) we need not another revival at least of the type seen over the recent ye
ars (though they have some worth as is evident), we need God to Â“sendÂ” someone, anyone (check out the bioÂ’s again on the disciples) with power
on high to do what they did in Matt. 10. Then we will see the 250,000 christian denominations dissolved into a unified though smaller (many will bail w
hen the purification comes) Body which will then be shaped, purified and made Holy enough to be given as a Bride to King Jesus. Since a young bo
y I have been trying to figure out what the key is that will turn Gods heart to Â“sendÂ” as he did in the New Testament....I still do not know. What I do
know and am learning more and more is that the types of Revivals that are being promoted as God visiting these meetings complete with an Â“Open H
eavenÂ” guaranteed on the brochure is in my opinion simply going along with the crowd and admiring the Emperors clothes too afraid to say he has no
ne."

TS, I wish that this is all that it would take but the truth of the matter is that Jesus lived that way and so did the twelve apostles, yet not only did there re
main divisions based on doctrine within the religious community of Jesus day but these leaders refused to belief that the source of these miracles and
messengers was God. Their stubborn hearts became so full of hate that they demanded Jesus death, cheered at the death of James, and participated
themselves in the death of Stephen. Should we expect any less today.
I wrote a reply that relates to this on Linn's post Beautiful Gate that you may want to read.
Keep seeking the Father and praying with Jesus that the Father will give us unity among the brethren.
Jeff
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-------------------------

Re: On the other hand... - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/3/25 12:19
Hi TS,
I find a great deal of agreement with much of what you have expressed here and yet just as much, a lot of confusion.
Quote:
-------------------------We must first look at the term Â“revivalÂ” and give it some context I think.
-------------------------

That is without a doubt an understatement. To that effect was a partial reason for bringing up this most recent 'revival' th
at was linked. Because our tendencies are often to be the ones who do the determining and labeling, the quantitative ex
pectations, the results ... We set the barometers and dictate to our own standards that which constitutes the outcome, let
alone the reasons for what ultimately is something that only the Lord can do of His own choosing. That is a bit long wind
ed way of saying maybe just this; Found this rather 'quiet' instance just recently worthy of mention for the same reasons
that you are espousing, that it was noticeable by the conspicuous absence of many of the 'bells and whistles' that might
otherwise draw the curious, the entertainment driven, the seeking of signs and wonders, in your own words;
Quote:
-------------------------We have countless Christians going from meeting to meeting to be revived. I get sick when I hear and have even been to revivals or
Â“encountersÂ” with God where the Â“most favoredÂ” seem to get something the rest do not...such as gold flecked oil in there hands or some other Â“
manifestationÂ” of Gods presence. When all is said and done are we revived or just taking part in a structure of religiously overtoned self-gratification.
-------------------------

Taking off on that note a couple of things that I might mention here as well. Am unsure of just how much of what is avail
able here on this site you have availed yourself of. By and large the 'types' if I may of those who participate here would s
ide with you wholeheartedly in the excess's, the spurious, the counterfeit ... a simple search on Brownsville, Toronto wou
ld give a broad range of thought towards all this and no sense in re-opening much of past dialouge.
Your original question in the first posting while having some merit surely in the same excess's also brought about the qu
estion to mind in "even those on this site". "Idolatry"? Frankly, I think that may apply in a general sense perhaps in the co
llective conscience of Christendom as the way you have been terming it by your definition and I don't think your definitio
n there is far off at all. But here, I don't think that definition fit's and I appeal back to just what all you have absorbed of th
is site.
Perhaps what I am appealing to here is, it's just not that simple. Yes, one of the main reasons Greg started this site is to
focus on revival. But of what sort? Of what ... substance? I don't think it a reach whatsoever that the focus is predominan
tly a look backward, at history, at past revivals, at men of God who were used to suit the Lords purposes for those times,
for His reasons and His outcomes. Finding this difficult to express correctly...
There is much to glean from here. It is an impossibility to peg 'us' as 'Charismatics' as it would be to label the whole 'non
-denominational'.
Much has been said to this effect as well.
Quote:
-------------------------I would ask is this the only form we need of revival in America?
-------------------------

That is problematic as well and continues to creep up here, this is far broader than just America. Greg is from Canada f
or one thing and a glance around these parts finds brethren from all over the world. To address this differently, if there is
a place that needs a revival at this moment in time might it be
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?viewmodeflat&order0&topic_id10011&forum48&post_id&r
efreshGo) Uganda ? Give that a read brother, there can be a whole different perspective given to us all by things happe
ning beyond our borders.

Quote:
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-------------------------We need not another Preacher (look at the wealth of sermons on just this site)
-------------------------

Again, unsure what you have gleaned here from the messages given, the articles available, the topics discussed, but the
y are vast and cover a multitude of Gods Word and Gods thought if I may. There is untold riches here that have been of
such a help to the Body that we will never know their effect on the silent masses that have learned and grown by them, if
the few that have expressed their appreciation, the changes wrought in them, the compulsion to become open air preac
hers, to dig deeper into Gods Word, to intercede as intercessors ... to be made disciples, if just the few are any indicatio
n, a sampling (not a boasting) of what the Lord has done in and through all this;
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?viewmodeflat&order0&topic_id2836&forum16&post_id&ref
reshGo) Email Encouragements! - II

Quote:
-------------------------we need not another revival at least of the type seen over the recent years (though they have some worth as is evident), we need G
od to Â“sendÂ” someone, anyone (check out the bioÂ’s again on the disciples) with power on high to do what they did in Matt. 10. Then we will see the
250,000 christian denominations dissolved into a unified though smaller (many will bail when the purification comes) Body which will then be shaped, p
urified and made Holy enough to be given as a Bride to King Jesus. Since a young boy I have been trying to figure out what the key is that will turn Go
ds heart to Â“sendÂ” as he did in the New Testament....I still do not know. What I do know and am learning more and more is that the types of Revival
s that are being promoted as God visiting these meetings complete with an Â“Open HeavenÂ” guaranteed on the brochure is in my opinion simply goin
g along with the crowd and admiring the Emperors clothes too afraid to say he has none.
-------------------------

Am with you on the "I don't know" department and the promoting is practically a guarantee that there wont be any.
Some other random musings from all this.
Have begged off this and shelved a lot of what I wasn't quite sure I even wanted to express in reading through all of it. F
elt very much the Lord would have me to be silent for awhile on many things. Much of this has been sitting just under the
surface I will admit, not stewing over it, but that it would often come repeating in bit's and pieces.
Found a curious and again sad compulsion that can come about here from time to time and do not want to overstate it a
s much as to hopefully just cause some reflection.
KingJimmy:
Quote:
-------------------------I think this is perhaps why it seems Ravenhill was led astray near the end of his life by false prophets like Paul Cain and such. I me
an, my God, by the end of his life he was pretty much singing the praises of these false prophets and you can see him being manipulated by them all t
hroughout his Aneheim series on revival. They were able to flatter his desire, likening him unto Simeon of Luke 2, saying that before he would die that
he would see the revival he longed for. Sadly, Ravenhill never saw the revival he longed for.
-------------------------

This is just horrible. Ravenhill needs no defending but this is another case of the same penchant that often arises here; I
t is either the attempt at lobotomizing live men's thoughts or tomb raiding dead men's souls. That is a huge assumption,
especially if you are deriving this primarily from a moment in time towards the end of his life, to cast a pall over this mans
long service with the Lord. Shameful. Haven't we been over this all before?
Quote:
-------------------------On top of it, I think if we simply focus on "revival" we will have a tendency towards romanticism. I love Ravenhill and am greatly inde
bted to him, but I think he tended to suffer from this problem as well. Read almost any of his books where he talks about prophets, and this will be evid
ent if you actually examine the Scriptures closely. Prophets weren't God's crisis men for crisis situations. Such might preach, but it's bad theology.
-------------------------

To take an idiom and make it a construct...
Find it very difficult to hear these sort of things, these criticisms. Re-read these things and look at just what it is you are a
ddressing. Is it not a slight on his character that comes from these assumptions?
I do recognize that you stated I love Ravenhill and am greatly indebted to him but in the same breath ... ?
It is puzzling that to do the quick word association with Leonard Ravenhill, the word that comes first to mind is not "reviv
al" but "prayer". I can't but wonder if this isn't a case of 'finding only that which you are looking for.' What if you were to li
sten again with the ears attunded to the cracking of his voice and the beating of his heart? Granted, Len's style ... unorth
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odox would be an understatement and to hold him up any different than any other saint is absurd. Just as absurd though
is the comments made regarding 'milk and meat' and the intimating of having 'graduated' Ravenhill. To make the statem
ent denies the reality. For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 1Co 3:4. Beside
s, a great deal of this measuring of the 'size' of revival that he sought and that it never came to pass ... my goodness are
we not back to stipulating outcomes again? Isn't this on the level of waste of Stephens great sermon that brought him do
wn under a hail of stones? It may have produced the conviction and goads of Saul\Paul and that could be the greatest re
vival that ever took place, but still... I realize I am mixing metaphors here. Moses never saw the promised land after all th
at he went through, but he certainly did see more than the beauty of land flowing with milk and honey ultimately.
I am somewhat sorry here. This is not a diatribe or anger, don't have a bone to pick with anyone and it is difficult to not a
ddress some of these things without making them appear more than just questions to ask and to think on. I do realize th
at there is a predominant bent towards the sensational and seeking the gift's more than the Giver in our day, so much of
that has been addressed right here in all these available resources and from the sharing of others that have grown wear
y of it all.
Personally speaking, my prayer and plea is for the last great 'revival' summed up in the next to the last verse of Rev.
Rev 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
Coming full circle. There is some great messages here on revival that might broaden the horizons and perspective. Som
e that are hardly even know about, I know there is a really good posting that a brother put together towards this end, will
see if I can dig it up.
But to answer the question broadly here, "Idolatry" and revival, I don't think so. Judging by numbers if we must, a glance
at the topics in the forum would bear out something else. Seems the "Idol" is a 'couch'. ;-)
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/27 4:32
Mike, thanks for taking the time to read/comment off what I wrote. I think I understand why you are a moderator...you do
it well. I sense an underlying frustration at what is written and very likely justifiably so if you take it at the "word" value yo
u see in print. Your responses are nothing but full of the Love of the Father for His body. I hope you will acknowledge w
e all are different parts of One Body and as such have different functions...I did not ask to be the way I am and constantl
y asking God to make me into what He wants (hoping it is different from what i seem to be). It seems that what I write is
often critical and unclear and I will be the first to admit that it likely is. However my heart is not meaning to be that way...
it is simply grasping in the dark at something that seems so close yet always out of reach. I hold this site in extremely hi
gh esteem and have spent a fair amount of time...listening to many sermons...reading many sermons and trying to act u
pon what I have digested. Praise God for the testimonies of those touched.
If I have an issue it is with the disparity of the messages that (seemingly) come from the One God. Not specific to the me
ssages on this site but to the Body at large. I mean by this that they cannot all be right...on the simple yet profound gap i
nvolved with the thought towards the gifts of the Spirit moving in the present day one need look no further than comparin
g John MaCarthur and Brother Yun. Which message is right? And more importantly what do the differences really mea
n? If you go to MaCarthurs college web site (The Masters College) you will find that if you believe in the present day wo
rkings of Holy Ghost you have no business going to this college. My point again is who cares what you believe...WHAT I
S THE TRUTH?
This is the frustration vented by my comment that we need not another preacher...for currently most are speaking just w
ords...some agreeing, some diametrically opposed.
Give us one man who can do the miracles we as believers are commissioned to perform and watch the unsaved repent
and fall in love with God. Being brought into the Kingdom of God and not of Denomination or "belief". You cannot fake cr
eative miracle that replace limbs that are not currently there...you cannot manipulate a quadriplegic into getting out of his
wheel chair and walking. These signs and wonders are our rightful inheritance as followers/believers in Christ. WHY A
RE WE NOT ABLE TO WALK IN THEM?... maybe because we tickle our ears with all kinds of garbage that comes from
the human mind/mouth. Scripturely we need to judge those in the body...not those in the world and then hold accountabl
e what is said and done by these and all "leaders". I am not in the least able to describe what that looks like, only that it
must be done.
Mark 16:15-20 says:
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15He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will accompany those who believe: I
n my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes with their hands; and
when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well
."
19After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20Then th
e disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that
accompanied it.
How does a John MaCarther warrant a place as a leader in the Body if this scripture be true and he not repent of his sta
nce on the movement of the Spirit? If the Holy Ghost is active and a current day phenomena then how can it be preach
ed that He is not and expect no repercussions? In my mind it (the division) has brought the Body of Christ almost to a p
osition of civil war on just this one subject. And it absolutely should be faced and confronted. I am trying to bring aware
ness to the strife within the Body not just to pick on one person. Judgment must first come to the Body...what can we off
er the world without the purification? What can we offer to the "sheep" withing the Body until we are One with each other
? What is being done about this strife? How can we the sheep be led by leaders who have no business leading? or are
leading with false teachings...on this issue one side or the other is false there is no getting around this...the question not
looked at much is how important is the issue? The same is true of the abuse within the Charismatic side as I have noted
in previous psots. I cannot even explain it seems what I mean to say.
Why would non-christians want to join any portion of a House divided against itself? We need the Truth spoken in powe
r with signs and wonders as confirming evidence of Gods approval. This will end the discussion of who is right and who
is wrong or more importantly who we should follow.

What I am proposing next is a radical thought but my thought none the less. I am critical of hypocrisy and choose to ex
pose it in the Body and confess it and repent of it as God teaches/disciplines me and makes me aware of it in my own lif
e.
The Bible was not written for scholars but for the common man of which I am a prime candidate. With this in mind if the
Bible says something it should not be disposed of through the intellect or because we cannot understand it...we need re
velation from the Spirit not humanly thought up "reasons" for things.
I have recently run across a quote from a Carl Jung described as an eminent thinker and psychologist of the 1930's. His
take on Criticism is this:
Criticism has Â“the power to do good when there is something that must be destroyed, dissolved or reduced, but it is ca
pable only of harm when there is something to be built.Â”
At this point in the Western Church of this day and age it is time to destroy the religious system of which WE ARE A PA
RT OF (obviously in my opinion...which is of equal importance to God as is any in His kingdom...but of no more value th
an any in His Kingdom as well---true value being based solely on the origination of the opinion...or more plainly, Is it God
s opinion as well?)---agai,n it is time to destroy this system of religion and start over. Then it will be time to take away th
e criticism and build up what end up being the true Church of the Remnant. As when Christ first came did he not destro
y and make known the absolute corruption of the religious structure of the day and take his ministry to the dregs of socie
ty? What makes us think that it will not be the same as time runs down and the Day of the Lord approaches? This curre
nt system indoctrinated with the ways and wisdom of man is critically flawed and failing...you were somewhat confused a
t what I wrote (understandable so). I am totally confused by the church of this day and place. I speak of America often,
mostly because I am in America...I cannot speak of what I do no know. I have heard Brother XU (sp) of China speak in
person of what it is like in China (and watched the apathy reflected in the response to his testimony from the western Ch
ristian)...I have read the testimony of Brother Yun in Heavenly Man and what I see or understand from them is that it is n
ot complicated over there it is simply torturous. In other words the confusion does not come from the Body but from the
Devil as he tries to trip us there plans for the spreading of the Good News. In the Heavenly man it is notated that divisio
ns amidst the House Church movement did not come until the Western denominations started pushing their agendas wit
h the groups they were sending support to within China...this is a strong statement. Here it seems that we (the Body) w
ork in cohorts with the Devil to keep the masses of Christians confused, demoralized and impotent or on the other spectr
um fat, lazy and impotent. With all the Â“ScholarsÂ” in the Christian world why is there so much dis-unity? Why donÂ’t t
hey publicly discuss the differences they have with each other...pray publicly together beseeching the God they all profe
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ss as Master and Father to clarify the differences. This was the example to follow as in the disputes between Peter and
Paul. The main and possibly root reason is Pride and we all know who the Father of Pride is and it is not the Father of C
hrist.
The above statement on destroying the Â“systemÂ” is something I am sure will upset many if many read it. I re-read it a
nd cannot change it. We have lost our way. It is not a slight adjustment that needs to take place it is a re-invention. I b
elieve that the judgment soon to come will make this happen. The system will continue to exist it will be the Â“One Worl
d Religious StructureÂ” prophesied will come in the end. The true remnant the Bride will move out of the structure and i
nto only God knows what but it will be real it will be true and it will be purified as having bought gold and white garments
spoken of to the Laodician church. in Revelations. It is not commonly known in the Body as we are mostly illiterate abo
ut the end times...but consider that America is not listed as a player in the end times arena. What does this mean? Cou
ld it mean that we The Superpower of the day lose the position currently held in the world? How could this be? We mus
t come off our high horse and know who raises the nations and who brings them down...in the matter of a day we could
become irrelevant to the world. As we are not in the end time prophesy this is exactly what will happen...the question is
how, how soon and who will step out of the catastrophe and walk in the power of the Lord?
Well I am sure I have confused any who read this...I am sorry. I feel a burning inside me whenever I start reading or writ
ing on this site. I am going to be bold in what I say...wrong or right. I am appreciative of any criticism or disagreement.
It will sharpen me. I do not pretend to know...I only speak what is on my heart, God knows who/what has put it there.
Mike I am amazed at your restraint and heart towards the Body...this site and the time you put into it is Heroic. This site
is truly an instrument for the Body. Please try to find my heart in what I have written...
your quote:
Personally speaking, my prayer and plea is for the last great 'revival' summed up in the next to the last verse of Rev.
Rev 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
This quote is all I intended to put on this reply and a hearty agreement to it.
Time will tell if what I wrote is worth anything. Life seems to be a fire and the older I get the hotter it burns.
Peace and Love from the Father is my wish to you and all who profess the name of our Lord,
TS

Re:, on: 2006/3/27 5:33
TS, despite the past, I hope you'll stay and let this place do what it does to us all. And I'm stepping out on faith for myself
here too.
I hope by reading my posts to you, that you see that we could have easily straighten things out, just you and I at the time
... but it's hard to deal with a one on one when it becomes a two or three against one. Even cats never have group fights.
Only one on one. I hope we can take a lesson from them. Except for "the couch" part :-) ... they sleep away 60 percent
of their lives.
ha.
I'm glad you're here. You post longer posts than me and I needed someone to out-do me in that ... ha.
I was impressed with a few sentences in your third full paragraph above and your thoughts seem to be getting more
developed.
That happens to all of us here, despite how old we are or how long saved. Keyboard communicating is hard enough.

Quote:
-------------------------Scripturally we need to judge those in the body ... not those in the world and then hold accountable what is said and done by these
and all "leaders". I am not in the least able to describe what that looks like, only that it must be done.
-------------------------
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I come here to be refined. But also to participate and hope for unity so that maybe we can see what you wrote in that qu
ote and each person's gifts fine tuned.
We can be refined here. I've looked at all of the other Christian forums out there and they are mostly just debate and ent
ertainment ... but the deep inner growth is lacking.
Our beliefs can be made more deeply embedded and Scripturally grounded in truth here, even if we disagree.
Many good bros and sis's here.
And Mike's post only refined your own, as he and others are working on me also. Though it is those who aren't trying to
sometimes, that help me the most. They're my silent mentors so to speak. I just watch them. Occasionally they send a
message straight to me and I'll pick up on it.
Watch for contradictions in your posts/thoughts though, as in one you will say unity and don't come against a group and t
hen say 'tear down a system' in the next. Just a heads up ... and probably only coming from the same desires for Unity "
and" Truth. The desires must be balanced or the imbalance will show in our writings.
Remember what Hudson Taylor said toward the end of his life ... something to the affect that, in his greatest prayers and
sermons, he still saw the taint of flesh. (not what most think is sin, but "us" instead of purely Him)
We're not there, Phil 3, but Rom 8:28 got us here to this site, in His timing.
Let your first goal be, to allow this place to grow you and us.
Watchman Nee said, that any blessing you give out, is always mutually received by the one your delivering to and yours
elf. If we don't grow from our own sharing, then it's probably not His Spirit.
Bless you and hope you enjoy the mutuality of it all.
Feel free to post on the Unity vs Whatever thread. And get to know all the brothers here.

God Bless you here.
Annie
:-)
Re: - posted by murdog (), on: 2006/3/27 9:05
Mike,
Thank you for your insightful letter. First I would like to thank you for defending Leonard Ravenhill and the work he did.
I don't see how anyone could "outgrow" Ravehill's teachings.
I especially liked the idol of today is the couch comment.
As long as your motivation to see revival is centered in Christ and his glory, it will never become an "idol".
Murray
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/27 10:17
Annie--thank you very much for your kind words. I actually did not feel that there was anything between us that we need
ed to clear up. I'm sorry it felt like a gang up on you. I am used to having people disagree with what I say a lot of the tim
e, that is the beauty of this thing called "open forum". No hard feelings on my part for sure and I am blessed by your wel
come and have no intention of leaving unless I am asked to do so which I pray does not happen. I do want to be refined
as I participate...and this interactive chatting is a very different thing for me. It is hard to convey feeling when writing is n
ot your strongest point and this type of communication has such a sharp edge to it.
I know I am very wordy...I guess I am knocking you out of this much coveted spot:)
I actually went back through the posts to refresh myself on what initiated the heated responses. While doing this I did fin
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d something that caught my eye...and reminded me to say that I (now knowing what it is) can empathize with the disdain
shown for the WOF, and certainly would not want to throw salt on a wound. Naming and claiming in "ministry" is such a
shallow and self-centered teaching that does nothing except put money in the "preachers" pocket and create extreme pa
in once the "sheep" has realized he has been "fleeced".
To move into another possible discourse,
Forgive me ahead of time but a quote you put in one of your posts stated this:
"Growth comes with desire, "blessed is he who hungers and thirsts after righteousness for he shall be FILLED."
But no where will you ever find that HE said, to sit around and "wait" .... He said, GO and DO the works that HE did and
wants to do THROUGH us.
Please see, that the sheep are eating themselves to death in the fields and need to move."
I agree wholeheartedly with the growth comes from desire...but the desire itself is a gift of God. If He did not plant the d
esire for Him in us we simply would not desire Him at all.
As for the stop wait and pray phrase...I have to put these versus out because they are my weakest point...I hate waiting/
watching and praying for any length of time. My strenght is in action...currently I am being made to do just this; watch an
d pray...I am not doing it well.
However their are versus to back it up:
Matthew 26:41
" Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."
Matthew 26:40-42
" Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."
Mark 14:37-39
The context is the Garden of Gethsemane and the disciples falling asleep instead of wathcing and praying as Christ dire
cted. Is that the end of the lesson? Or is their a parallel to our christian walk and the directive to watch and pray...not ju
st go and do.
Last the sheep eating each other comment is true...but what does this reflect but poor leadership or putting ourselves (th
e sheep) into the wrong fold. If Christ was allowed to lead, we would not have the mess called the "church" we now hav
e. My question is how do you really go about letting Him lead? There seems to be as many answers to this as their are
denominations. Is he really a leader that wears a different "hat" when he steps from one church to the next blessing and
confirming all the differences within His own Body?
Blessings and His peace to you Annie as well.
TS
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Re: Just shin pads... - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/3/27 10:29
Hi TS,
Well done brother. Getting the gist of these things overcomes so much, namely that we are discussing our thoughts and
testing, measuring, sifting everything, clarifying and further explaining, correcting. "Playing the ball, not the man."

Quote:
-------------------------If I have an issue it is with the disparity of the messages that (seemingly) come from the One God. Not specific to the messages on
this site but to the Body at large. I mean by this that they cannot all be right...on the simple yet profound gap involved with the thought towards the gifts
of the Spirit moving in the present day one need look no further than comparing John MacArthur and Brother Yun. Which message is right? And more i
mportantly what do the differences really mean? If you go to MaCarthurs college web site (The Masters College) you will find that if you believe in the
present day workings of Holy Ghost you have no business going to this college. My point again is who cares what you believe...WHAT IS THE TRUTH
?
-------------------------

Have often ed dwelt on that question in the broad sense as you stated which message is right? It may well be that the a
nswer will always be a bit elusive. Here's a bit of musing from yesterdays notes;
One of the great things about this place is the confounding of so much, the demolishing of so much presumption, the dis
mantling of 'denominational' constructs. It is a wonderful paradox to brood on.
How far different, to take just a cross section, is T. Austin Sparks from Keith Daniel, from Ron Bailey, from Art Katz, from
David Wilkerson, from A.W. Tozer, from Zac Poonen, from Leonard Ravenhill? From Finney, from Wesley, from P.T For
syth, from Watchman Nee, from Oswald Chambers, from C.H. Spurgeon, from Chip Brodgren, from Robert Murray McC
henne, from Brother Lawrence, from Brother Andrew, from Paris Reidhead, from Ravi Zacharias, from Ray Comfort, fro
m Ray Stedman, from R.A. Torrey, from Martin Lloyd Jones, from George Whitefield, from Stephen Kaung? Andrew Mur
ray... Mueller
The 'easy' and perhaps even glib answer is, well, they all love the Lord or they are still brothers and all that is true. But I
believe there is something intangible and further buried deep down than that which can be expressed easily. It is in part
and maybe large part, character and just as well, personality. The above out-take there came about from a snippet out o
f T. Austin Sparks comments in another posting;
Personality.
I repeat, then, that it was the glory of His personality as the Son of Man; for, almost in association with that, He spoke of
His coming again as being 'the coming of the Son of Man in the glory of the Father'. This, so far as His perfecting was co
ncerned, was not something that took place on the Mount. The Mount was the mark of the CONSUMMATION of His perf
ecting. I do not mean in the matter of sin - sinfulness or sinlessness - but the perfecting of His character, the perfecting o
f that inner man which we call personality. Personality is a strange thing, an elusive thing, something that you cannot get
hold of, but you cannot mistake; it is THE person within - the man inside. Now, He, in that inner life of His, had worked o
ut this whole matter of God's pleasure, God's satisfaction, through His life. There was the Divine approval at His baptism
in similar words, indicating, probably, that His thirty years were approved; certainly indicating that the step that He was n
ow taking, right out into public, with the Cross accepted (for His baptism certainly implied that) was approved. That brou
ght the word from Heaven: 'My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased'.
~T. Austin Sparks
Men Whose Eyes Have Seen the King
Had really saved these up for a different reason (or season) but maybe it is worth the expression after all, here's the rest
;
Mix them up in any order and add in how many others, and pardon the unintentional expression, what a band of mis-fits!
It is a wonderful blind ignorance that I could hardly tell which particular labeling by 'denomination' a great deal of these '
worked out of', the point being .... who cares! But it is much broader and all encompassing if we might allow ourselves to
take note beyond the mere lip service of this central truth and I will dare to utter it; "Unified"
Just from this random sampling. The timelessness alone something to grasp. Across cultures and generations, circumst
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ances. Add in the persecuted and the missionaries; Livingstone and Wurmbrandt, K.P Yohannan, Hudson Taylor, Rollan
d Allen, the names listed in Foxe's Book of Martyrs ... Running these partially from memory, partially from the ever growi
ng collection.
The collective thought and the marked differences of particulars, secondary they be. Mix in the saints. Paul and Moses,
Peter and Elijah, John and Joseph, Mark and Issiaha, Luke and Jeremiah. Stephen and Phobe, Mary and Mary's, Titus
and Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, Tertius, Gaius, Epaenetus, strange names, 'obscure' names. Dare to throw your own
hat into the mix. The 'great company of witness's'. Your heritage, your history, your family.
What's the point? Not all of these names are necessarily 'here'. Some have been salvaged and still speak audibly. Some
written, some both. Some by extension and recommendation. Some the scriptures themselves. At one point in our lives,
they were all foreign to us.
"And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee. An
d he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren? And he looked round about on them which sat about hi
m, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and m
y sister, and mother."
Mar 3:32-35
This is what makes this more than just some 'place'. Another in the mix of many? It is distinct in intangibles, in a variety
of expression. It is a schooling and a disciple making venture, a seminary of the Spirit ... I believe it to be a 'revival' in an
d of itself, more than even the pointing to and longing for something of the sort and substance of those in the past. Is it b
ecause it tends to dwell on all these 'old', 'dead' 'past' saints? In a word. Yes! Precisely!
But it is not a certain romanticism or nostalgia. It is not a thousand things. It is certainly not the trend of the day, the aptly
put "chronological snobbery" that would put this in it's own category and lock it up as 'past'.
Coming here, what, 3 years ago now? Hardly a few of these names I knew, including those in the scriptures. By that I do
mean 'knew' or 'know' in the deepest aspect of that meaning. Not so much 'personally', though in certain ways the gleani
ng of thought brings a certain familiarity. Members of this forum, having come to know by all the interaction and fellowshi
p. Circumstances of our lives shared, the many prayers... But to appeal back to the verse in Matthew; "Behold my _____
_"
His.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Well, that's quite a mouthful and I am unsure just how well the thought translates here. I think what a large part of what y
ou are suggesting is already taking place brother. There is always going to be a disagreement on any number of particul
ars. John MacArthur might well be a great case in point. I am very indebted to him for being one of the voices that cause
d me to think about a lot of what I was suppressing while being taken up with the whole WOF\Prosperity, 'easy believism
' of our day. Something was amiss and I knew it somehow and like many that first hear of their favorite teacher\preacher
s being questioned the auto reflex kicks in and the defending starts up, it took some time to process and come to grips w
ith.
I guess I continue to be of the mind that nothing is that easy anymore. Confusion abounds. It is possible to glean from all
of the above saints mentioned and not have to be taken with the particulars. I can both empathise with a MacArthur that
finds the abuse of so called 'gift's of the Spirit' as they are largely understood and defined in this day as just so much ho
gwash to put it bluntly as I can with the fact that I would never begin to believe that none exist or that they have since 'ce
ased'. What it truly boils down to is, are they authentic? Genuine? And maybe the biggest question in the circles that run
away with this heavy emphasis on them ('signs and wonders' not to be excluded) is, does it matter? Seemingly, the ans
wer is by and large, no. It is overwrought with a very disinterested, casual sloppiness, carelessness comes to mind. Rar
ely are the 'prophets' or their 'prophecies' called on the carpet, the majority of them are met with a shrug and a forgetfuln
ess... How many of the things uttered in the last 20 years have ever come to pass? Most things are explained away or p
ushed out into an undetermined future. Think it was Oswald Chambers who may have summarized it wholesale; "Prove i
t." The lack of remorse and shame, the flippancy and ease of speaking in the Name of the Lord, it's incredible and frankl
y frightening.
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That's quite a bit and would be sure this is a lot of preaching to the choir. One trailing thought came from a brother here
awhile back elsewhere and the starkness of honesty found a similar appreciation, paraphrased;
"I don't know what the Lord is doing."
Me neither. And I am not sure it is really 'signs and wonders' of the sort we might think is needed.
Without a doubt though, whatever they may be, let them be authentic, let them be tried and tested, undeniable, proven.
Changed dispositions and transformed lives are indistinguishable proofs, without argument and what is always agreeabl
e to the same Spirit that dwells in us and to those who have gone before us. It's the only unity there is and really the only
'wonder' ultimately.
Appreciate your Spirit brother, am stumbling around in the dark just as well.
Edit*
Quote:
-------------------------I know I am very wordy...I guess I am knocking you out of this much coveted spot:)
-------------------------

Nice try ;-)
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/27 15:11
Hi again...and I appreciate the grace to have said what I did with no condemnation laced in your reply.
this quote from you crsschk is exactly right. (to me)
"What it truly boils down to is, are they authentic? Genuine? And maybe the biggest question in the circles that run away
with this heavy emphasis on them ('signs and wonders' not to be excluded) is, does it matter? Seemingly, the answer is
by and large, no. It is overwrought with a very disinterested, casual sloppiness, carelessness comes to mind. Rarely are
the 'prophets' or their 'prophecies' called on the carpet, the majority of them are met with a shrug and a forgetfulness... H
ow many of the things uttered in the last 20 years have ever come to pass? Most things are explained away or pushed o
ut into an undetermined future. Think it was Oswald Chambers who may have summarized it wholesale; "Prove it." The l
ack of remorse and shame, the flippancy and ease of speaking in the Name of the Lord, it's incredible and frankly frighte
ning."
The only addtional thing I see to be thought about is how does this train of thought or "easy accountability" work or apply
to the non-chrismatic camp?
If you don't move in the gifts...how can you go wrong?
It is indeed an outragous thing to speak the "Word" of the Lord and be deluded at best and deceptive at worst. Most peo
ple would rather be safe than sorry and hence the conservative world of Christianity. We (humans) think the Lord is asle
ep because He does not send the lightning...making us even more brazen in our mockery of His Word. He is slow to an
ger but His Justice will come. Thank God for the Cross and repentance.
Blessings,
TS

Re:, on: 2006/3/27 15:33
Quote:
------------------------TS wrote:
Annie-... that is the beauty of this thing called "open forum".
I do want to be refined as I participate ... and this interactive chatting is a very different thing for me. It is hard to convey feeling when writing is not yo
ur strongest point and this type of communication has such a sharp edge to it.
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I know I am very wordy...I guess I am knocking you out of this much coveted spot:-)
-------------------------

You've said a mouthful here that I can fully relate to and Thank you also for your forgiveness and most of all understandi
ng.

Good cheer.
Annie

Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/3/31 14:35
Hi TS,
I've been thinking about this that you said:
Quote:
-------------------------but His Justice will come
-------------------------

and wondering if you have any scripture in mind to back it up? (I've always thought that the cross of Christ was His justi
ce, much as He said no other sign would be given (apart from of Jonas the prophet Luke 11:29)
I tend towards the opportunity to which Paul exhorts us in 1 Cor 11 - that we should judge ourselves - knowing that judg
ement will begin at the house of God. (1 Peter 4:17)
28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.
29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's bod
y.
30 For this reason many weak and sick among you, and many sleep.
31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.
32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/3/31 21:47
Dorcas,
my thoughts to your question of my quote--"His justice will come" is exemplified by this verse for one....
"Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah (capital of Edom), this One who is glorious in His
apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength?-- "I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save." 2 Why is Your appa
rel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? 3 "...I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled th
em in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes. 4 For the day of vengeance is
in My heart..." (Isa. 63:1-4)
This speaks to the end when Christ comes and squelches the "rebellion" if you will.
There is a whole end time scenario I posted on another thread...a perspective that I hold to be true. It is very long and c
omprehensive as to the Justice that will be brought when Christ is King not only in name but actually on the earth in His r
esurrected body. (it is under the scripture and doctrine thread...called "Pre-Tribulation Rapture")
your quote:
"I've always thought that the cross of Christ was His justice"
I tend to think of this as His Mercy or more aptly put Mercy was crucified that day. For as Tozer puts it in his "Attributes
of God" book. Mercy is not something God has...likening it to a commodity that he doles out. Mercy is what He actually
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is. Before Mercy was needed (by the fall of man for instance) Mercy still was.
His Justice or "Justice" itself as His name would actually be in this train of thought. Is the attribute that is coming when
He is here as King. Without the Blood of the Cross...or Mercy...there will be only Justice.
Blessings,
TS
Re: Apostasy Revealed, on: 2006/3/31 22:37
Mat 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
Mat 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that
, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

Oh yeah, The Whole World is Waiting for an Encounter .... that's for sure .... and boy are they gonna get it along with the
majority of Revival seekers.
It's called the Strong Delusion.
And because I've been physically disabled and out of the loop for a while, I had fallen behind on the "latest Prophets" unt
il today ... April Fool's Day ... and what a fool I've been.
I just spent this whole morning feverishly researching and digging into many of the more newer names that have come u
p around here lately and I'm the fool for not doing it sooner.
My my, don't we have a flood of Prophets lately.
What a wake up call I've had today. But at the same time it feels like my heart is being ripped right out. How can I revers
e all that's been taught here with an ample amount of Scripture.
Please please go to some of these sites that explain what this "revival stuff" is about.
Like Tricia Tillin's site or any of the Discernment Ministry Sites that fight day and night to keep us safe. Please.
The only Encounter there's going to be is the Strong Delusion, because we've been well into the Apostasy from Truth for
a long time now.
And any "supernatural" phenomena that we see that hits the majority will be straight from the pit of hell.

Seeking signs and wonders, etc. etc. and all that I've heard on here of late has been overwhelming and all the recent "ar
ticles" by these new Prophets and Teachers have just about leveled me in disbelief that we stand on some of the greate
st Authors this world has ever seen and right behind them or along side them, we're bringing in the world's greatest and
Last Deception ... the Mother Load of Deceptions.
I don't care if they write against one group of "Prophets" only to set themselves up as another group and that is what I se
e from this Andrew Strom and those like him.
It's still all heading to the same conclusion and delusion. Please pray and get back into the Word Only for a good while
and ask God to not let you be deceived.
The only Revival there will be on a grand scale will be the Strong Delusion and that is it.
Now I understand why my heart's been so terribly unsettled lately. I've left the narrow way and opened my heart and min
d to a delusion that I knew less than a year ago was a False Teaching.
Now I know why I've felt to post STICK TO THE WORD ONLY for these almost 6 months here.
God have Mercy.
God Have Mercy On Us All.
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Re: Apostasy Revealed, on: 2006/4/1 5:44
What have we done ?
Seek God while He can yet be found. Please.

Please
(http://www.google.com/custom?qrevival&saGoogle+Search&cofL%3Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.deceptioninthechurch.co
m%2Fimg0.gif%3BAH%3Acenter%3BS%3Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.deceptioninthechurch.com%2F%3BAWFID%3Aa5fb
401f0d8ee3f3%3B&domainsdeceptioninthechurch.com%3Bbanner.org.uk%3Bdiscernment.org%3Bsliceoflaodicea.com
%3Bmoriel.org%3Bwww.geocities.com%2FHeartland%2FPlains%2F4948%2F%3Bthebereancall.org%3Bdiscernmentministries.com%3Bwww.erwm.html%3Bpfo.org%3Bletusreason.org%3Bchristian-witness.org%3Bpowertostand.org%3B
apologeticsindex.org%3Bsvchapel.org%3Bwww.geocities.com%2Fbob_hunter%2F%3Bwww.ncinter.net%2F%257eejt%
2F%3Bpro-gospel.org%3Bchristianresearchservice.com&sitesearchbanner.org.uk) SEARCH.. Read some of these articl
es then return to this Search page and go to every website this Search page offers and look at them all if you care to he
ar what is happening to us. Please, the deception in the Church and in the world is moving faster than even what I thoug
ht.
I don't matter worth a hill of beans but for your families this must be researched and the truth be known with a clarity like
you've never had before. Please don't let anything lull you back to sleep or into complacentcy or go along to get along
mentality of passivity of mind or spirit. I'm appealing to you, please ask God in Heaven to show you what we're being se
t up for.
Please don't come against testing all things and trying all things against His Word. Come against me but not The Word
who was made flesh and spoke through His Word. He loves you all so much. Lord have mercy on us all.
Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/4/6 7:59
Quote:
-------------------------I tend to think of this as His Mercy or more aptly put Mercy was crucified that day. For as Tozer puts it in his "Attributes of God" boo
k. Mercy is not something God has...likening it to a commodity that he doles out. Mercy is what He actually is. Before Mercy was needed (by the fall of
man for instance) Mercy still was.
His Justice or "Justice" itself as His name would actually be in this train of thought. Is the attribute that is coming when He is here as King. Without the
Blood of the Cross...or Mercy...there will be only Justice.
-------------------------

TS,
While I 'get' what you're saying here, I would be happier to see the fulness of God given a greater perspective here. Wh
at Tozer wrote is fair enough, but the same could be said of all the great attributes of God - who is Light, Love, Truth, Lif
e, Compassion (and so on).
The reason 'justice' is so important, is that it is all on God's terms. If we have a deepening understanding of the entity ca
lled 'Sin' - never forgetting that He has fulfilled all the requirements which He set for us to be delivered from it - then we
will daily be awestruck by our inclusion in His Life.
It is possible to skip over the meaning of Christ's death and to fail to let it sink into one's understanding. Then the meani
ng of one's inclusion in it (being passed over), one is keen to get straight on to the benefits (of His Life) - the power to
become a son, the authority, the charismatic gifts (and so on)......and often this is what is preached.
As time goes by, understanding and End edit having more sympathy with the balance Frances Schaeffer said he would
give in one hour of sharing the gospel - three-quarters on the wrath of God and fifteen minutes on His solution for it.
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Re: - posted by Warrior4Jah (), on: 2006/4/6 12:14
Isn't personal revival not the same as being totally submitted to God? We can never do this out ourselves as this is totall
y opposing the wants of the flesh. We need to set our minds on God and His wants, neglecting our own if they conflict wi
th God.
Its almost frustrating that I can know about revival and what to do but am so unable to get to it. Seems there is alot self l
eft which doesn't want to die.
Seeking Gods face and with His grace getting rid of self is not idolatry. If everyone would do this we would have revival i
n no time. Unless I will be 'revived' myself I cannot effectivly pray for revival for others. (alto this does not mean that I ca
n not or should not pray for them now)
As little I understand of revival myself I do know that we cannot 'create' one ourselves. We can only submit to God and l
et Him do the work.
Sorry if this goes out the discussion line, but I really felt I had to post this.
Re: revival idolatry - posted by jubilee, on: 2006/4/6 12:44
Hello my name is Jubilee, I think what needs to be understood here is that God never gives us His attributes outside of
Himself. He doesn't give us love, peace or joy but as we abide in Him His love, peace and joy flow through us. Love is a
person, joy, and all the attibutes of God are a person. We have them as long as we are connected to the source. If we a
bide in Him we walk in these things because they walk in us. This is why when we behold Him we become like Him. We
are changed from glory to glory into His image as we behold Him. The way I understand this is that if we focus on anythi
ng we become like it. If we drench ourselves in the stock market that is all we can talk about, If we study horses or food t
hat is our conversation, but if we focus on God and His word and allow it to abide in us it will flow from us as well. As we
take in more and more of Him He will spill forth to others. In Him we live and move and have our being. This is why thos
e who watch violence and perversion go on to do such aweful things at times.
God wants us saturated with Him and we do that by abiding in the vine.
blessing and peace unto you
jubilee :-)
PS.
I would also like to say that just like when you go into a dark room and turn on the light the darkness is still present, but it
is swallowed up in the surpassing greatness of the light, so are we in our walk with the Lord. We are flooded with His lig
ht as long as we walk in His light but when we step back into the darkness that is death to His presence. In light of reviva
l I would suggest an awesome book by Frank Bartleman called Asuza Street Revival. It comes through prayer an interce
ssion. It must be sought on a personal level. Our fellowship is persuing this very thing. Most of the body of Christ is just t
oo busy to really seriously seek this. But I know that we will come to place where it becomes priority. Necessity will dictat
e that.
Jubilee
Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/4/6 13:12
Quote:
-------------------------Isn't personal revival not the same as being totally submitted to God?..
Its almost frustrating that I can know about revival and what to do but am so unable to get to it. Seems there is alot self left which doesn't w
ant to die.
As little I understand of revival myself I do know that we cannot 'create' one ourselves. We can only submit to God and let Him do the work.
Sorry if this goes out the discussion line, but I really felt I had to post this.
-------------------------

Glad you felt you had to post it.
Quote:
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-------------------------Seeking Gods face and with His grace getting rid of self is not idolatry...
-------------------------

It can become an idol, though, if separated from the will of God. As we read scripture, and even as we hear those who b
elieve they have experienced revival, it is always limited by place and generation (time), even including the move of God
under John the Baptist's ministry.
The difference today is, that the Holy Spirit is just as available wherever you arethe world. Amen!
If one looks at the experience of the disciples, they had been baptised to repentance, before they received the baptism i
n the Spirit. One thing to be said for guilt, is that it should drive one towards God and all the more so, if He is preached
as the only One who can remove sin for ever, through cleansing by the blood of the Lamb. This is a spiritual event, thou
gh, which as you say, cannot be manufactured or willed by man. God sees the heart, and gives it to those who are genu
inely connecting with Him in spirit and truth, seeking that restored relationship with the Father.
Re:, on: 2006/4/6 13:16
Quote:
-------------------------I think what needs to be understood here is that God never gives us His attributes outside of Himself...
If we abide in Him we walk in these things because they walk in us. This is why when we behold Him we become like Him. We are changed from glor
y to glory into His image as we behold Him. The way I understand this is that if we focus on anything we become like it. If we drench ourselve
s in the stock market that is all we can talk about, If we study horses or food that is our conversation, but if we focus on God and His word and allow it t
o abide in us it will flow from us as well. As we take in more and more of Him He will spill forth to others. In Him we live and move and have our being.
This is why those who watch violence and perversion go on to do such aweful things at times.
God wants us saturated with Him and we do that by abiding in the vine.
-------------------------

Thanks, jubilee... good words, there.
Re: revival idolatry - posted by jubilee, on: 2006/4/6 23:58
Dear Dorcas,
I wasn't in on your original discussion. I was just curious about it. I am a pursuer of revival. I study revival through the wri
tings and messages of the past. I am looking for one in the future. How about you? :-o
Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/4/7 8:12
Quote:
-------------------------I wasn't in on your original discussion. I was just curious about it. I am a pursuer of revival. I study revival through the writings and m
essages of the past. I am looking for one in the future. How about you?
-------------------------

Hi jubilee,
I wasn't in this thread till about page 8, and fell into it more by accident than intention.
To answer your question, I sat under 'preaching' that was supposed to bring 'revival' in a 'church' which was being led by
a non-Christian who kept all the members very busy with outreach activities as often as he could.
I am not looking for revival in the terms I think most people who use that word, mean, but I am looking for opportunity to l
ive out what God has put into my by His Spirit... To me, this means being able to relate my faith in a real way not only to
my own life, but also to those who ask what I believe, and to be able to pray effectively for those whom the Lord puts in
my heart. The most important thing (to me) is to live in His presence. From here flows everything that is worth holding o
n to, and there, everything which is not (worth holding on to), is made plain.
It is difficult to evaluate one's encounters with the Lord, because every one of them is vital, whether at the time it seems
mindblowing, or just part of the normal flow of knowing Him. It is very important to make one's faith work on one's own li
fe, though, or the evangelism, preaching, reading/listening and wishful praying which we pour into our time, is a waste of
that time.
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This scripture comes to mind
(NKJV) Acts 5:4
"While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived t
his thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God."
If God wants something from us, He makes an issue of it until we deal with it before Him. Till then, we are free from con
straint. I used to spend a lot of time doing things which looked right and spiritual, but, they were not done in His presenc
e, or at His behest.
Maybe this isn't what you want to hear, but it's where I'm at.
What have you learned through your study, which you now think you needed to know, and you think will matter (to God)
if revival happens?

Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/4/7 22:42
Hi Dorcas;
your quote:
"The reason 'justice' is so important, is that it is all on God's terms. If we have a deepening understanding of the entity ca
lled 'Sin' - never forgetting that He has fulfilled all the requirements which He set for us to be delivered from it - then we
will daily be awestruck by our inclusion in His Life."
This is very true...to not take for granted the results of His Mercy is paramount for a better understanding of God. In ord
er to "get it" we need to try and grasp His Holiness...one way to do this is to grasp our sin and the dirtiness of it. This is
weak at best for because His Holiness is so much different than what we could possibly think. It may be poorly put in an
analogy like this...if we lived in 1909 and were comparing a 1909 Ford Model T to a mysteriously appearing 2006 Ford M
ustang GT. We may with the 1909 intellect surmise that the GT is in fact an automobile as is the Model T...but we would
have no comprehension of the differences and what they may mean.
I am trying to say that His Holiness is so far beyond us...and should not be compared to what we think Holiness for hum
ans is...(mostly because we in our fallen state have no idea what Holiness really is) Then you can go back to the Cross
and be ever more grateful that One such as He would have anything to do with us.
The Justice required by sin and bestowed upon His son...simply raises the value to all three attributes involved...justice,
mercy and Holiness
We deserve Hell...He gave us Mercy. And truly we not only deserve Hell...Hell is now (due to the fall) an attribute of hu
mans...or we are HELL. Just as He is Mercy.
Blessings,
TS

Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/4/8 10:57
Quote:
-------------------------His Holiness is so far beyond us...and should not be compared to what we think Holiness for humans is...(mostly because we in our
fallen state have no idea what Holiness really is)
-------------------------

Is it possible to agree this in the light of Peter quoting both Jesus and the Old Testament saying:
1 Peter 1:16
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
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Look at what God is saying here...
Exodus 30:29
And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy.
The HOLINESS is contagious.
Leviticus 11:44
For I the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I holy:
If this holiness could be achieved under the Old Covenant, then now, while we may feel we don't understand the holines
s which God imputes to us because of the Holy Spirit, it is going a step further to say that we cannot 'be' holy.
I would go further, and say that if we want to 'understand' His holiness, we should ask Him to reveal it to us and not let a
nyone tell us we cannot see it. Others before us have seen it...
Re: - posted by TS, on: 2006/4/8 21:47
I believe it can be agreed upon even in the light of the "be ye Holy for I am Holy". I think this speaks to our positional Ho
liness that is imputed to us once saved. In other words in the same way we can go before the throne room in prayer...by
the Blood of Jesus, we also stand Holy before God. But the Holiness is not our own...it is Christs covering over us. If th
ere is any sin in us...or even any sin we will ever again commit before we are seperated from the physical body...ie die.
Then we cannot claim or "know" Holiness in the same way that God is Holy. We must also throw sins of ommission in th
is mix as well...how much sin do we commit just by not doing what we should?
I am thinking of the Holiness that is glimpsed at here: Issaiah 6:1-7
1In the year of (A)King Uzziah's death (B)I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe fi
lling the temple.
2Seraphim stood above Him, (C)each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet,
and with two he flew.
3And one called out to another and said,
"(D)Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts,
The (E)whole earth is full of His glory."
4And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the (F)temple was filling with s
moke.
5Then I said,
"(G)Woe is me, for I am ruined!
Because I am a man of (H)unclean lips,
And I live among a (I)people of unclean lips;
For my eyes have seen the (J)King, the LORD of hosts."
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the (K)altar with tongs.
7He (L)touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and (M)your iniquity is taken away and y
our sin is forgiven."
To me I think sin is contagious and Holiness something people think incorrectly about...We are Holy in position only...jus
t as we are righteous positionally only before the throne. I do think that as we are led by the Spirit at times we may do H
oly things or act in ways that are Holy...but always it is God working in us. Our flesh is right around the corner...some wal
k more Holy than others but it is all as filthy rags compared to Gods Holiness. I think it needs more explanation...
It may be a bit of splitting hairs in some ways...but we in the flesh can not assume either holiness or righteousness...that
is part of full sanctification that we will reach when we get our resurrected Bodies...does this make sense?

Page 66/69

General Topics :: Revival Idolatry

As far as understanding Holiness...I think that my finite mind can but grasp little pieces of what must be looked at as a s
um whole...once we see Holiness face to face.
TS

Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/4/9 12:41
Hi TS, (Sorry this is rather a long post.)
I also was thinking of those verses from Isaiah which you quote.
I hear exactly what you are saying, but I don't think it's the most useful way to think... to say we are only 'positionally'
righteous or holy.
The blood of Christ does not 'cover'...... that is an Old Covenant concept...... the blood of Christ actually cleanses (the s
oul - the heart, the mind, the spirit of a person) to a condition which satisfies God's standard.
If you have not felt experientially clean by your interaction with God on this point, then I commend to you that there is mo
re to receive, which brings 1 John 1:7 into a continuous reality.... the presence in which we should live. There are a lot o
f Christians who take the benchmark for assessing our condition, as somewhere in Romans 7; whereas I take the exposi
tion there as a stage (phase) in coming to an understanding of what God has dealt with, and given us in Christ.
There is this verse in Romans 8:11
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
which does more than imply that the Holy Spirit affects our flesh. Yes, there was a death-working principle in our flesh (
sin) but, that has been replaced by a life-working principle - the Holy Spirit. Unless we expect to see this working out in
our day to day lives, we are in a losing battle.
I don't see how we can have it both ways. Either the baptism into the death of Jesus Christ enables us to walk in newne
ss of life (Rom 6:4) or it doesn't. The principle by which it works continuously is faith.
Faith is not a nebulous entity either, it is the substance of what we cannot see physically, and causes us to connect with
invisible reality - more real than the visible realities which surround us, including our flesh.
I may be limited in what I understand and can explain, but what I say, I have proved and continue to prove. The reasoni
ng you put forward in your last post, I would call a shaky foundation for living; it stands to feed any number of doubts whi
ch the accuser would present all day long, and to put more pressure on the mind of the believer than the Lord intends / i
ntended.
The absolute baseline for sanity has to be that we have passed from death into life.
John 5:24
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and
shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. (NKJV)

Quote:
-------------------------But the Holiness is not our own...
-------------------------

I'm uneasy with this statement... not because I think the holiness is our own, but because I believe we must appropriate i
t, to please Him.
Matthew 22:11
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"But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 So he sa
id to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?' And he was speechless.
Revelation 7:14
So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them wh
ite in the blood of the Lamb.

Quote:
-------------------------To me I think sin is contagious and Holiness something people think incorrectly about...We are Holy in position only...just as we a
re righteous positionally only before the throne. I do think that as we are led by the Spirit at times we may do Holy things or act in ways that are Holy...
but always it is God working in us. Our flesh is right around the corner...some walk more Holy than others but it is all as filthy rags compared to Gods H
oliness.
-------------------------

In these thoughts you express, you are disputing God's word, which is worrying. First, He says 'our righteousnesses ar
e as filthy rags'. (Isa 64:6) That is a whole lot different.
If God imputes Righteousness to us, and Holiness to us, on His terms, then neither are, in His sight, 'as filthy rags'. The
y are attributes of Christ, His beloved Son in whom He was well pleased, and we cannot say they are not good enough f
or us or impute to them some inferior quality which enables us to slide out from accepting them. This is a false premise.
Also, in Isaiah 6 which you quote, in v 7
He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and yo
ur sin is forgiven."
We have to begin believing this, for other things to fall into place in our experience of God's life in us according to His gr
ace.
In my previous post, I drew attention to only one of several Old Testament verses in which the holiness of the holy thing
by touching another, made that other thing holy. Paul says this of a believer's children. I maintain that if the Old Covena
nt could do more than impute holiness to objects, how much more under the New Covenant can God find us acceptably
holy through the merits of His Son? We have to believe the word of God.... the Word of God.
Re: Revival Idolatry, on: 2006/4/9 13:07
Quote:
-------------------------that is part of full sanctification that we will reach when we get our resurrected Bodies...does this make sense?
-------------------------

TS,
Again, I believe this is mixing human thinking with what the word of God means.
Matthew 13:33
Another parable He spoke to them: "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measur
es of meal till it was all leavened."
Luke 13:20, 21
And again He said, "To what shall I liken the kingdom of God? "It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three m
easures of meal till it was all leavened."
I would be grateful if you would read this short thread on sanctification as a biblical concept - that of being set apart for a
specific purpose, rather than as a progressive process through which a person passes like a loaf in the oven.
Once the leaven is in the meal, that meal is set apart to that purpose and no more leaven need be added to it....
I think we also need to remember God's redeeming grace - that He buys us back in any condition, and after we are com
pletely His we are changed into His likeness. Again, we must believe this. (2 Cor 3:18, 1 John 3:2) Of course, we have
to co-operate with Him for this to be true in our growing reality.
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