Welcome & Intro :: The Heart of Man

The Heart of Man, on: 2006/3/22 20:38
I came across this website accidentally when I was Google searching T. Austin Sparks to find some of his writing online.
I got one better and found 301 audio messages from him... This is quite a good website!
Well, I thought I would show my appreciation for this website, and put on this board something short I wrote last week ab
out the heart of man, which is written mainly to believers. Here it is (I hope it is okay that I put it up here):

THE HEART OF MAN
Eternity
He has put eternity in their heart
-Ecclesiastes 3:11
God placed a desire for eternity in manÂ’s heart. The Amplified Bible explains this as Â“a divinely implanted sense of a
purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun but God alone can satisfy.Â” Deep within the heart of ev
ery person walking the earth today is this desire for eternity. Eternity is something everlasting in time, and also somethin
g absolutely perfect and complete in quality. Eternity is Christ.
Many have not received this One who is actually their very desire and longing (Haggai 2:7). At the same time, by His m
ercy, many have. However, even among those who have this sure salvation, whose destiny is the New Jerusalem (Rev
elation 21:2), how many can testify with a good conscience before God and man that the divinely implanted sense of pur
pose within them has been fulfilled, and that the dissatisfaction that was once in their heart, before they received the Lor
d, is no more? Why is it that, although we have the One who is eternity, there is yet a deeper longing for eternity in our
heart?
Eyes
The eyes of your heart having been enlightened
-Ephesians 1:18
According to the Bible, manÂ’s heart has eyes. However, unlike our physical eyes, the eyes of our heart can only see o
ne thing: Christ. What a mercy that God has not only implanted in our heart a desire for Christ, who is eternity; He has a
lso given us a heart which has the capacity to see this wonderful One whom we desire!
In both the physical and spiritual realms, it is an altogether normal condition to have the faculty of sight. However, acco
rding to the Bible, just as there exists a condition of blindness in the physical realm, there may exist in a believer a condit
ion of blindness in the spiritual realm (Revelation 3:17). The cure to such a condition is Â“eyesalve to anoint your eyes t
hat you may seeÂ” (Revelation 3:18). If we freely allow the anointing Spirit (1 John 2:27), who is the Lord Himself (1 Cor
inthians 15:45b) to shine in us, operate in us, and heal us, we will begin to Â“see all things clearlyÂ” (Mark 8:25).
A Home
That Christ may make His home in your hearts
-Ephesians 3:17
Yet, even with the eyes of our heart functioning properly, this deeper longing in our heart, expressed in Ecclesiastes 3:1
1, may still remain. This is because the Lord does not merely want us to see Him with the eyes of our heart. He wants
us to open to Him and let Him live in our heart. We have the capacity to Â“see the King in His beautyÂ” (Isaiah 33:11) s
o that we would appreciate Him, love Him, and allow Him into our heart. He wants to live in us and be found in us. He
wants to be found in our thinking, so that our thinking would be His thinking (Philippians 2:5). In the same way He wants
to live in our emotions (2 Corinthians 11:2). Further, He wants to live in our will, with all its desires and longings (Philippi
ans 1:8). Lastly, He wants us to Â“exercise ourselves to always have a conscience without offense toward God and me
nÂ” (Acts 24:16). The more we allow Christ, who is the Eternal One that our heart desires, to live in our heart- in our min
d, emotion, will and conscience- the more we will find that our heart is satisfied. The very eternity our heart has longed f
or, and continues to long for, will live freely in our heart.
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Highways to Zion
Blessed is the manÂ… in whose heart are the highways to Zion
-Psalm 84:5
As our heart is increasingly enlightened by and filled with this wonderful Christ, we will find that we are on the highways
to Zion. In our heart there will be glorious highways, leading us to Zion, which is the place where God dwells with man.
If we remain on these highways, the Apostle JohnÂ’s vision will one day be our reality; Â“And I saw, and behold, the La
mb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty-four thousandÂ” (Revelation 14:1).
Oneness
And I will give them one heart
-Jeremiah 32:39
Zion, where God and man dwell together, is GodÂ’s deep longing, and it is our deep longing. The Â“divinely implanted
sense of purposeÂ” in our heart is for Zion, where God is one with His chosen people, and, where His chosen people ar
e one with each other. Nearly all seeking Christians would testify that a profound longing, which lies in the depths of thei
r heart, is that they would have Â“one heartÂ” with all the other believers in Christ. The Â“one heartÂ” is the reason why
the Lord has planted in our heart this longing for something of eternal value, it is the reason He enlightens the eyes of ou
r heart, and it is the reason He makes His home in our heart; Â“I in themÂ… that they may be perfected into oneÂ” (Joh
n 17:23). Because the One whom our heart desires wants this, as He expressed in John 17, this profound oneness is th
e greatest satisfaction both to Him and to us. How sweet Psalm 133 is; Â“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for b
rothers to dwell in unity!Â” (Psalm 133:1).
--------Oh, how significant our heart is in the eyes of God! The reason we have a desire for something of eternal value is beca
use God has put Â“eternity in (our) heart.Â” The reason we can see the Christ who is this Eternal One we desire is beca
use we have Â“the eyes of (our) heart.Â” The more we see Him as He is, the more we realize that He wants to Â“make
His home in (our) hearts.Â” The more He makes His home in our heart, the more the Â“highways to ZionÂ” will be Â“in (
our) heart.Â” As we travel on these blessed highways, we head towards GodÂ’s goal, which is a deep and through one
ness with Him, and Â“one heartÂ” among the believers. May we never ignore the longing for the Â“eternity,Â” including
all its depth and purpose, that is Â“in our heart.Â”

Thanks again for the great site.
(And if you come across more audio messages from Sparks, please post them as soon as possible!)

Re: The Heart of Man - posted by MSeaman (), on: 2006/3/22 21:09
Hi Matt,
I really liked what you had to say about the Heart of Man. Thank you for sharing it.
Re: The Heart of Man - posted by h2oboy (), on: 2006/3/22 22:02
Hi Matt,
Welcome aboard. I hope that you will share more good words with us in the future.
I look forward to getting to know you.
Love in Christ,
Jeff
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